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ñI wish to dedicate this oral history to Myra DeLaunay, the most genuine, loving 

person I have ever met. She could always empathize with me about the problems 

we faced and capture what was in my heart and mind in phrases so felicitous that 

others might understand. 

And to Evie White and Bob McDaniel, who worked with me in the legislative 

trenches to develop citizen legislation.ò 

L.W. 

There is a destiny that makes us brothers, 

None goes his way alone, 

All that we send into the lives of others, 

Comes back into our own. 

Edwin Markham 
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FOREWORD 

I had the extraordinary privilege of serving with Senator Lorraine Wojahn for sixteen years in the 

Washington State Senate. I can say without reservation that I love and admire Lorraine Wojahn. She 

was, and is, a mentor. She was one of the pioneering women members of the Washington State Senate. 

She is a role model for women who have followed in her political footsteps. 

I can think of no single person in the Legislature whose work embodies the progressive tradition of 

Washington State better than Senator Lorraine Wojahn. She got things done. How did Lorraine do it? 

She is an amazing combination of intellect, tenacity, and shrewdness. She understood issues; she knew 

people; she kept on fighting for the right causesðcauses that advance the poor, the neglected, and the 

people with disabilities in our society. She made public policy bend to her will, a will that fought for the 

right causes, for the right reasons. 

More than a role model for women in public service, Lorraineôs record of achievement as a member of 

the Washington House of Representatives and the Senate is legendary. She was the prime sponsor of 

legislation to create the Department of Health. As chair of the Senate Social and Health Services 

Committee, Lorraine strengthened Washingtonôs laws on child abuse and neglect when the Eli 

Creekmore case got public attention in 1986. She fought long and hard for consumer protection 

legislation and for the improvement of Washingtonôs health care. She was an outspoken advocate of tax 

reform. 

Lorraine was the vice-chair of the Senate Health Care Committee in 1993 when I was its chair. We 

fought vigorously to establish a policy of comprehensive health care insurance for all Washington 

citizens. Her efforts on behalf of universal access to health care were tireless.   

Lorraine was a fierce advocate for the City of Tacoma and Pierce County.  Her efforts made Tacomaôs 

Pantages Theater renovation, better facilities at Western State Hospital, a renewed Tacoma downtown, 

the University of Washington-Tacoma campus, the Port of Tacoma, Bates Technical College, to name 

just a few, realities. 

Lorraine did not suffer legislators who did not keep the people foremost in their minds and efforts. I can 

still think of many times when a senator stood up to speak in the Democratic caucus, in committee, or on 

the floor of the Senate, only to have Lorraine say ñOh for Godôs sakeò as a way of expressing her 

displeasure with that individualôs failure to know the peopleôs will. 

She never let politics get in the way of doing the right thing. She kept her eyes firmly focused on the 

outcome that benefited Washingtonôs people.  This meant Lorraine would often fight for unpopular 

causes, like tax reform.  She kept working to get legislation passed even if it took years. She hired good 

staff to help her. For example, Jean Soliz, who later was DSHS Secretary, and Don Sloma, the executive 

secretary of the State Board of Health, both worked for Lorraine. 

I have to confess here, for the first time, that Senator Ray Moore and I conspired to award Senator 

Wojahn the highest honor we could think of.  Ray and I got sweatshirts made emblazoned with the 

motto ñNorse Goddess of Terror.ò Ray and I both believed that Lorraine would serve well in the 

pantheon of Norse deities. OdinéThoréFreyaéand Wojahn! Her will on doing right for people would 

be done. No one commanded the awe, or respect, that Senator Wojahn did. 
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On a personal note, whenever I brought one of my five children to the Senate, they always looked 

forward to seeing and talking to Senator Wojahn.  She was always interested in what they were doing 

and how they were progressing in their various activities and studies. 

I am privileged to have Lorraine Wojahn as a friend and mentor over the years. I am delighted she has 

prepared her oral history. Her extraordinary achievements as a public official for the state of Washington 

and its people have firmly established her position in the history of our State as one of its great 

legislators and public figures. Lorraine Wojahn did the job of state legislator rightðwith heart, with 

courage, and with skill. We need more people like her in public life. 

PHIL TALMADGE 

Former Washington State Senator, 

Former Justice, Washington State Supreme Court 

  

With two of Senator Phil Talmadgeôs children on the Senate floor, 1993. 
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FOREWORD 

I first met Senator Wojahn during a job interview. I was applying to become Counsel to the Senate 

Human Services and Corrections Committee. I came away with several impressions, she was kind, she 

knew her subject matter, and she was a lady. These impressions remain to this day, two and a half 

decades later. 

I was hired for the 1987 legislature, which passed major legislation from the Human Services and 

Corrections Committee. Senator Wojahn was the Committee Chair and guided the committee with 

tactical ease as we rewrote child protection statutes and launched a major welfare reform initiative. This 

position also launched my career in state government. The operating rules I learned from the Senator 

have served me well. Senator Wojahn knew how to lead and how to get most of what she wanted, while 

respecting the opposition and responding to the issues that were of interest to other committee members.  

One example from 1987 illustrates why Lorraine Wojahn was a power to be reckoned with, and a person 

who got things done the right way. Governor Booth Gardner was Governor and the Department of 

Social and Health Services (DSHS) had put forward a skeletal and insubstantial welfare reform bill on 

his behalf. Senator Wojahn would not even consider an approach that was not well designed. She called 

the bill ñWelfare WPPSSò drawing an analogy to a disastrous, misguided investment the state had made 

into a nuclear plan called the Washington Public Power Supply System (WPPSS). Newspapers led with 

the quote. She took me with her when she was called in to meet with the Governor. She explained her 

reaction and he suggested she do it her way. We began a series of hearings which resulted in the design 

of the Family Independence Program.  

Senator Wojahnôs legislative process included examining the data in context. She brought in labor 

experts to explain why issues in the job market forced some people onto welfare. Then the real facts 

about welfare recipients were explained to the committee. Members learned how many assumptions 

about welfare were just myths. The facts drove the policy and the policy was to get families out of 

poverty and off welfare. The bill that left the Senate was improved with expertise from the Washington 

State Institute for Public Policy and the Urban Institute. Senator Wojahn was determined to do it right. 

Now the story gets interesting. Welfare bills (like crime bills) are often used as political footballs. Not 

surprisingly, certain House leaders stripped the substance from the Senate version of the Family 

Independence Program bill and replaced it with punitive policies that were known to fail and trap 

families in poverty. Senator Wojahn was not to be outdone. She collaborated with Evergreen Legal 

Services and other poverty leaders. By the time the House passed its version of welfare reform, then 

Congressman Mike Lowry had gotten the United States Congress to pass an authorization for the Family 

Independence Program ï but only if the Senate version was what passed the legislature.   

The House receded in its amendments and Senator Wojahn had won the day. The best news is that many 

families got the education and childcare support they needed to become employed and permanently off 

welfare, and the state received $90 million in additional federal funds from the Family Independence 

Program. 

I remember sitting in the wings when the floor debates began on the welfare bill. Senator Wojahn 

listened as one (male) leader made a denigrating speech about ñWelfare Moms.ò She stood up and 

exorcized the Senator, taking him through the daily life of a welfare mom and the challenges she faced 

every day ï from pouring cereal in the morning to folding laundry at midnight, before falling into bed. 

No one else tried to politicize welfare that dayéand poor women got the support they needed. 

She was what I now call ña good ole labor Democrat.ò She knew and adhered to the principles that 

responded to the needs of working families. There was never a doubt that Senator Wojahn operated on 

principle and that she represented the people in her district. 

Senator Wojahn took every bill seriously, which caused us on her staff to pay close attention to the 

substance and to the process. I was newly admitted to the world of state politics. I saw how issues were 
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resolved and how different elected officials operated. That was when I learned that most elected officials 

work very hard. There are a few with compromised ethics and inflated views of themselves, but the 

majority - by far - care about doing what they perceive is the right thing. Senator Wojahn ignored egos, 

gender, wealth and opinion polls. She was a trailblazing woman we all should recognize and thank. 

JEAN SOLIZ-CONKLIN 

Former Senate Counsel 

 

FOREWORD 
State Senator R. Lorraine Wojahnôs political career stands as evidence that it may not be easy, but public 

service can hue to the highest calling of compassion. From the poor to the mentally ill, from the 

displaced homemaker to the defenseless crack baby, Senator Wojahn stood for fair and compassionate 

treatment of the least among us. Her works stand as an example of public service that lifts up our state, 

and makes us proud to choose this as our home. 

This book will tell her lifeôs stories and many of her accomplishments. I want you to know the spirit I 

saw in my years with her. As our State Senateôs Health Committee Chair and Ranking Minority member 

for a decade from the late 1980s onward, I worked with a Senator often as regal in her style as she could 

be sensitive and compassionate in her legislative aims. In a strategy session early in my time with her, I 

advised her of the impossibility of breaching legislative customs by requiring accountability for certain 

specific performance from our stateôs largest social and health services agency. She leaned toward me, 

back stiffened, eyes wide, more than a little annoyed and loudly declared, ñThere is nothing we cannot 

do. We are the Senate!ò 

As clearly as she could demonstrate compassion and understanding in her legislative purposes, and as 

often as she would champion the interests of societyôs least able to defend themselves, Senator Wojahn 

knew how brutal the political world could be. And she came to play. By the time I worked with her, she 

had learned especially how to be successful in the manôs political world of liberal politicians of the late 

twentieth century.  She could be as blunt, intimidating and effective in her actions against her foes as a 

longshoreman with a tire iron.  

My first chance to observe the Senatorôs political style involved recommendations I had made as a 

performance auditor examining our state Board of Health. I had recommended the Boardôs modification 

and refocusing. But a bill had just cleared the State House emasculating the Board entirely. I was 

summoned to the Senatorôs office. When I entered, I recognized a whoôs who of physician, hospital and 

other medical system lobbyists, along with a few politically naive public health activists. Despite their 

considerable political influence, most in the room had no strong interest in the state Board of 

Health. They were there because Senator Wojahn had told them to be. She told them she had determined 

to stop that House bill dead in its tracks, and they were to help.  The Senator was successful in that effort 

when a new Senate bill appeared in a Senate Committee completely unrelated to health issues and 

separate from the House bill. The House bill just mysteriously died after having been referred to that non 

health committee and bottled up by its Chair, as a favor. 

The upshot of that brief meeting in Senator Wojahnôs office was the redirection of the State Board of 

Health, the stateôs public health community favored, but could never have accomplished on their 

own. This led to a political alliance that some years later, despite initial opposition by the sitting 

Governor of her own political party, produced the first comprehensive state legislative policy to limit the 

spread of HIV/AIDS, to the creation of the first state health department to be reestablished in any state 

in more than 30 years, and to the end of any further health legislation authored by the House member 

who had authored that bill for as long and as far as Senator Wojahnôs reach could grasp. Years later, as 

Senate Health Committee Staff Director, I must say I had great difficulty explaining to proponents of 

perfectly benign legislation authored by that House member why their bill would not be heard in Senator 
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Wojahnôs Senate Health Committee. 

Among the last memories I have of Senator Wojahnôs doings in the Senate were a few words uttered on 

final passage of a bill about to clear the Republican controlled Senate in 1997, establishing a new tax on 

motor vehicle registration processing that would generate tens of millions in funds needed to establish 

our state emergency medical trauma response system. The Senator had concocted a scheme under which 

car dealers would get a small share of the processing fee for collecting the tax. This, and Senator 

Wojahnôs not so gentle admonitions to help on the bill, had enticed them to favor its passage. Still the 

bill had caused a Republican House member sitting on the billôs conference committee to object to the 

tax. The words uttered on the Senate floor by Republican Senator Alex Deccio, who had also 

participated in the conference were, ñWe had some trouble with the House about this tax. We put 

Senator Wojahn on the conference committee. All I did was duck. I suggest you all do the same.ò The 

Senate quickly, easily and with some degree of knowing affection by the many Senators whoôd been in 

Deccioôs position on other issues, passed a significant tax increase to support a clear public health 

improvement purpose, ram-rodded by a Democratic Senator in a Republican controlled chamber. 

When I was a very young man, someone told me ñAnything you care enough to accomplish despite very 

strong odds, will change you.ò I resolved in my life to care about something that much. I think of that 

when I think of Senator Wojahn and the gulf between the causes she championed and the environment 

and means by which she sometimes had to do it. Long live the ñNorse Goddess of Terrorò in the hearts 

and minds of those who bring only mean purposes to public life! 

DON SLOMA 

Former Senate Staff 

 

FOREWORD 

Fearless, strong, courageous and determined are some of the words that come to mind when I think of 

my friend, Senator Lorraine Wojahn. A tall, straight backed, fashionably attired, attractive woman with 

a good sense of humor and a very hearty laugh also describes her. The ñNorse Goddess of Terrorò label 

used by Senator Talmadge reflects the determination with which she pursued those issues which she 

believed were good for her district, the state and the public. (Incidentally, the label was used partially in 

jest and Senator Wojahn always enjoyed it.) Her intelligence, her strength, her knowledge both of the 

issues and the legislative process, could be intimidating and one did not contest her lightly. 

One of my most vivid memories of the Senator was many years ago when she called a press conference 

to advocate for a measure to combat discrimination. Another Senator opposed her efforts, but she was 

determined. She had even brought a dart board with her opponentôs picture in the middle of it. It was an 

ñeye catcherò as was the fact that her opponent was a member of her own party. The measure passed in 

time thanks to her and othersô efforts, but I believe it illustrates her fearlessness, her willingness to use 

imaginative methods and her commitment to get the job done. 

The Senatorôs accomplishments are well documented in the other Forewords and I will not repeat them 

except to attest to their validity and the importance of her involvement in their success. The legislature 

and the state are a better place because she was there. I have the greatest admiration for her.  

PAT THIBAUDEAU 

Former State Senator 
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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The Legislative Oral History Program documents the history of the Legislature in Washington State, 

using oral history techniques to capture and preserve personal recollections and perspectives of 

individuals who have participated in state politics.  

These individuals are chosen for their deep experience, broad interests and leadership in state affairs. 

After extensive research, taped interviews are conducted, transcribed and then edited for readability and 

accuracy. The interviewee reviews the transcript and works closely with program historians to create a 

manuscript that reflects their best efforts of recollection and interpretation of events.  

Each oral history is a valuable record of the individualôs contributions and convictions, their 

interpretation of events and relationships with other participants in state civic life. The resulting 

narrative reveals the complex interweaving of the personal and political, what each person brings to the 

political process: family background and education, membership in different geographical and social 

communities, professional experiences and the philosophical grounding of choice of a political party. 

Read as a part of a series, each oral history offers a part of the many-faceted and often contested record 

of state political activity. Readers are encouraged to analyze and weigh this material as they would any 

primary historical document. Although based in archival research, oral history quintessentially relies on 

personal memory and reflection. 

Senator Lorraine Wojahn is an ideal candidate for an oral history. She served in the Washington State 

Legislature for thirty-two years, in both the House of Representatives and the Senate, giving her the 

breadth and depth of experience for informed commentary. She served on a variety of committees, was 

involved in several areas of policy formation and authored significant legislation and held important 

positions of leadership. Most importantly, she possesses a prodigious memory for events and persons, 

and is both straightforward and candid in her recollections.  

Senator Wojahn was interviewed shortly after her retirement in 2000 over a period of several years; her 

comments reflect that time period. The program would like to acknowledge and thank Senator Wojahn 

for her commitment and dedication to the tremendous work of producing this oral history. She warmly 

welcomed this interviewer into her home during this long process and participated with enthusiasm and 

careful consideration for accuracy and historic value. Her tenacity and thoughtfulness made this project 

possible. 

We would also like to thank Senator Wojahnôs legislative assistant Robert McDaniel for compiling a 

detailed and vast collection of documents that greatly aided initial research and for his continued support 

for the project. Many other state government personnel answered queries and tracked information as 

needed. As always, the Washington State Library was a treasury of documentation and help. 

Washington State Archives and Photo Archivist Mary Hammerôs assistance in finding photographs was 

invaluable. Several lobbyists also provided critical background information on issues and events. Judith 

Turpin deserves special mention for her persistence in recommending Senator Wojahn as a candidate for 

an oral history. 

The Development Committee of the Washington State Oral History Committee raised funds to help 

transcribe the recorded tapes in a timely manner, a critically essential but often unsung part of the oral 

history process. Their support for this project and for the program is deeply appreciated. The Secretary 

of the Senate provided crucial support and structure throughout the production of this oral history. 

Finally, but not least, this oral history owes its existence to the dedication and dogged persistence of 

Anne Kilgannon through some difficult times, for that the Program and posterity owes Anne its 

gratitude.    
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At first sight, Senator Lorraine Wojahn is a tall, even regal woman. Sometime after she had retired from 

the Senate, I had occasion to meet with her in the Cherberg Building on the Capitol Campus, and as she 

walked down the hallway, people flocked to see her. As I trailed behind in the manner of an acolyte, I 

marveled as Senate staff and lobbyists crowded around to greet her, what a power she was there still, a 

presence to be reckoned with, and a personality that drew people to her. Witnessing this demonstration 

of her quiet power and her intense interest in everyone she greeted, I was given a glimpse into her 

working relationship with her Senate colleagues. I was in awe of her and humbled to be working with 

her to document her thirty-two years of legislative service.  

She approached this oral history project with great seriousness, wanting to get every detail correct. And 

with her long service and prodigious memory, there were many details, indeed. But, notwithstanding this 

dedicated approach, our sessions together were regularly punctuated with laughter and a shared sense of 

the foibles of life. We broke the rules of good oral history practice by eating while recording, at her 

insistence. She always had a special treat ready when I arrived at her home in Tacoma. 

As we stepped through her years of service, Senator Wojahn remembered every cause, every fight, every 

friend and foe. Without much prodding from me, she would mount her metaphorical soapbox and give 

me a ringing speech on issues close to her heart. And although she possesses a formidable brain, her 

politics were all heart. At the bottom of manyðmostðof her legislative measures would be a story, an 

injustice, an issue, something that had touched a human life and needed help. Once such a story was 

conveyed to her, she seized upon whatever needed rectifying and with tenacity, even cunning, she 

worked through every channel and even forged a few new ones to solve the problem. She lived by her 

motherôs maxim, ñIf you see something thatôs wrong, donôt just stand there. Do something!ò  

Another aspect of this heart-centered approach is her desire to connect with people. She was touched by 

every story, by the joys and pains so many shared with her. Her first response to another was to listen. 

She stored up and drew upon all these instances from her own experience and those imparted to her. 

While trying to remember some incident, Senator Wojahn would recall in detail some person who 

helped her with the issue at hand and insist that person be remembered for their contribution. If she 

couldnôt remember a nameðrare instancesðshe would build up a word portrait: the personôs 

appearance, where they went to school, their career history and any other detail she could reconstruct. It 

was so evident that the whole person mattered to her, not just the momentary role they may have played. 

It was then my task to take this set of clues and find out the identity of the staff member, lobbyist or any 

other person we were trying to credit with some action. Usually, it was a meritorious action she wished 

to memorialize, but sometimes her eyes would flash as she would lay down in no uncertain terms the 

dark deeds of someone who opposed her. True differences of opinion were tolerated and understood, but 

self-serving aggrandizing actions or carping indifference would bring down her wrath. She had a long 

memory and used it. 

Senator Wojahn has fierce loyalties. She loves Tacoma and worked assiduously to rejuvenate and 

revitalize her adopted home city, pulling every string to ñget money for Tacoma.ò She stood up for 

women and championed their equal rights and opened doors for women and girls wherever she could. 

From helping her hairdresser sign contracts in her own name, to battling for displaced homemakers and 

women needing reconstructive surgery after breast cancer treatments, to keeping abortion legal, she was 

there. A staunch feminist, she wasnôt above using a mini skirt or sheer-plastic raincoats to get the 

attention of male legislators, and enjoyed the humor of Leg-of-the-Day awards. But she was deadly 

serious confronting domestic violence, child abuse, and the needs of the disabled or mentally ill. Hungry 

children, deserted wives, and those crossed by an unfeeling bureaucracy would find her a friend. 
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She battled the huge edifice of the Department of Social and Health Servicesðone of her proudest 

achievements being the creation of the Department of Healthðbut she also stood up for social workers 

on the front lines in struggles to help families caught in the snares of poverty and abuse. Senator Wojahn 

also respected anyone in the professions, those who had worked to earn the credentials that certified 

their expertise. She stood up for doctors, dentists, architects and others whose word and training she 

relied upon. She wore her own title as Senator with pride and even audacity. ñThe Senate can do 

anything!ò she would declare, but add, ñSo long as it is in the constitution!ò 

Senator Wojahn would have made a contribution wherever she may have invested her tremendous 

energies, but we in the state of Washington have been the beneficiaries of her dedication and long 

service. Working with her to record and preserve her legislative history has been an education and an 

inspiration. Reading this memoir, her insights and experiences in life and in the Legislature will shape 

any readerôs impressions of how that institution works and the role it plays in our individual and 

collective lives. And of how one individual, Lorraine Wojahn, could put her stamp on a whole state, 

from how we purchase bacon to how we treat those among us who need our help and protection. Just as 

stories moved her to action, so may her story inspire the next generation to step up and ñdo something!ò 

ANNE KILGANNON  
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CHAPTER 1:  FAMILY BACKGROUND 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Letôs begin your oral history 

by talking about when your family first came to 

the Northwest. Do you want to start with one 

branch and then work your way to the other? 

Sen. Wojahn:  That would be fine. Weôll start 

with the Kendalls, my fatherôs parents, who 

migrated from Kansas in the mid-1880s. My 

grandfather Kendallôs name was Alfred 

Solomon. My Grandmother Kendall was named 

Elizabeth Ann. My grandfather worked for the 

Northern Pacific Railroad as head of a bridge 

and building crew from St. Paul into Tacoma. 

He bought a farm in Enumclaw because he 

figured his job would be over when the railroad 

was completed. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did your grandparents come 

west with some children? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, they had three children, my 

uncle, Eugene Harvey, my father, and my aunt, 

Edna. My fatherôs name was Frederick Charles. 

He was the oldest of the three. My grandmother 

died in 1891 in childbirth and is buried, along 

with her child, in one of the early graves in 

Enumclaw cemetery. My father was twelve 

years old when my grandmother died. My uncle 

Eugene was eight, and my aunt Edna was ten at 

the time. My grandfather didnôt feel that he 

could rear a girl, so he took her back to Kansas 

to be reared by very dear friends of theirs in 

Oskaloosa, the Crandalls, an abstract attorney 

for Jefferson County, and his wife who couldnôt 

have children. The two boys remained with him. 

He went back to Kansas every year to see his 

daughter Edna until the day that he died. He 

never remarried. My Dad continued this 

practice, always remaining close to his sister 

and her family, although miles apart. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So the family never reunited? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. My grandfather would 

never permit the Crandalls to adopt my aunt. So 

she grew up in Kansas and later married an 

attorney by the name of Amos Leech. They had 

four children, who were all reared in Kansas. 

Uncle Eugene Kendall later owned a fleet of 

trucks which transported raw petroleum 

products, the Arrow Transportation Company, 

based in Richmond Beach, Washington. The 

trucks transported petroleum from Seattle to Los 

Angeles, California and into Arizona. My 

grandfather lived with my parents, off and on, 

for the rest of his life. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And did he keep working for 

the railroad? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He kept working for the 

railroad. But he moved ï he sold the farm and 

moved into the old Atkins Apartments, an old 

red-brick building which was located on the 

corner of East Twenty-sixth and D Street, close 

to the old Northern Pacific shops and 

roundhouse. He could walk to work. The Atkins 

Apartments were torn down recently when the 

Tacoma Dome was built. 

Grandfather Kendall had twin siblings, Liza 

Jane and Tubal Cain. This was an uncommon 

name, even in the 1850s. Anyway, when we 

lived in Montana, my parents received a letter 

from an attorney asking if they were related to a 

Tubal Cain Kendall. My mother lost the letter 

and they never responded. Recently, I read in 

the News Tribune about a mine in the state of 

Washington called the Tubal Cain mine. This 

leads me to wonder if my great uncle Tubal 

founded that mine. 

My father never did graduate from high 

school. He went to work when he was sixteen 

years old for the railroad and then rose up 

through the ranks to become a minor executive 

with the Northern Pacific. He started out wiping 

engines. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs the way it used to 

work, isnôt it? I donôt think you could advance 

like that anymore. You wouldnôt get anywhere 

today if you started at sixteen. 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. There are no jobs. You 

couldnôt work at sixteen. You couldnôt get a 

permit. You have to have an education. My dad 
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did go back to school off and on and did go to 

business college. And he read voraciously. I 

have lots of his books which he kept. One of 

them was a Winston Churchill book and there 

were several, like Northwest Passage. Some of 

the old historical novels. He read continually. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Self-educated? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Very self-educated, yes. A very 

good grammarian. My dad was born in 1879 

and he married at the turn of the century. My 

mother, Edna Florence Ogilbee, was born in 

Red Bluff, Iowa and migrated to Portland, 

Oregon with her family, arriving in about 1887. 

Oregon was a state then, although Washington 

was still a territory. She was raised in Portland. 

My grandfather, Allen Ogilbee, had a lemonade 

stand in Portland, located on the corner where 

Meyer & Frank now stands. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He could make a living selling 

lemonade? Thatôs amazing. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, apparently. And then he 

went to work for the Portland school system. He 

became a stationary engineer ï I guess thatôs 

what they call them ï and he was able to get a 

lot of my motherôs friends jobs as teachers 

because it just required a minimal education at 

that time. If you could read and write you could 

teach.  

My mother had a brother, Alan Ogilbee, and 

a sister Hattie-belle ï Hattie-belle Adeline ï 

who was born when my mother was twelve, and 

my mother practically became the childôs 

mother. My grandparents permitted her to name 

the child. Thank God there was a Hattie-belle 

before I came along, or I might have been 

named Hattie-belle! They all were raised in 

Portland. They lived there forever. My mother 

tells about how on the corner of their property 

the railroad went by and during the Spanish-

American War they would take cookies and 

goodies and hand them out to the soldiers 

through the windows as the train went by. 

My Grandmother Ogilbee ï her name was 

Mary Anne Sadler Ogilbee ï was born in Iowa. 

She died at age one hundred. I was born on her 

birthday, and I always asked my parents why 

they didnôt name me after her. I liked that name 

as I got older. My mother said they didnôt want 

to. Her dad would have been unhappy if theyôd 

named me after my motherôs mother, as he 

hardly knew his mother as she died when he 

was so young. I said, ñWell, why didnôt you 

name me Mary Elizabeth or Elizabeth Ann?ò 

They said they didnôt think of it. 

My brother was adopted. I was adopted, 

also. I know little of my background; I just 

know I was adopted and taken from the hospital 

at two days old. I was born on September 17, 

1920. My parents wanted to take me out right 

away, and they could have, but they had to give 

me a name. They had always said if they had a 

girl they were going to name her Noreen, 

because my dad had a cousin Noreen and he 

liked the name. But they couldnôt think of the 

name! 

 
The Ogilbee children: Edna Florence, Hattie-

belle, Alan 
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Ms. Kilgannon:  They must have been so 

excited. 

Sen. Wojahn:  They were. It was a girl ï 

because they already had a boy. All they could 

come up with was Lorraine, and then the doctor 

said, ñYes, but she has to have another name, a 

Christian name.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I didnôt know that was the 

practice. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Apparently it was at that time. 

They finally picked out Ruth, but Lorraine Ruth 

didnôt sound very good, so they tacked Ruth on 

the beginning. Theyôve told me this story a 

number of times. So I became Ruth Lorraine. I 

have never used the name Ruth. Itôs become an 

appendage that is burdensome. Legally, I have 

to use it. I could use Ruth Lorraine Kendall 

Wojahn, I guess, but horrors, it would be too 

long. Itôs my legal name and I have to use it. 

And thatôs the story of how I got my name. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I picture this couple just so 

excited to get this little girl! 

Sen. Wojahn:  My dad was forty-two and my 

mother was thirty-nine, so they were older. 

Ms. Kil gannon:  So, you were a very wanted 

child. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. That is exactly right. They 

didnôt tell me; I found out myself when I was an 

adult because I had applied to work for the 

Corps of Engineers and I had to have a birth 

certificate. They didnôt tell me. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Do you think that would have 

made a difference to you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I donôt think so, but I can 

remember thinking about it, because my mother, 

when I did something naughty, would spank me. 

My dad never touched me, Mother spanked me. 

She always said, ñJust remember, we had you 

because we wanted you.ò She always used to 

say that to me, and so I said to my friend 

growing up when I was in grade school, 

ñWouldnôt it be awful to be adopted?ò And she 

knew I was adopted. She didnôt respond. 

Apparently, my mother had confided in her 

mother. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Everyone knew but you? Did 

your brother know? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He didnôt know, but he 

suspected. He found out when I did because he 

was in the Army by that time. He had graduated 

in ROTC from the University of Washington 

and was inducted into the Army just before 

World War II broke out and he hadnôt had a 

birth certificate at that time because it wasnôt 

required. Then by the time they required it, he 

was already in, so it wasnôt needed. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What a way to find out. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was shattering. They didnôt 

want to tell me, and they didnôt tell. So thatôs 

what happened. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you and your brother look 

alike? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Not particularly. He was a 

very handsome young man. He was adopted in 

Kittitas County. They were living in Ellensburg 

at the time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Heôs what, two years older 

than you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Almost two and one-half. He 

was born in June and I was born in September. 

I saw him after he found out and he said, ñI 

always thought I was adopted, but I couldnôt 

prove it.ò This is a picture of my brother and me 

when we were little. It was taken in Ellensburg 

at an ice cream parlor. Isnôt that fun? Look at 

the high-button shoes, velveteen suit and 

velveteen dress. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Perfect hair. Little cuffs. 

Thatôs really cute. You look like such model 

children. 

Sen. Wojahn:  We had every opportunity ever 

offered any child. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs pretty wonderful. Letôs 

get back to the family story. How did your 

parents meet? Did your mother come up to 

Washington somehow? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt know how my parents 

met. I think my dad in his railroading had 

occasion to go to Portland, and he must have 
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met her in Portland. I have no idea. These are 

the things I regret never asking. They never 

talked about it and I didnôt ask, and now itôs too 

late. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  There was a different code 

then about talking about certain things. You just 

didnôt. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. You didnôt talk about them. 

And I have no idea how my Grandfather 

Kendall and his wife met. I know he was born in 

Virginia and as a young man he took to the road 

and went to Kentucky and then he ended up in 

Dodge City, Kansas, and thatôs where he started 

to work for the railroad. Thatôs where he met 

my grandmother. But apparently at some time 

he must have been in Oskaloosa because thatôs 

where the family emigrated from originally. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  They came out here when it 

was just a territory ï a whole new land. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Whole new environment. My 

mother grew up next door to the Weatherly 

children, a family who were well known in 

Portland; the Weatherly Building on the east 

side was named for them. They had three 

children, Isabel, Jessie and Clayton Weatherly. 

The children of both families were all were 

raised together and remained friends all of their 

lives. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did your family have this idea 

of the Northwest as the last great frontier? A 

place of opportunity? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think my Ogilbee grandparents 

did because they came out for no reason except 

to be here. My grandfather Kendall ended up 

here at the railroad terminus of the Northern 

Pacific. But I think he decided farming was not 

for him despite his background. Although his 

family were farmers in Virginia and farming 

was what you did at the time; even my Dad 

always wanted a plot of ground where he could 

have a garden. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Could he ever really have 

farmed if he was always working on the 

railroad? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He sold the farm then. He ended 

up retiring from the railroad. The old railroad 

widowers always wanted to retire in a hospital 

because they knew everything would be done 

for them there. The Northern Pacific Railroad 

had hospitals all over. They had one in St. Paul, 

Minnesota and one in Missoula, Montana and 

one in Tacoma. It was a way of life if you 

worked for the railroad. In the early days, men 

worked until they were too ill or injured on the 

job and had to be hospitalized, where they 

ultimately died. But with the advent of the 

railroad pension system this changed. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, they would they be like 

nursing homes? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They would be like a nursing 

home today. So my grandfather, instead of 

retiring in a hospital, moved to the Tacoma 

Croft Hotel, which has now been destroyed and 

replaced with the Tacoma Art Museum near the 

History Museum. 

I donôt know what his politics were. I 

suspect my Grandfather Kendall was a 

Democrat, but he swore when Governor Martin 

 
Donald and Lorraine as young children 
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was Governor and the state sales tax was 

imposed that heôd never vote for a Democrat 

again. He hated tax tokens. He used to talk 

about Roland Hartley and all these various 

Governors. Family friends of my parents were 

the Chapmans. His name was King George 

Chapman ï I always thought it was interesting 

George Chapmanôs first name was ñKing.ò He 

and his wife were born in England. She was the 

sister of Ernest Lister. He later became 

Governor in 1913 and served until 1919 and 

died in office, I believe. The Kendalls, 

Chapmans and Listers all lived in Tacoma; our 

families were friends and often entertained 

together. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Your parents married and 

lived in Tacoma at first? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. They lived all over 

Washington, including Tacoma. They lived in 

Ellensburg, they lived in Auburn; they lived in 

Easton when I was little. They were living in 

Easton when they adopted me. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  As your father would be 

moving up the corporate ladder, so to speak, he 

was changing locations here and there and 

getting more and more responsibility? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. He was roundhouse 

foreman in Easton. Then he was sent to 

Missoula, Montana to learn that part of the 

railroad. He knew the division from Seattle to 

Spokane and from Spokane to Missoula and 

from Missoula to Butte and Helena, Montana. 

Then the next division, a long division, was to 

Glendive, Montana and then to St. 

Paul. They had asked him earlier 

to go to Glendive, Montana so that 

he would learn that portion of the 

railroad, the eastern division, and 

he refused because it was such a 

dreadful, dreadful place. He didnôt 

think it was a proper place to raise 

children, so he refused to go to 

Glendive. The next opportunity 

came when he was sent to 

Missoula when I was in the fifth 

grade. We got stuck in Missoula 

because of the Depression. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Everything was just stalled? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Everything stalled and people 

were riffed and jobs were consolidated. The 

structure was depleted. He would have had to go 

back to running as an engineer if he had 

returned to Seattle, so he stayed in Missoula 

where he was secure as an assistant master 

mechanic and foreman. We stayed five years. 

We were supposed to stay for a year and then 

come back to Seattle at which time he would be 

promoted to master mechanic. So I started my 

freshman year at Missoula County High School. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was it quite a small place at 

that time? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Missoula was about seventeen-

thousand. It was the center of the railroad 

division, and thatôs where the Northern Pacific 

hospital was located. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I know you have some stories 

about growing up and what you might call your 

ñcharacter formation.ò The values your parents 

taught you about being independent and about 

taking care of yourself. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. My parents would always 

say: ñDonôt come tattling to us; you can take 

care of yourself.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It sounds like they started that 

teaching when you were very young. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Very young. I remember living 

in Easton, Washington and one of my earliest 

memories was my mother dressing me in 

overalls and I was so angry. I was irate! They 

Lorraine with her father and brother, unhappy with her outfit. 
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took a picture of me and my Dad on the running 

board of our Buick, and I was trying to get away 

from him, I was so mad for putting me in those 

awful clothes. Iôll never forget that. I couldnôt 

have been more than two-and-a-half or three 

years old. But I remember that! And I remember 

my Dad saying a rooster could sit on my lower 

lip because I was pouting. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Would you have preferred a 

dress? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, or coveralls. I guess I had 

coveralls before that. But they put me in these 

overalls with suspenders like a boy. My brother 

and I, even as little kids, were both bossy. He 

was bossy and I was bossy. I remember he was 

always throwing things and always hitting me in 

the head, and I was always getting a bloody 

head. Iôve got cowlicks all over my head where 

I got hit. Iôd go in and my mother would put my 

head under the water faucet and wash the blood 

off and Iôd go out and play again. I remember 

the time he threw a bottle that broke on my 

head; that was a bad one. That caused the worst 

cowlick which I still have, and it really bled. 

I remember the time the older kids ran down 

the hill and threw rocks into a bees nest. I was 

about three years old. It was summertime and 

there was a bees nest at the foot of the hill and 

the kids all got a big rock and ran down the hill 

and threw the rocks into the bees nest. I was 

standing at the foot of the hill right by the nest 

and I stood there and watched them throw the 

rocks and then they all took off and I stood there 

and got stung all over my head and face! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Youôre lucky you didnôt die. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I know. And there was no doctor 

in Easton. I had to go into Cle Elum. Nothing 

happened, but I had bee stings all over my head 

and face and neck. I remember crying and my 

mother sympathized with me and she really 

scolded my brother. He had it coming. She had 

to make a goop out of flour and water or baking 

soda and water and I had these white patches all 

over my face. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs a little more than 

fooling around. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Easton was a tiny little town; it 

was just a railroad town. Thatôs where they put 

the helper engines on to go over the Pass. My 

dad was roundhouse foreman. There werenôt 

that many families in the whole town. The little 

store there was called Plessô Grocery. The intern 

who I had as a sophomore legislator was from 

Cle Elum and she was related to the Pless 

family. Itôs a small world! Her name was Mary 

Ellen Plouse. There were only about twelve kids 

in town and the one-room school had a row for 

each grade. My brother was in the first grade so 

he was in the first row. I remember one of the 

girls who used to come up from Seattle and play 

with us because her uncle was an engineer by 

the name of Jack Paris and heôd stay over in 

Easton. Sometimes heôd bring his niece up to 

play with us because we didnôt have too many 

kids to play with. Her name was Paula Paris, 

and her other uncle was Ben Paris who owned 

the Ben Paris Restaurant in Seattle. She was 

about my brotherôs age and sometimes they 

would run and hide so they wouldnôt have to 

play with me. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You were the little one. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was the little one, yes. I was a 

problem! What else happened? I remember one 

time how bad it snowed. I remember the snow 

bank. We had to make a walkway to get out of 

the house, and I remember the snow was over 

my head and it was like going through a tunnel. 

As I got older, I kept thinking the snow was 

really high there, but I was so little it looked like 

a tunnel. I remember my first Christmas. We 

had heat but we had closed off the living room 

to save fuel. We kept the kitchen and bedrooms 

and dining room warm. Behind the closed door 

in the living room was the Christmas tree. I 

didnôt see it or know it was there. There were 

candles on the tree and my parents lit the 

candles on Christmas Eve and took me and 

showed me the candles on the tree. I couldnôt 

believe it ï it was the most beautiful sight Iôd 

ever seen, with the candles lit on the tree and the 

gifts all under the tree. They said, ñNow, there 

are going to be some more gifts. Santa Claus is 

going to come tonight, and thereôll be some 

more things under the tree.ò This was about 
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1923. From there it seems like we moved to 

Auburn for a brief period of time. And then 

eventually we were transferred to Seattle. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And thatôs where you started 

school? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs where I started school ï 

kindergarten. We had kindergarten in Seattle at 

that time. I was raised in the University District. 

The first house in the University District we 

rented belonged to Hec Edmundson. The 

Edmundson Pavilion is named for him. He was 

the basketball coach at the University of 

Washington at that time. Then we bought a 

house shortly after that a short distance away. I 

played on the campus as a child. I went to 

University Heights Grade School. Itôs still 

standing. I remember there was a Japanese 

family named Shimazou. I donôt remember any 

black families, but there were a couple of 

Japanese families. One of the dads was a 

shoemaker and he was so grateful to the school 

district for educating his children that he 

presented the University Heights Grade School 

with four or six Japanese cherry trees that I 

believe are still standing. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you like school? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I loved school. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It came easily for you? 

Learning? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I liked learning and I loved 

school. I remember when I was in the fourth 

grade we had a test and because I had observed 

some books and titles on display I was able to 

answer the questions, not because I had read 

them. I could read but not well, and the teacher 

asked me if Iôd read all these books. One was 

Hans Brinker and the Silver Skates. I still 

remember that one with the little Dutch boy on 

the cover. I didnôt go to junior high in Seattle 

because we left then for Missoula. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was it hard to make friends? 

You moved around quite a bit. Some people do 

it easily. Other people have a harder time. 

Sen. Wojahn:  When we moved to Missoula I 

donôt ever remember being upset. It was a new 

adventure. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  If it was a positive thing for 

your familyé 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was very positive. We rented 

this lovely, big old home and didnôt take our 

furniture; just put it in storage and kept our main 

home in Seattle because we werenôt supposed to 

be there for more than a year. The house we 

rented had about five bedrooms and two baths 

and a parlor and living room ï and a secret room 

my brother discovered. It was a lovely home. It 

was quite spacious. But it was on the wrong side 

of the tracks. The north side of Missoula was the 

best place and we were on the south side, which 

wasnôt particularly plush. Except that a U.S. 

Senator lived a block from us. Former U.S. 

Senator Joseph Dixon lived on East Pine Street 

and we lived on East Spruce Street. He had a 

house with huge colonial pillars in front. It took 

up about the same amount of space that we had, 

but it was a much more elaborate home. 

I went from fifth grade through my 

freshman year in high school and made friends 

easily. It wasnôt a problem. Thatôs when my 

grandfather came to live with us. Thereôs a story 

about my mother going to an afternoon tea and 

buying a lovely new outfit and a Panama hat. I 

remember the dress. It was a caramel color and 

off-white, and she had green eyes. She was 

really a pretty lady. Small stature with green 

eyes and a little turned-up nose. She walked 

down the steps off the porch ï we had a wrap-

around porch ï and Grandpa Kendall was out 

watering the lawn and he said to her, ñYou think 

you look pretty cute, donôt you?ò and then he 

turned the hose on her! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was he kind of a spiteful guy? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. He was just ornery. Just 

ornery! I remember that he used to chew 

tobacco and he smoked cigars. He could smoke 

the cigars in the house, but my mother would 

not permit him to chew tobacco in the house. 

When we lived in Seattle, he kept his chaw of 

tobacco out on the front porch and I remember 

as a child about five years old I went out and 

took a chaw of the tobacco. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Pretty powerful stuff! 
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Sen. Wojahn:  Awful stuff! Burnt my mouth 

like a blow torch. My mother said, ñIt served 

you right,ò as she washed out my mouth with 

soap and water. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did that cure you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Absolutely. I took a big chaw. It 

looked like licorice, you know. Iôll never forget 

that. Nor my motherôs remarks. I never got my 

mouth washed out with soap again either, but 

my brother and I got spanked occasionally. 

I can remember as a freshman in high school 

the football games because there was a lot of 

school spirit within the high schools in the state 

of Montana. We played one another and often 

would have a special train which would take the 

kids from Missoula to Helena, Butte or 

wherever the football game was being played. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Huge distances. 

Sen. Wojahn:  About two hundred miles, yes. I 

had an annual pass as a student from when I was 

twelve years old. Later, I went to Minneapolis 

for a football game when I was a freshman at 

the University of Washington. I remember 

going up to Rock Creek fly-fishing. My dad 

taught me to fly-fish in the Missoula River, 

which is a tributary of the Missouri River. We 

used to go to Rock Creek and to Lolo Hot 

Springs, close to where Chief Joseph was finally 

captured at Lolo Pass. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you kind of an out-

doorsy girl? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. I rode horseback and fly-

fished and was a tomboy. I played football. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was that with the guys? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. And I always had a dog. I 

had a Springer spaniel named Pal ï a black dog, 

pretty dog. I had a really good life. The 

atmosphere in Missoula was not geared toward 

education particularly. I did not get a good 

foundation there. I took my first year of Latin at 

Missoula High School and I didnôt learn a thing. 

I didnôt learn much in Algebra, either. I had a 

really tough time when we transferred back to 

Seattle because Roosevelt High School was 

ranked sixteenth nationally in scholastics. A 

very good school. I had to learn two years of 

Latin in one year. It was really tough. I managed 

to get a C but it was really tough. I practically 

memorized Caesarôs Gallic War. We had to 

decline verbs and the verb tenses were just 

deadly. The only thing that helped was the fact I 

was such a voracious reader so English was 

always easy for me and spelling was also easy. 

A foreign language should have been easy if Iôd 

had a better foundation. We didnôt have very 

good teachers in Montana. 

I did have occasion to meet two U.S. 

Senators in Missoula by age ten. One of my best 

friends, whoôd lived down the block from me, 

moved to the north end out by the University of 

Montana. We still remained friends even though 

they were a ways away. We had to cross the 

Missoula River which ran through the middle of 

town and separated north and south. Anyway, 

they lived next door to Mike Mansfield, who at 

that time was a professor, but who later became 

a U.S. Senator with whom I had contact when I 

was lobbying the ñTruth in Lendingò bill. It all 

worked together! It was incredible. My friends 

used to call him ñUncle Mike.ò That story 

comes later. This was in my growing-up years. 

Senator Dixon, who lived by us on East Pine 

had left office years ago, but I do remember one 

of his aides who lived in the district. She had a 

Girl Reserve Troop of which I was a member 

and we used to go to the Senatorôs house for 

meetings and to receive awards and occasionally 

we would meet the Senator who kept an office 

in his home. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Weôll have to remember that. I 

wonder if that little taste of proximity, shall we 

say, made the field of politics more accessible to 

you. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It may have been. I donôt know. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I wanted to ask you how the 

Depression impacted your family. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was ages ten to fourteen during 

the Depression in Montana. It didnôt impact us. 

We were protected, but the people around us 

were not, and my family was always helping 

people. The banks closed. No one could get into 

the banks, so everybodyôs money was tied up or 
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lost. I remember taking a can of food to get in to 

the movies instead of paying ten or fifteen cents. 

I knew there was something wrong but I didnôt 

know what it was. I remember my folks putting 

their money into Postal Savings. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did your parents talk about 

the Depression very much? You said you didnôt 

quite understand it. 

Sen. Wojahn:  The only thing I knew, because 

we lived so close to the railroad tracks, we had 

people coming to our house to ask for work or 

food. They had been ñriding the railsò and had 

come from other states or sections of the 

country looking for jobs. They would come and 

ask for food; my mother always gave them food, 

but she never let them in the house. She would 

fix some food or give them a hot meal of what 

we were eating at that time, and then they would 

go on. That was almost an every-day occasion. 

Well-dressed people, too. They wanted work 

and we had nothing we could give them. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did your parents give you any 

explanation as to why this was happening? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They just said there was a 

Depression and that it wasnôt affecting the 

railroads too much where we were located, but 

we needed to stay there because if we were to 

go back to the Coast my dad would have had no 

job. His job in Seattle had been eliminated. We 

understood that. So instead of staying one year 

we stayed five years. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Do you think they had a lot of 

anxiety about what was going on themselves? 

Sen. Wojahn:  If they did, they never 

communicated their anxiety to us. We were 

sheltered from that. Whether they had felt it, I 

donôt know. While my family did pretty well 

during the Depression because my dad kept his 

job, the Depression didnôt hit quite as hard in 

Montana. People were mainly farmers or 

ranchers and so could truck farm, and there was 

food to be hunted and fished; they had enough 

to eat. Also, there was an Army garrison nearby, 

Fort Missoula, which brought some cash in to 

the local economy. The sugar beet factory in 

Missoula continued to operate during the 

Depression and farmers could supply sugar 

beets to the factory. Also, Missoula was a 

railroad hub and the NP had a steady troop of 

people to maintain the railroad and the hospital. 

In contrast, the Coast ï Seattle ï was in terrible 

shape. 

My grandfather was taken care of. He was 

either in Tacoma living at the Croft Hotel or he 

was with us. He would come and stay for a 

while and then heôd go back to Tacoma. I 

remember twice my mother had to go to 

Tacoma to get him because he wouldnôt eat. Lee 

Croft, the hotel owner, called my mother on the 

telephone and said that Grandpa wouldnôt eat 

because he wouldnôt pay a tax token. He was so 

angry with Governor Martin for imposing a 

sales tax and he was never going to vote for 

another Democrat. My mother had to leave 

home and get on the train to Tacoma. I 

remember her telling us how she got a big paper 

bag and filled it with tax tokens and gave it to 

Grandpa and said, ñGrandpa, you eat.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Can you explain what tax 

tokens were and how they worked? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Everything you bought you also 

had to pay tax tokens. It was the forerunner of 

the state sales tax. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Not just cash, but you had to 

have these special little things? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. As I remember, you could 

buy a lot of tax tokens for a dollar. Instead of 

the retailers taxing you, people had to pay tax 

tokens when they bought items. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Itôs not like now when you get 

your bill and then they tag it on at the end? You 

had to do it yourself? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. That was very 

political because, rather than requiring the 

retailers to do it, the burden was placed on the 

customer who was required to provide the tax 

token along with the purchase amount. I donôt 

remember if it was on everything or just on 

food. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Itôs interesting that the tax was 

on food. Thatôs the thing people are most 
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reluctant to tax, usually. Were the tokens like 

coins or tickets? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They were made out of tin or 

aluminum. They were real light. They were 

about the size of a nickel and had a hole in the 

middle. For every so much you had to give a tax 

token. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So the retailer would collect 

all these little tokens and then turn them in to 

the state? Or did they just sort of circulate? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Theyôd turn them in to the state. 

You bought the tax tokens, you paid for them, 

and the money that you paid for the tax token 

went to the state to support programs. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Would you get them at an 

ordinary store or would you have to go 

somewhere special to get them? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt remember. I wasnôt 

buying very much at that time. My mother was 

ill. One of the things that occurred when we 

lived in Easton, my dad had an infection in his 

finger and had gone down to the hospital in 

Tacoma, I think, and gotten some medication ï 

alum ï to put on his finger. Well, we didnôt have 

electric lights and my mother got up in the 

middle of the night. Instead of lighting the lamp, 

she went in the bathroom ï which we could use 

during the summertime because the plumbing 

was there, but during the winter it froze and we 

had to use an outhouse. That was all part of 

growing up. She went in to take some Epsom 

salts because she was feeling bilious and she 

took the alum instead. It closed her stomach. I 

remember they took her to the hospital in Cle 

Elum and she was in and out of the hospital. 

They had to make a new opening in her 

stomach. She was one of the first persons to 

survive an operation called a gastroenterostomy 

surgery, which was a new opening in her 

stomach by her heart. The doctorôs name was 

Dr. Lampson. He had just come from the Mayo 

Clinic and was familiar with the surgery. During 

her lifetime, she had sixteen major surgeries. 

She used to go with him to different medical 

meetings and he would display her as living 

proof that she had survived this unusual surgery. 

The surgery is more commonplace now, I guess. 

Not commonplace, but it happens. They do 

gastric resections I guess now, but this was a 

new opening to her stomach. 

When we moved to Seattle we had a 

housekeeper because she was in the hospital 

most of the time. Thatôs part of growing up. I 

remember I was about five years old, and there 

was a smallpox epidemic, and my brother and I 

were supposed be vaccinated. But my mother 

was in the hospital. My dad was going to take 

us. He was gone from home a lot and not 

available because at the time there was a series 

of silk trains traveling from the Seattle Port and 

going east to silk factories. Because the product 

was so valuable coming in from Japan, they had 

to have an official ride the silk trains all the way 

into Minneapolis, so heôd be gone for days at a 

time. But we had a housekeeper. We called her 

ñGrandma,ò although she wasnôt my grandma. 

My mother had made me all these dresses; she 

sewed. Even when I was little I had these 

dresses with little pants to match. My dad 

couldnôt find a pair of pants to match the dress. 

But Grandma hadnôt ironed and so she didnôt 

have a pair of pants. So he said, ñTo hell with it, 

you and your brother are not going to get a 

vaccination,ò and I was so glad because I 

thought it was going to hurt. I remember that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  For lack of the proper clothing 

you might get smallpox? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He fumbled around. He had to 

dress me and he wasnôt very good. Grandma 

hadnôt ironed me an outfit, and he was frustrated 

anyway, so I didnôt get vaccinated. We had just 

come from Easton. I was probably in 

kindergarten at the time and I guess I was pretty 

healthy. My mother, I can remember even 

growing up, she would always bring us orange 

juice in bed every morning to wake us up. Fresh 

orange juice every day. It was kind of neat. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Though you were healthy as a 

horse, apparently, your mother was not? 

Sen. Wojahn:  My mother was not. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So you grew upé 

Sen. Wojahn:  Without a mother. 
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Ms. Kilgannon:  ébut with a lot of awareness 

of medical issues and care? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Of medical issues, right. 

My family didnôt talk politics, we talked 

medicine mostly. I was aware that people could 

get sick. I remember going to the hospital 

several times because she was going to die, but 

she didnôt. I remember being prepared because 

Mother was going to die, and then my real 

grandmother would come and stay with us for a 

while, Grandmother Ogilbee from Portland. My 

aunt, Hattie-belle, would come and stay with us 

and then my mother would get well, and come 

home and then sheôd get sick again and sheôd 

have to go back for another operation. She kept 

getting adhesions and theyôd have to go in and 

break up the adhesions around her heart. In spite 

of her problems, she lived to be eighty-six years 

old. She outlived my dad. 

But I remember too, going back to the 

Missoula days, one time my mother got a note 

from the doctor at the Northern Pacific hospital 

in Tacoma saying that Grandpa was acting up 

and was being ornery. He wouldnôt take his 

medicine and could she please come over. When 

my mother got to the hospital, the nurse told that 

every time she gave Grandpa his medicine, he 

waited until she went out of the room ï he held 

it in his mouth ï and he went and opened the hot 

air register and spat it down the register. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  They must have caught him? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They caught him. And they said 

that he wouldnôt behave and somebody had to 

read him the riot act. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So that was your tiny, little 

mother? 

Sen. Wojahn:  My tiny, little mother had to 

come over and he minded her. He was like a 

child by this time. She said, ñDonôt you dare 

take me away from my family again. This has 

got to stop.ò Later on, when he went back to the 

Croft Hotel, when he had to have the tax tokens, 

she would read him the riot act and heôd behave 

for a while, then heôd get nasty again. Then he 

came to live with us and he turned the hose on 

her. Perpetual! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Quite a character. We havenôt 

actually talked about your Grandmother 

Ogilbee, who I think must have been a pretty 

interesting lady from your description. 

Sen. Wojahn:  My Grandfather Ogilbee died 

when I was a child, a baby, I think. I donôt even 

remember him. My Grandmother Ogilbee had 

all her property dug up and she had a flower 

garden. She raised flowers ï sunflowers. She 

just loved sunflowers. I remember that. We 

spent a lot of vacation time with her in Portland. 

My Aunt Hattie-belle lived with her, and my 

aunt, who did not marry young, would always 

take us to various places. I remember going to 

the zoo in Portland. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Sheôd take you to the circus, 

you said. 

Sen. Wojahn:  The circus. Sheôd take us to the 

zoo, and she always knew where the good 

hamburger places were. That was before 

McDonaldôs. There was a place where you 

could get hamburgers and theyôd put all these 

different things on them. All the goodies which 

we think about now. She took us to the park. 

Thatôs how I remember her. She always planned 

things for us when we were there so that we 

were entertained. 

I remember I thought my Grandma was 

awfully messy. One time, when I was eight or 

nine years old, I told her to go into the living 

room and stay out of the kitchen because I was 

going to clean it up. We were living in Seattle at 

the time. She had a pantry and an old coal and 

wood range. I cleaned it all up and it was really 

nice and I organized her pantry and her kitchen 

and she was just delighted. She was a messy 

cook, but a good one. I remember later going to 

Portland from Missoula, I cleaned and 

organized her kitchen. Later, my aunt 

modernized the kitchen and added a dressing 

room. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What did your aunt do? Did 

she just look after her mother? 

Sen. Wojahn:  My aunt had gone to school in 

Oregon for two years, to Linfield College, to 

become a teacher. She became a teacher, but she 
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didnôt like teaching and quit and then she went 

to work in business. When she finally retired, 

she was doing bankruptcies, working for an 

attorney referee in bankruptcy. Earlier, she was 

an auditor for a radio station in Portland. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Do you think she preferred a 

career to marriage? 

Sen. Wojahn:  My mother went down and lived 

with my grandmother for awhile so my aunt 

could do her own thing. But my aunt took care 

of Grandma, although eventually my 

grandmother went to a nursing home and my 

aunt sold the family home and moved into an 

apartment. She always had boyfriends, but she 

didnôt marry until the age of fifty-eight, to a 

gentleman who was a telegrapher for the 

Southern Pacific Railroad. After my 

grandmother had died at age one hundred. The 

nursing home was operated by the Seventh Day 

Adventist church in Portland. They were very 

good to Grandma. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I thought your family were 

Methodists? 

Sen. Wojahn:  My family were always 

Methodists. My mother was the organist for the 

First Methodist Church when she was a girl in 

Portland. My grandmother, up to the day she 

went in the nursing home, tithed for the church. 

She was always a good Methodist. We were all 

raised in that faith. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I like the story of her in the 

hospital with the priest. Could you tell that 

again? 

Sen. Wojahn:  That was funny. She was eighty-

six, living at home at that time and she fell and 

broke her hip. They took her to St. Vincentôs 

Hospital in Portland and sandbagged her hip 

instead of setting it because they didnôt think 

sheôd survive the anesthetic. And she went into 

a coma and my aunt was called to come to the 

hospital because the doctors believed she was 

dying. My aunt rushed to the hospital and as she 

was approaching Grandmaôs room, a young 

priest walked out of the room and he was 

laughing. He said, ñGrandma is fine.ò Then he 

said, ñI went in the room and I was laying out 

my vestments to administer the Last Rites of the 

Church when Grandma raised up out of her 

coma and said, óYoung man, I was born a 

Methodist, I was raised a Methodist and I plan 

to die a Methodist. Get out of here.ôò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  No Catholic Last Rites for her. 

Sen. Wojahn:  No! That was my Grandma. 

That is the story thatôs remained at St. Vincentôs 

Hospital. She lived to be one hundred. Her hip 

healed but she had trouble walking after that. 

She used a cane and they had a housekeeper 

with her, but thatôs when she decided to go into 

the nursing home. The house was sold and my 

aunt moved into an apartment. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You once said that she went 

around town preaching the evils of liquor. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, yes. She was a member of 

the WCTU, Womenôs Christian Temperance 

Union. I inherited my Grandma Ogilbeeôs 

tenacity, I guess. She would ride the street cars 

in Portland preaching the evils of John 

Barleycorn and also preaching for womenôs 

right to vote, womenôs suffrage. She became 

almost an icon in Portland during that time. She 

did that until the amendment was passed, I 

guess. In the state of Washington we had the 

womenôs right to vote much earlier. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Yes. 1910. Do you think that 

she knew Abigail Duniway? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt know. She probably did, 

but I donôt have any of her records. She never 

talked to me about it. But I know that she did it 

because of the stories I was told by family and 

friends. She had some expressions that were 

priceless. I remember my Grandmother Ogilbee 

used to say, ñyouôns and weôuns.ò It was 

colloquial from Iowa, I guess, where she was 

born. ñCômon, youôns, letôs go. Letôs go to 

market.ò Or, ñweôuns will go.ò I remember that. 

She was a little tiny lady. She didnôt weigh one 

hundred pounds, I bet. The Oregonian came out 

and took her picture when she sold her house 

after she got out of the hospital; she was about 

eighty-six, standing beside her sunflowers. They 

were taller than she was. Iôve got the picture. 

She had an old swing rocker that I saved. And I 
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still have that chair and a piano chair. The 

original upholstery is still on the rocker. The 

upholstery on the piano chair isnôt original 

because it became too tattered. The piano chair 

has been reupholstered twice. Both chairs are 

over one hundred years old. 

My mother tells this story. One time my 

Uncle Alan Ogilbee was home with my mother 

ï they were about seven and eight years old and 

Grandma was out in the yard gardening. A 

census taker came to the house and my uncle 

answered the door and the census taker wanted 

to know how many people lived in the house, 

and my uncle said there were five: ñThere is me, 

my mother and my dad, my sister, Ted ï he 

called her Ted ï and my baby sister Hattie-

belle.ò Then the census-taker said, ñWhat 

nationality are you?ò And he said, ñWell, my 

mother is Scotch and Irish. My dad is 

Pennsylvania Dutch and my sister and I and 

Hattie-belle are half-breeds.ò Thatôs the story; 

my mother couldnôt get over that; it was one of 

her funniest memories and she kept it forever. 

My uncle Alan Ogilbee was a tailor in Portland. 

He was a marvelous tailor. He wouldnôt study 

and played hooky from school and my 

grandfather, who was working in the schools ï 

heôd helped many friends get positions as 

teachers in schools in Portland and they reported 

on my uncle not going to school. According to 

my mother, my uncle was a wizard at 

mathematics, but lousy in verbal concepts. My 

grandfather said, ñYouôre going to do 

something,ò and he gave my uncle a choice of 

either going to school or taking an 

apprenticeship as a tailor. He became a very fine 

tailor. He apprenticed maybe at age twelve, 

maybe fourteen. I donôt know. My mother 

taught music, private organ lessons, and was at 

one time the organist for the First Methodist 

Church in Portland. My aunt was the only one 

who went to college. She went to Linfield 

College in Oregon. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did she teach you music? 

Sen. Wojahn:  My mother said we had to learn 

the piano first. Then we could each have an 

instrument of our choice. My brother chose an 

accordion. I wanted a harp. My family said no, 

harps were too expensive, so they bought me a 

violin. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Not quite the same. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Not quite the same thing. But I 

always wanted a harp. For some reason I loved 

harp music. I donôt know whether they couldnôt 

afford it or whether they decided that it might 

not take. You couldnôt rent harps. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I donôt think that would be an 

easy instrument to get hold of. 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. We were living in Missoula 

at that time. So she taught us piano for about 

two years and then she hired a teacher. She 

taught us the scales and the basics and then it 

got to be too uncomfortable. She could make us 

practice if we were taking lessons because she 

could say, ñWeôre paying for lessons and you 

have to practice.ò She wasnôt able to impress 

upon us the need for it until she was paying for 

lessons. That was the reason. 

My brother, Donald Lee, developed 

nephritis, a kidney disease, when he was about 

fourteen, and I remember there was a doctor, 

Dr. Haas, at the Northern Pacific hospital in 

Missoula, Montana, whose daughter had had a 

kidney infection. The doctor had developed a 

program that he put her on and she overcame 

her illness. He put my brother on the same 

regimen. My mother had to cook a stew with 

many different vegetables: celery and carrots 

and turnips and any kind of fresh veggies and 

my brother had to take the broth and eat veggies 

and take some kind of horrible tasting fish-oil 

medicine that my mother put in grape juice 

twice a day. Sheôd put several drops of this fish 

oil in the grape juice so it wouldnôt taste so bad. 

The only thing he could have once in a while 

was a broiled lamb chop. He lived on cooked 

fresh vegetables, vegetable broth and fish oil for 

two years. He wasnôt allowed to have any salt. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was this to somehow cleanse 

his system? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, and to get his immune 

system working properly. Lots of liquids. He 

had to be on that diet for two years. I remember 

the veggies were just awful tasting without salt! 



14 

 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That was a pretty stiff regime. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Really stiff. And he 

overcame his illness. He was fine. It wasnôt until 

much later in life, after Don retired from the 

military and from his job as Utilities Director 

for the City of Aurora, Colorado, that he 

developed kidney failure. He was on dialysis for 

two years and then refused dialysis. He died of 

kidney failure in the military hospital, 

Fitzsimmons Army Hospital, in Aurora, 

Colorado, at the age of seventy-three, August 

1990. I spent two weeks with him before he 

died. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I guess the treatment was 

worth it, then. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. That was Doctor Haas. A 

very fine internist. After I moved into my 

condominium in Tacoma, I met Swan Johnson, 

one of the physiotherapists who started 

physiotherapy in Tacoma and was one of the 

head people of the Tacoma Elks Club. Swan had 

graduated from college in physiotherapy and 

started his practice at the Northern Pacific 

Hospital in Missoula, Montana. Swan Johnson 

had known Dr. Haas. Swan was born in Butte, 

Montana and had gone to Montana State 

College in Bozeman. He was one of the early 

physiotherapists in the state of Washington. He 

died several years ago at ninety-five-years of 

age. 

So thatôs all part of the history I can 

remember. I remember while living in Missoula, 

every time my dad was home for a few days ï 

he was on the road a lot ï we would go fly-

fishing. My dad taught me to fly-fish. Weôd 

pack a picnic dinner and pick up other railroad 

families and go fly-fishing. We went fly-fishing 

up Rock Creek and the Rattlesnake, both 

tributaries of the Missouri River. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Would that include your 

brother or just you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  My brother and me. During the 

summertime, while living in Missoula, we often 

went to Lolo Hot Springs, which is up at Lolo 

Pass, on the border of Idaho. We would fly-fish 

on the Locksaw River in Idaho. On other 

vacations, weôd drive to the Coast ï as Seattle 

was referred to by Montanans ï and weôd visit 

friends in Seattle or Tacoma, and we always 

stopped and stayed overnight in Spokane so we 

could go swimming in Natatorium Park. Or 

sometimes weôd go to Wallace, Idaho, and rent 

a cottage on a little lake. Those are the things I 

remember as a child. We always went as a 

family. Earlier in his career, my father had the 

opportunity for a promotion which would have 

opened the door to greater promotions in his 

career, but it would have meant leaving Seattle 

and interrupting the stability my parents wanted 

for my brother and me. As parents, they had 

bought a home in the University District in 

Seattle so my brother and I would be able to go 

from elementary school through college and live 

at home. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That would have been a 

totally different life. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It would have been different. 

Because my dad did not take the promotion, 

Missoula is the only place out of the state of 

Washington that I ever lived. My dad wanted 

me back in Seattle in the University District so 

that my brother and I could go through grade 

school, high school and college within walking 

distance of home. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you brought up with the 

idea that you would go to college? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. It was expected. I went to 

college, but then I got married and went to 

work. My brother graduated. I was exposed to 

the University a lot, though. My brother was in 

the school of architecture and the students were 

often given six-week projects. The students 

would start the project but didnôt get serious 

with it until about a week before it was due, and 

then in the last twenty-four hours ï we had this 

big old house in Seattle ï about ten of the 

students would bring their drawing boards and 

come up to the house and finish the project all 

over our house. The basement, every room in 

the house, including my brotherôs bedroom, 

there were drawing boards and boys and a girl. 

Dory-Anne Miller was one of the few women 

students. And they would be up there in the 
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house drawing and finishing their projects. It 

was a zoo. So I was exposed to students and 

higher education. I used to play on the campus 

when I was little. I married an architect, so it 

was all quite natural. 

When we moved back to Seattle, in 1935 or 

thereabouts, we used to go to Hood Canal or to 

Sol Duc Hot Springs. I remember one time we 

couldnôt get a cabin at Sol Duc, but we had 

blankets and we were sleeping out on the 

ground, which people did at that time. There 

was a carnival in town and lots of noise. The 

next morning some people from the carnival 

came around to where we were camping and 

said they were looking for a snake which had 

escaped the day before. Pretty soon they came 

back and theyôd found it. It had gotten stuck in a 

creek bed several yards from where we were 

sleeping. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Some things itôs better not to 

know! 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs like when our kids were 

little and we were traveling to California and 

camping on the way down. We were staying in 

the redwoods in Camp Richardson, and we had 

a couple of pup tents, but they didnôt have a 

floor in them. There was a lot of noise at night 

after weôd gone to bed and Gil and our two sons 

got up to see what was going on and they didnôt 

come back and they didnôt come back. Finally, I 

went to sleep and the next morning after we had 

broken camp and started driving, the boys said, 

ñCan we tell her now, Dad?ò And Gil said, ñNo. 

Not yet.ò And they kept saying it as we were 

driving down the peninsula towards San 

Francisco. We got to the Golden Gate Bridge 

about noon and they said, ñCan we tell her now, 

Dad?ò And he said, ñYes, you can tell her now,ò 

and they said, ñWhat we were doing last night 

was chasing the snakes back to the Sacramento 

River.ò The snakes would lie up on the river 

bank and sun themselves during the day and 

every evening the male campers would chase 

them back to the river. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Rattlesnakes? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I think they were probably 

just garter snakes or black snakes that arenôt 

dangerous. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  But still, not snakes youôd 

want to sleep with in a tent. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, no! If Iôd seen that Iôd have 

had a heart attack. I know. So we never camped 

after that. That was the end. I guess one time we 

did and I insisted on having an Army bed, one 

of those collapsible beds. But these things 

actually happened! I donôt remember anything 

while I was growing up that was really dramatic 

or unpleasant, except for the time my 

grandfather turned the hose on my mother. I do 

remember that from the time I was ten years old 

my mother let me buy my own clothes. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you interested in 

clothes? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Not particularly so, but I liked 

nice clothes and she always let me do my own 

shopping. She would tell me what I could spend 

and we had a charge account, even during the 

Depression. I used to go to a store called 

Donahueôs in Missoula and if it was more than I 

could spend, I always had to call and ask if I 

could spend more. But I had to justify the 

additional amount. So from the time I was ten I 

always bought my own clothes. She didnôt 

interfere. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, was this good training for 

making choices and managing your money? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Good training. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Iôm interested that you were 

brought up to go to college. Were you thinking 

that you would have a career, or was this just 

something to develop yourself? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I always thought I wanted to go 

into medicine. I wanted to go into laboratory 

type work. I took sciences in high school in 

order to do that, but then I worked on the 

newspaper in high school and I liked that, too. 

When I started school I was in journalism, 

communications. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  At the University? 
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Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. I liked it. I remember Ed 

Guthman was a sophomore when I was there. 

He later became the editor of the Philadelphia 

Examiner and also worked on the Kennedy 

presidential campaigns. He wrote a lead for me 

once. I was working on this story and I said, ñI 

canôt get it.ò You had to answer five questions: 

who, what, where, when, and how, and I didnôt 

have it all in and he wrote it. I donôt remember 

it, but it was good. I worked on The Daily 

before I started University. My friend was in 

journalism school, Cay (Catherine) Griffith; 

weôd gone through high school together. She 

was a year ahead of me. So we worked on The 

Daily together during the summer before I 

started at the University ï the Summer School 

Daily. Cay and I got two by-lines together at the 

summer school. I remember one of the leads. It 

was: ñYou smoke, you drink, you chew: life is a 

trap.ò We were writing a story about drinking 

pop ï carbonated beverages, and smoking. And 

we talked about how orange juice was better for 

you than carbonated beverages and how harmful 

cigarettes were. ñItôs a trapò because, as the 

doctors were saying at the time, the more 

carbonated beverages you drink, the more you 

needed. Carbonated beverages donôt quench 

your thirst. We interviewed the doctor at the 

University infirmary. The U didnôt have a 

medical school at the time; they had an 

infirmary. The doctor said we should stay away 

from cigarettes because they were habit 

forming, and it was better to drink pure 

lemonade than to drink carbonated beverages. I 

remember the story. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did that make a big 

impression on you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. But I started smoking 

because we got free cigarettes. The ad group for 

The Daily always had a drawer full of cigarettes 

which were free. So I started smoking 

cigarettes, Philip Morris. They came in samples 

of four in a package. We found them in Betty 

Lou Manleyôs desk. She was the advertising 

manager for The Daily. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I donôt think people 

understood then about the dangers. 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. They didnôt know that. The 

summer school editor of The Daily, Mo 

(Morton) Lachman, later became the gag writer 

for Bob Hope. Also, he wrote the first series of 

All  in the Family. Mo Lachman, he was a 

brilliant man. He was recently admitted to the 

University of Washington Communications hall 

of fame. Cay Griffithôs brother, Tom Griffith, 

also graduated from UW School of 

Communications and later became an editor of 

Time Magazine. These are UW people who 

became famous. I understand that Mo never 

worked in the newspaper business, but the 

others did. Another graduate, Ed Garrison, who 

was going with Cay, was at one time the 

publicist for the Washington State Republican 

Party. 

One assignment I was given was to write a 

story on the Walker-Ames lecturers, who were 

scheduled to speak at the University of 

Washington. Neville Chamberlain, the Prime 

Minister of England, was a scheduled speaker. I 

reported that Prime Minister Chamberlain was 

coming to the U of W in September, but he was 

actually in Germany negotiating peace between 

the Czechs and Germany, ñPeace in Our Time.ò 

The editor yanked the story and gave me hell. It 

was a foregone conclusion Chamberlain 

couldnôt be in two places at once. I started 

college and was assigned to the society column, 

covering sorority affairs. All of the juniors and 

seniors coming back to school got the good 

beats. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, you started college and 

you were in communications and working on 

the paper. What other kind of courses did you 

take? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I took Political Science. I took a 

year of French to prove I could do it because Iôd 

had such trouble in Latin. I had to take one 

quarter of English. I also took several literature 

classes, sociology, and psychology. No more 

sciences. I didnôt go to gym so I flunked my 

gym class. I was taking square dancing and it 

was such an effort I just dropped it. If I had paid 

a dollar I could have dropped my gym class and 

avoided getting an E. I should have dropped the 

course. 
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Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you living in a dorm? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I lived at home. I didnôt pledge. 

My brother went through órushô and decided not 

to pledge a fraternity, so my family wouldnôt 

pay for me to join a sorority. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you want to? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. My brother said I didnôt 

need to join a sorority, and shouldnôt because I 

would develop bad habits. My parents listened. 

My mother apologized later on, on her death-

bed. She thought it was more important to me 

that it really was. My cousins in Kansas could 

never understand why my brother and I did not 

become members of a Greek organization. They 

had all graduated from the University of Kansas 

and had pledged. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What did that mean for your 

college life? 

Sen. Wojahn:  When I had covered social 

issues for The Daily, I was invited to many 

sorority events and was invited to join several 

but I didnôt. I got a job that summer after my 

first year of college, working as a model at I. 

Magnin and I never went back, although I was 

enrolled for my sophomore year. I was having 

too much fun and I was earning my own money 

for the first time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You only went to school for 

one year? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. But I had a lot of 

experiences. I worked on The Daily all the time 

I was in school and knew all the journalists. My 

brother graduated; I didnôt. I worked at I. 

Magnin for a couple of years and then the war 

broke out and I went to work for the Corps of 

Engineers and I married. I left I. Magnin 

because I wanted to help the war effort and 

needed to work to help my husband get through 

college. I didnôt know what I wanted to do with 

my life at that point. And I didnôt feel the urge 

to go back to school. I was happy with what I 

was doing. And then the war came. 

My husband went back to school. He had 

quit school in order to earn money to continue 

his schooling. I should have gone back to school 

after Gil graduated. Could have, but I didnôt. I 

would go back now if I werenôt eighty years old. 

Years later, I took some courses in economics 

and labor economics at Tacoma Community 

College because I needed the information for 

my job with the Washington State Labor 

Council, AFL-CIO. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I donôt think it was that easy 

to go back, then, was it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. It wasnôt. Nobody did. 

Now, in the last thirty years they have. I could 

have gone back but I helped my husband get 

through school and then I worked for him when 

he had his office. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  We slid over your I. Magnin 

job pretty quickly. How did you happen to start 

doing that? What was that like? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was fun. I just decided I 

wanted to do something different and had seen 

an ad in the paper for a model and I went down 

and applied. I didnôt think Iôd get hired and I 

did. I always worked the fashion shows and did 

stock work. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You would go down the plank 

in the dresses and show them off? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. We modeled for wealthy 

people. There were certain people who didnôt 

want to try the clothes on, but they wanted to 

see how they looked, so we would put them on 

and show them. We also did fashion shows. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs a kind of public 

performance. Did you already have this poise or 

did they teach it to you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I just had it. They said, ñI. 

Magnin models never pose.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It takes a kind of confidence 

to do that. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Whatever. I didnôt lack 

confidence. I worked on the student paper in 

high school. Roosevelt High School formed an 

honor society for women ï not the National 

Honor Society ï but one for women who were 

active in school affairs and I was a charter 

member. It was called ñSpurs,ò because 

Roosevelt High School was named for Teddy 

Roosevelt. I remember our school motto was: 
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ñWhat you are to be, you are now becoming.ò 

That was Teddy Rooseveltôs motto. The ñRough 

Ridersò were the boys, and the ñSpursò were the 

girls. I also earned a letter in field hockey and 

basketball. When I went to work for the Corps 

of Engineers, I joined the Washington Athletic 

Club, of which Iôm still a member. I played on 

the womenôs volleyball team at the Club and we 

won the womenôs volleyball championship that 

year. It was just intramural. I played a year of 

high school basketball in Montana. So those are 

things that I did. I still read. Iôve always read. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You had all these different 

experiences and they formed you ï who you are 

today. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I guess I am a composite of 

everything I actually did. I learned, not politics 

from my parents, but I was always aware. If you 

read and read the paper ï my family took three 

newspapers. They took the P-I because Mother 

wanted a morning paper. And Mother liked the 

Times; my dad liked the Seattle Star because he 

liked the sports page and the funnies. We 

always took three newspapers. So I was reading 

those. My family read, and my mother read to 

my brother and me when we were little or took 

us to the library to story hour. My boys went to 

story hour from the time when they were babies, 

and they were read to. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So you were just keeping up 

with affairs? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Keeping up with affairs. Always 

voted. I voted for Roosevelt, my first vote in a 

national election in1944. The last time he ran I 

was twenty-one. Iôve always voted. I went down 

and registered and voted for Roosevelt. I donôt 

think my family did. My aunt was Republican 

and was the Secretary/Treasurer for the 

Republican Party in Oregon. Thatôs when she 

worked for the radio station. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Would you have kept your 

views to yourself? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Well, I listened to her sound off. 

When I was going to school I took Sociology 

and Psychology. And when I was taking 

Sociology in college, I knew I wasnôt a 

Republican. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What was it that did it for 

you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I read about the Wobblies and 

the social problems. With the Sociology class 

we went to the Red Light district in Seattle and 

to see the bums on the street. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  A little slice of life. 

Sen. Wojahn:  We had a pretty broad 

background. My Sociology professor was Dr. 

Laviolette. I still remember his name. He used 

to take us down in a bus. During the Depression 

I saw the óhave-notsô and I knew my family was 

taking food to people. And I knew, at times, that 

I could get into a movie by giving a can of food. 

So I knew there were the óhave-notsô out there. I 

was never in an orphanage, but I knew they 

existed. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did your parents talk about 

Roosevelt and the New Deal and the different 

things that were going on? Or was that was 

something you just did on your own? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Not particularly. But I knew 

there was a WPA and a CCC. I think they were 

at Fort Missoula. The Works Project 

Administration was building public things. And 

I knew that it was a social program. We moved 

back to Seattle when the people marched on 

D.C., the veterans, to get their earned bonuses. I 

remember seeing that. I remember reading about 

capital punishment and I could never agree that 

it was right. I used to suffer when Iôd see a 

movie in which somebody was put to death. I 

would wring my hands and say, ñThatôs not 

right.ò I had a social conscience which must 

have been imbued in me by osmosis. How else? 

My parents didnôt talk about things, particularly. 

They were just kind people with common sense, 

a sense of community. They believed they were 

their brotherôs keeper. 
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Ms. Kilgannon:  But they did things? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They did things. They were 

doers. And my brother and I were doers, and 

they expected us to be doers. ñDonôt just stand 

there, do something!ò My mother always used 

to say, ñIf you see something thatôs wrong, 

donôt just stand there, do something.ò She didnôt 

tell me what to do. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  At that time, who was ñdoing 

somethingò was the government. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That might have been some 

kind of object lesson on how to solve problems. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. And my dad was on the 

management side. I think heôd suffered as a 

child. Theyôd never been without; theyôd never 

suffered economically, but it wasnôt good. He 

didnôt have a mother. He didnôt have a 

childhood, really. So he wanted to protect us 

and to give us a chance to be children and to 

play and to never have to work. I never worked 

at a job until I marched into I. Magnin and 

thought I wanted to be a model. Then I decided 

I wanted to work for the Corps of Engineers. 

My brother was in the Corps of Engineers. 

When he graduated from the University of 

Washington, he had served four years in ROTC 

and he had to give back part of that to the 

government. So he was immediately placed on 

active duty and sent to Fort McArthur, 

California, which was a coast artillery Army 

base. Heôd started out in the coast artillery in 

college because thatôs what the University of 

Washington trained in. He was doing his Army 

payback. He was a playboy in California 

because they didnôt have to do anything. That 

was really the country club of the Army ï on the 

Pacific Ocean and around Del Mar. Then the 

war broke out and thatôs when he became a 

man. 

My brother told us the story as follows: The 

day Pearl Harbor was attacked, they knew we 

were at war. Next, the Japanese attacked Adak 

in the Aleutian Islands and the Army had to get 

troops to Alaska, fast. They commandeered 

commercial airlines from all over the country to 

fly into Army posts to pick up soldiers. My 

brother was put on an Eastern Airlines plane 

which was flying from New York to Miami. It 

was grounded in Columbia, South Carolina and 
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the passengers were evacuated from the plane. 

The plane flew to Fort MacArthur in southern 

California and picked up the coast artillery 

troops. They gave each soldier a machine gun, 

flew them up to Nome, Alaska, and told them 

they might have to fight their way off the plane. 

All these planes were converging on Alaska 

from all over the United States with the troops, 

but the Japanese werenôt there. There wasnôt a 

soul there. The Japanese had landed at Adak and 

then they left. The Americans thought they 

would go north and land in Nome and work 

their way down the peninsula, eventually 

winning Alaska. He was kept in Alaska for two 

years because it was believed that the Japanese 

might try to come back. It was so cold ï it was 

in December or January. The soldiers were all in 

their summer uniforms ï then Army supply sent 

them tropical Quonset huts ï to Alaska! The 

inefficiency of the Army. The troops dug into 

the snow banks and lived in snow caves ï 

tunneled into the snow banks ï they had to dig 

in somehow and the snow froze as they dug. 

The Army Quartermaster really goofed! 

Eventually, they sent the right ones. There was 

no fresh food; all they had to eat for days were 

canned pears. My brother got into trouble with 

his health because of it. Because heôd had 

nephritis, Brightôs kidney disease, when he was 

a teenager. He managed to survive. He was 

there for two years. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Itôs surprising they could 

survive that. 

Sen. Wojahn:  This tells you what happens in 

an emergency situation. This actually happened! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How many soldiers were sent 

up there? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I have no idea, but it was 

probably a battalion; Iôm sure, which would be a 

number of companies. A battalion is usually 

commanded by a major and I think they had 

that. My brother was a second lieutenant at the 

time, but they had a corps of officers. Maybe 

one-half a battalion, I donôt really know. 

Eventually, there was no more use for the coast 

artillery, so my brother was given a choice of 

the Corps of Engineers or the paratroopers or 

the military police. Because of his building 

background, he was assigned to the Corps of 

Engineers. He was still stationed in Nome, 

Alaska. He wrote to me that I should do 

something to help with the war work. He had a 

social conscience, too. So I marched down to 

the Corps of Engineers district office in Seattle. 

The fellow who was in charge was an Army 

major. He was a graduate of West Point. I saw 

his ring. I said, ñI think I need to work for the 

Corps of Engineers, and I want to apply.ò I was 

hired. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you feel like you were 

contributing to the war effort? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, I did. We worked seven 

days a week, no holidays. We were officed in a 

textile building in Seattle. The Army Engineers 

took over the whole building. It was a 

demarcation point for all of the people 

developing the Alaskan Highway. I worked in 

Personnel and we hired workers for the Al-can 

Highway. It was necessary to get a highway 

built and a supply line established to Alaska 

because of the possibility of a Japanese victory 

in Alaska. I was in the discharge section of the 

Corps. Surveyors would come in to report to us 

and theyôd tell us of the beautiful country which 

had never been surveyed before, all the way to 

Alaska. They had these incredible tales of the 

beauty of the land and how natural it was and 

the wildlife theyôd seen. It was incredible. 

Thatôs where I ran across the name of one guy 

whose name was Harry Bottom. We used to 

crack up with these names which would come 

out. Another girl was named Crystal Bell. Those 

are the two names I remember. There were 

some hilarious names. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  People were coming from all 

over, I suppose? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They had to be engineers and 

surveyors. The Corps recruited them from all 

over. I worked in the report section, so we saw 

the workers when they came back from 

completing their work. Thatôs where the stories 

were. The stories about the animals theyôd seen 

ï the caribou and the wildlife ï in this uncharted 

territory. The surveyors were going into that 
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new country and found it absolutely magnificent 

country. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Have you ever been up there? 

Did you ever go by way of the highway? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Iôve been to Fairbanks and 

Anchorage, but no, Iôve never driven the 

highway. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I wondered if you were 

inspired to do that. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I wanted to. My brother was 

stationed in Anchorage and he drove the Al-can 

Highway. That was sometime later after the 

war. They had to buy several sets of tires 

because the roads were so bad. They finally got 

stations set up along the way where you could 

buy tires as you were going up. Now itôs quite 

refined, I guess. I have never driven the 

highway, but I guess itôs beautiful country. Now 

itôs become old hat to a lot of people. It isnôt 

that exciting anymore. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I heard that in the early days it 

was quite a feat to get up there. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. It started in Edmonton, as I 

remember. Thatôs where we picked them up. 

When we got them, I was in the reports section, 

discharging the crews where they were coming 

off of the project because theyôd completed their 

survey and the road was beginning to be built. 

Then the surveying was all through at that point. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The Alaska story in the war is 

not that well known, but an important link in the 

defenses. Did your brother ever see active 

fighting, or was he more or less just stuck up 

there? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. He was stuck up there until 

MacArthur went into the Philippines. He was 

transferred from the coast artillery because there 

was no longer a need for coastal defense, and he 

went into the Corps of Engineers, because he 

was in architecture and engineering in school. 

He ended up in the Philippines in a mop-up 

campaign. He took his accordion with him to 

Alaska. When the war was over he was on a 

ship going to Japan and there was a tropical 

storm and the ship got soaked, and the 

accordion just disintegrated. After all that time! 

It had been all over the world. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Iôll bet he was quite 

entertaining. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was very entertaining and 

was real good. It kept the morale of the troops 

up, I guess. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It would be cheerful. Letôs get 

back to your story. What were you doing when 

it was Pearl Harbor day? A lot of people 

remember that moment. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Pearl Harbor: I was going with 

my husband. We werenôt married yet. Gil was 

still in college. We were down at Gunderson 

Jewelers. My husband lived in Tacoma and 

Gundersonôs had a small specialty shop in 

Tacoma, at Ninth and Broadway in the triangle-

shaped building. I had come down to stay with 

my husbandôs mother and sister and weôd gone 

down to Gundersonôs to pick out my 

engagement ring. We had just come out of 

Gundersonôs and Iôd picked out a raw stone, a 

star sapphire, and weôd ordered the setting. Gil 

was getting this for me. I was getting him a 

black star sapphire. We walked out of the store 

about eleven a.m. and went across the street 

from Gundersonôs to have coffee. In the coffee 

shop the radio was on and the announcer started 

calling and demanding that all military 

personnel report to duty: ñReport immediately 

to their respective bases of command.ò This was 

repeated over and over again. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Without saying what had 

happened? 

Sen. Wojahn:  We didnôt know what had 

happened. We just heard this over the 

loudspeaker which came on because of the radio 

in this restaurant. There were servicemen who 

got up and left and nobody knew what was 

happening. They didnôt tell you. We got to Gilôs 

home, walked up to the door and his mother and 

sister came rushing out and said that the 

Japanese had bombed Pearl Harbor at eight a.m. 

This was eleven a.m. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, your happy day, your 

momentous day, ended this way? 
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Wedding day photograph:  (L to R) Gilôs sister, Gil, Lorraine, Lorraineôs father, Gilôs 

mother, Lorraineôs mother. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was destroyed. Had the draft 

started? I donôt remember. Iôm not sure about 

tax tokens and Iôm not sure about the draft. It 

may have started at that time, but I donôt 

remember. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I know that it wasnôt totally a 

surprise to some people that there would be a 

war. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was to me. I was shattered. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You didnôt think that the 

Americans would join the war effort? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I didnôt think that we would be 

bombed. That was a shock. According to the 

newspaper, negotiations were going on in D.C., 

but there was nothing, no alert that it could end 

up in war ï although Iôm sure the politicians 

knew it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you feel that with the 

European war that sooner or later the Americans 

would be in it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt think I ever thought weôd 

ever end up in the war. It wasnôt affecting me 

that much. My brother was in the service and I 

was really hoping there wouldnôt be a war 

because he would be in the thick of it. So I 

never gave it much thought. ñIôm a happy girl.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Youôre getting marriedé 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. Getting married. 

We hadnôt set the date, but we were getting 

engaged and that was the day we were doing our 

thing. I was also picking out my china and my 

silver and crystal. Iôd already picked out my 

silver; I knew what I wanted at Frederickôs in 

Seattle. I hadnôt picked out the china, but Iôd 

picked out some crystal and some china which 

was just earthenware made in Britain. Of 

course, the last boat which was to bring the 

completion of our set was sunk by a U-boat, so 

we never were able to complete our set. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  History interferes with your 

dishes! 

Sen. Wojahn:  Interferes with my dishes. I 

picked out the Shakespeare pattern which was 

made by Myott and Son in England. Every dish 

had a different picture of Shakespeare. Iôve still 

got them. We got all they had. We bought them 

that day. They were just earthenware. We 

werenôt buying bone china; we were just buying 

good earthenware. We were going to take the 

dishes with us. The store was going to get more 

that they had in Seattle. We went ahead and 
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The happy newly weds 

ordered some more to complete the set. I 

remember the store called us later on and told us 

that the company which made the dishes was 

bombed and that all of their molds were gone. 

They were never able to start up again. The ship 

carrying our dishes was sunk by a U-boat, so we 

never could complete our set. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I guess you just werenôt meant 

to have that set. 

Sen. Wojahn:  We werenôt supposed to have 

that set. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs pretty momentous. 

Sen. Wojahn:  That really was. All these things 

happened. Then the silver I had picked out, 

became impossible to get because the company 

went out of business. I have a service for eight, 

but I canôt get any more. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I suppose people werenôt 

having that many dinner parties once the war 

got going. 

Sen. Wojahn:  We forgot about it at that time. 

Iôd bought the knives, which had stainless steel 

blades, because I was afraid stainless steel ï 

because of the war effort ï wouldnôt be 

available. So I bought eight butter spreaders and 

eight knives because they had the stainless steel 

blades. I didnôt buy anything else. So I had eight 

knives and eight butter spreaders but no forks or 

spoons. I finally got them, but then they went 

out of business. Everybodyôs going to stainless 

steel. I wish I had. It doesnôt tarnish. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  But I remember everyone had 

silver, then. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Everybody had to have sterling 

and they had to have good dishes and good 

china. I didnôt buy bone china because it would 

be impractical, but I was going to get my 

sterling and crystal. You always had that. Thatôs 

what young engaged women considered 

important at that time. Then later on it didnôt 

matter anymore. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  We forgot to say how you met 

your husband. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Through my brother. I met all 

the architecture students. There were about ten 

of them and I met them all. I liked Gil better. He 

was older. His dad had been an architect and 

when Gil was about ten years old, his dad 

arranged for him to work with an architecture 

firm in Tacoma: Heath, Gove & Bell, 

sharpening pencils and things like that. But he 

was invited to go along on sketching trips with 

the architects. Gilôs father was friends with Mr. 

Gove. So, Gil was still in elementary school 

when he began working. Until his death, Gilôs 

dad paid the firm to let Gil work there. When 

Gil found this out, shortly after he started, Gil 

was furious. But he continued the work, 

nonetheless. Gil worked after school and 

weekends for Mr. Gove, on and off, until he 

went to college. So he was a pretty good 

draftsman when he started at the UW. Heôd 

been working part-time since he was ten years 

old! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Very young. What a great 

preparation! 

Sen. Wojahn:  Very young. His father was 

Prussian. His family had emigrated from Prussia 

before the First World War and settled in 

Stillwater, Minnesota. Gilôs father was an 

architect and he belonged to the Royal Academy 

of Architects in Canada and he did most of his 

work in Canada ï because he lived in Stillwater, 

Minnesota, which was on the border of Canada. 

Thatôs where he met Gilôs mother. She had 

emigrated from Scotland. I have a picture of the 

manifest of the ship she came over on. Her 
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name was Christina Drysdale McLeod and she 

is listed on the manifest. They had about ten 

kids. They were teachers or carpenters or 

architects ï builders. They all were trained. 

Gilôs dad was working for a firm in Tacoma and 

had design responsibility for the Holy 

Communion Church, which is located in 

Tacoma. It was designed after a church in 

Germany. At the time of his death, he was 

working on a church of a similar design, the 

Assumption Church in Bellingham. He was 

commuting to Bellingham. He got pneumonia. 

He didnôt know he was going to die; Gil was 

twelve years old. But Gil had already been 

working part-time for about two years. Working 

with Mr. Gove. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, it was just the way the 

family was? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. His sister got to college 

and she was helping Gil get through and he got 

through two years. He worked for two years 

before he started college, and then he had to 

stop for two years to earn money to go on. He 

worked at McNeil Island, designing a new cell 

block for the penitentiary and drawing homes 

for guards. He worked there for Heath, Gove & 

Bell. But Iôd met him with my brother and then 

I knew him when he came back. Then he still 

had three more years of college to go when we 

were married. Thatôs why I continued to work 

and help him get through. Architecture at the U. 

of W. was a five-year course. 

I went to work for the Corps of Engineers in 

1942. I. Magnin was where I worked prior to 

my marriage and before the Corps of Engineers. 

I was working at I. Magnin when he was 

working at McNeil. He would come over on 

weekends and weôd go dancing or go to the 

movies. Then he came back to school. I was still 

working at I. Magnin and then the war broke 

out. Gil went to work for the Corps of Engineers 

and he had to quit school again. Then he went to 

school part-time and I started working for the 

Corps of Engineers. Gil graduated in 1944 with 

a Bachelorôs degree in architecture. He was 

awarded the American Institute of Architectôs 

medal the year he graduated and also was 

elected to Tao Sigma Delta, the national 

architecture honors society. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Because he was married, he 

didnôt have to enlist? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He had to sign up for the draft, 

but then he went to work for the Corps of 

Engineers and he was stationed at the 

government locks where they were building 

ships for Coast Guard duty or to be used for the 

merchant marine. So he got tabbed as a naval 

architect because he had three years of school. 

He had to go back to school while he was still 

working for the Corps of Engineers to help with 

ship design. 

My uncle had a hundred-foot yacht which he 

took to Alaska twice a year. The Coast Guard 

commandeered it when the war broke out and 

used it as a Coast Guard vessel. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he ever get it back? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Never got it back. They 

bought it, finally and paid him what they 

thought it was worth. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, working for the Corps of 

Engineers was like part of the service? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was considered war effort. He 

was still going to school nights, because he 

could do some classes and didnôt have to be on 

campus. He tried to get into the four-year ROTC 

program. But he couldnôt. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he want to enlist? There 

was just an overwhelming social pressure to 

join. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He wanted to go in as an officer. 

He would have gone in. He couldnôt get in the 

ROTC because they didnôt take any more. He 

couldnôt get in the Navy because heôd ridden 

horses when he was a youngster and the Navy 

said his legs were a little bowed. Thatôs what 

they used as an excuse so he couldnôt get in as 

an officer. Toward the very end of the war he 

was drafted. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you worried? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Worried sick. He had 

gotten his notice to report to duty when the war 
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had ended. We just beat it by the skin of our 

teeth. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That was the defining time of 

your generation. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. But he would have gone 

and he was doing work which was very, very 

important to the war effort. They were still re-

commissioning ships. I think the ships they used 

here were used mostly for Coast Guard or for 

merchant marine. They were not troop ships or 

anything like that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  They had to have those, too. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Everything they had was being 

used, if you remember. All of our scrap metal 

was going into the war effort. We were on food 

ration stamps. We had to choose between butter, 

eggs and meat. I remember going to the grocery 

store with my food stamps and I had just enough 

stamps to buy some meat and they didnôt have 

much meat. I saw what I thought was a shank of 

ham and was so delighted I gave them all my 

food stamps and bought this shank of ham, got 

home and cooked it and it was a leg of pork. It 

wasnôt ham at all. I didnôt know the difference. 

We didnôt have any more meat for the rest of the 

month, and I didnôt cook it long enough. I had to 

re-cook it because it was pork. I think we went 

to a restaurant because my husband looked at it 

and he said, ñThis is not ham. This is pork and 

itôs not done.ò That happened! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Oh well, you were a newly-

wed. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Even milk was rationed. Gas 

was rationed. Gil had an old ô31 Chevrolet that 

barely ran, but we didnôt have gas for it. Then 

he did get a little more ration, so we bought a 

second hand Chrysler because he had to get to 

the government locks and there was no bus 

service to the locks. We lived in the Greenwood 

area, which was just beyond Ballard and we 

could get to the locks from there, but he had to 

have a car. So he got a few ration stamps for 

gas, but we couldnôt use it for anything else. We 

had to use it just for gas for him to get back and 

forth to work. I wasnôt working by that time. 

We had a baby, so I had to quit. I had to grocery 

shop so I had to have a baby buggy to grocery 

shop. Thatôs what happened in the war years. 

When the war years were over, Gil left the 

Corps of Engineers and went to work for an 

architectural firm in Seattle, a young firm, all 

graduates of the University of Washington. 

Bliss Moore, a classmate, who started the firm, 

was never in the service. He worked for the 

Boeing Company during the war. He also 

worked for the Corps of Engineers. Jim Klontz, 

another classmate, was in the Army. Mary Lund 

was the woman; she didnôt have to go to war. 

Bliss Moore was the principal and the rest were 

associate architects. They had the contract for 

the original Bellevue shopping center. And the 

costs were being underwritten by Miller 

Freeman and Kemper Freeman, Jr.  Gilôs firm, 

Bliss Moore and Associates, did the original 

shopping center in Bellevue, and from then on 

he was launched. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He was alright? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. And the war was over. 
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CHAPTER 2:  BALANCING FAMILY AND WORK 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I understand that your 

husband had had a scholarship to MIT but could 

not take advantage of it. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He graduated at the top of his 

class in school, but it was a very small class in 

architecture because it was during the war and 

he was working for the Corps of Engineers, but 

going to school part-time. He managed to 

graduate and got an award. He could have gone 

to MIT or to the Beaux Arts School in Paris, or 

anyplace he wanted to go, but he couldnôt 

accept it because the war was going on in 

Europe. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Paris was out of the picture. 

Sen. Wojahn:  And there was no way to go to 

MIT because he needed to stay with the Corps 

of Engineers where he was working in war 

work. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he regret losing that 

opportunity? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think he did. Then after that, 

he took his state boards and passed and there 

was no point in going back to school. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And pretty soon you had a 

family. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. Then I was home. I 

was working for the Corps and I quit. I didnôt go 

back to work until about 1954, I guess. Gil 

decided to open his own architecture office and 

I went back to work to help out. I canôt 

remember the exact dates, but I went to work at 

the Rhodes Department Store in the personnel 

department. I worked in coats and suits as an 

assistant buyer, and then down to cosmetics 

where I could make more money by 

representing specific cosmetics lines, such as 

Elizabeth Arden and Christian Dior. We were 

all assistant buyers there because we had our 

own lines. I was paid a monthly wage and paid a 

commission for cosmetics sales. A buyer quit 

and I was offered a buyerôs job, but I didnôt 

want to work that long at this type of job. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you still balancing 

taking care of your family and working at this 

time? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, but I had in-home help 

with the boys. I think they were in about the 

third and fifth grades at that time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was that hard to juggle? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Not really. Because I could 

go to work after they went to school and Gil was 

at the office and was available, and we had 

someone taking care of them after school, and 

we were home on weekends. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  When you think about 

womenôs experiences in the fifties thereôs this 

idea ï but itôs an idea only ï that everybody 

stayed home with their children. In fact, a lot of 

women went back to work. But somehow that 

was invisible. 

Sen. Wojahn:  A lot of them went to work in 

war industries during the war and then stayed if 

they had a job that was useable or wasnôt 

expendable with the war effort being over. They 

stayed, I didnôt. I worked until after the war and 

then stayed home, and then went back to work 

at the time that Gil wanted to open a practice. 

Women always put things off until their kids 

were in school or until their kids were out of 

school and they could have the time to do the 

things they wanted to do. They delayed their 

education if they didnôt finish their education. 

They delayed going back to work if they had a 

profession until after their children were 

partially raised. It was always ñafter.ò We 

always were second. We were second in 

command, always. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How did you feel about that? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was what we did. I didnôt 

think it was bad. I was active in PTA and doing 

the things that I wanted to do on the Citizensô 

Committee for School Support. I was busy, in 

addition to keeping up a house and doing the 

normal things: washing, cooking, ironing. It was 

no real burden. I accepted it. It was the thing 
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you did. I have to give Gil credit for always 

helping around the house. He could iron as well 

as I could, and often did. He enjoyed cooking, 

although he over-spiced everything; he figured 

that if a little spice was good, more would be 

better. On more than one occasion, however, Gil 

had the uncanny ability to ask if he could help 

long after help was needed. We didnôt have day 

care at that time. There wasnôt such a thing. You 

had to have someone to take care of your 

children. My kids were in school all day. They 

went to school at 8:30 a.m. and got out about 

3:30 p.m. So we just had to have part-time jobs. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I wanted to ask about when 

your kids were little. I understand they went to 

pre-school and that you were involved with 

that? Was that a co-op pre-school where the 

mothers helped run it, or was it a neighborhood 

school? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, I was involved in pre-

school. Before we moved from Seattle to 

Tacoma, I was involved in a pre-school in 

which the mothers helped out. We lived in 

Seattle until 1948. We had a co-operative pre-

school where the mothers came one day a week. 

So I did that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What did that involve? 

Organizing the shifts? Fundraising, that sort of 

thing? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. We hired a teacher. We all 

paid so much. I think the Seattle schools were 

part of it because we met in an elementary 

school which was free, so all we had to do was 

pay for the teacher. I donôt know what we paid 

the teacher to be there five days a week. There 

were enough mothers so each of us only had to 

be there one day a week. That went on until we 

moved to Tacoma. We moved to Tacoma 

because Gilôs sister, Avalon Lenore Wojahn, 

who was an art teacher at Lincoln High School, 

became ill and died at the age of thirty-five. 

Gilôs mom owned a house which she had 

mortgaged to pay for Avalonôs hospital care. 

We had to move to Tacoma because there was 

no one to take care of his mother or help her pay 

the mortgage. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  She was alone? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Alone in their family 

home. We moved there prior to Avalon dying. 

She was in the hospital and died of malignant 

hypertension. The family home was located on 

McKinley Hill , the east side of Tacoma. My 

husbandôs father was an architect in early 

Tacoma and had designed and built the house. It 

was a good house but located in a terrible 

neighborhood. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did the neighborhood change 

character? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It got even worse. It was bad 

enough when we lived there. It was in an old 

established blue-collar neighborhood. We 

bought it. We moved here and then, eventually, 

Gil transferred to an architectural firm in 

Tacoma. Shortly after Gil transferred, the 

Seattle firm disbanded because Bliss Moore 

died. Mary Lund, a former member of Bliss 
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Mooreôs firm, married George Davis, Jr. and 

also moved to Tacoma. George Davis also was 

an architect and classmate of Gilôs and Maryôs. 

His family owned the Tacoma Millwork Supply. 

Our oldest boy, Toby (Gilbert, Jr.)  was not 

in school yet; he was five. Our younger son, 

Mark, was about two and one-half. When 

Avalon died, Gil stayed and practiced with an 

architectural firm in Tacoma, Lea, Pearson & 

Richards, until he opened his own practice. 

Iôll have to tell you one of the funny things 

that happened when our older boy was about 

three years old and our youngest one was just a 

babe-in-arms. Weôd gone to Canada for a trip 

for a few days vacation. Toby, my oldest, never 

liked milk but I used to make him drink it. 

Coming back from Canada, he was quietly 

looking out the back window of the car. When 

we got to Marysville, Toby looked at me and 

said, ñIôm not going to drink any more milk. All 

it is, is grass.ò Heôd watched the cows grazing 

along the highway in the Skagit valley. I should 

have sent that to Readerôs Digest. It was a 

precious remark which I have never forgotten. 

He was so bright. I said, ñYou donôt have to 

drink any more milk if you donôt want to. Weôll 

take care of it.ò We never forced him to drink 

milk again. I could never drink milk, either. I 

used to get sick from it so I should have known 

better. My parents tried me on raw milk, every 

kind of milk, because Iôd óurpô it back up. So 

they never forced me to drink milk. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You might have been lactose 

intolerant, too. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs what it was. And it was 

that way for Toby also. We never forced him to 

drink milk again. We substituted other things, 

but if he wanted some he could have it. But Iôll 

never forget that because it made me realize that 

we live in a democracy but our children donôt. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So he said something so bright 

that it made you stop and think? 

Sen. Wojahn:  You bet it did. Anyway, during 

those years in Tacoma, when Toby was in 

kindergarten, I was pre-school president. Later 

on, I worked in PTA and was chairman of 

several committees while my children were in 

elementary school, including Ways and Means, 

where we helped raise money for special 

projects for schools. Generally, all the 

neighborhood kids seemed to end up in our yard 

because I was home all the time. They were 

good years. We didnôt have much, but no one 

did. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Without knowing it, I suppose 

you were building quite a network of people 

who looked to you for some kind of leadership? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Probably, yes. Always through 

PTA. I was pre-school president and I didnôt 

want to be president of the elementary school 

PTA. I organized things and everything seemed 

to go real smoothly, but I didnôt want to be 

president again. So I often served as program 

chairman and Ways and Means chairman. I 

remember one time when I was president we 

had a gal who was the program chairman. In 

doing her planning for the year she announced 

that we were going to have Rabbi Rosenthal 

here for our Christmas program. Aghast, I said, 

ñHave Rabbi Rosenthal for a Christmas 

program? Jewish people donôt recognize 

Christmas, you know.ò She didnôt realize that! 

That actually happened! Iôll never forget it. So 

we changed the program and invited him for 

November. She had not invited him yet. She 

was just doing the scheduling. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  In retrospect, do you think that 

you learned some parliamentary procedure and 

how to work with people during these years? 

How to run meetings? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I learned how to work with 

people, how to get along. I think people did look 

to me as a leader, but I never really wanted to 

lead. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  There are different kinds of 

leadership. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I just wanted to do things right. I 

wanted things done well and I insisted that they 

be done well. But I never pushed people. Even 

in the Legislature, I wanted to be there but 

women were not taught to lead at that time. My 

family always told my brother and me that we 
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could do anything we wanted to do, if we 

wanted it badly enough. I was raised to believe 

that if something was wrong, it should be 

righted and if something was broken it should 

be fixed. You didnôt wait for others to do what 

needed to be done. I also was raised to be self-

reliant; my parents often said to my brother and 

me, ñDonôt come tattling to us. Handle your 

own problems.ò They approached me with that 

philosophy, but I never really wanted to be the 

leader. Yet I was a den mother for Cub Scouts. I 

had the largest den of all the troops. I had about 

ten kids in my den. The other den mothers had 

three or four or five. I always had the most. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That says something. 

Sen. Wojahn:  We always did fun things. I 

remember one year I asked the boys to bring a 

one-pound coffee can to the meeting because we 

were going to make Motherôs Day planters. 

Each boy painted his can a pastel color. It was a 

mess. We had paint all over the kitchen. Then 

we stenciled little flowers on the cans and 

planted a pansy plant in each container. I 

remember that project; we had a boisterous 

good time. 

One time, when my kids were very young, 

they picked our neighborôs flowers without 

permission. I remember that because the 

neighbor came over and he was really angry 

because the kids had picked all his yellow 

pansies. I made each boy take his allowance 

money and give it to the neighbor. They didnôt 

get any allowance for several weeks. They 

learned the hard way. They also learned to 

handle money. In later years, Mark interrupted 

his college education to join the Marine Corps. 

He was stationed on Okinawa and they worked 

seven days a week and he didnôt even buy a 

Coke. He saved every penny of his money. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He must have had quite a nest-

egg when he was done. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was so mad he had to pay 

income tax on his meager earnings. He was only 

getting $125 a month and he had to pay income 

tax on it. It wasnôt very much, but he had to pay, 

and he thought that was grossly unfair. He said, 

ñI lived like a mole and I didnôt even buy a 

Coke. I sent my money home.ò The boys were 

good. They learned to handle their money. Our 

philosophy was that you tried to live on half 

your income and save half. We usually couldnôt 

do that, but we always saved a little. We bought 

our first car on time and we paid almost as much 

in interest as we paid for the first car, so we 

swore ñnever again.ò We wouldnôt buy a car 

except for cash, and we never did. We saved 

and bought for cash. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Pretty strict. Can you think of 

other things like that that you taught your kids 

that stand out in your mind? 

Sen. Wojahn:  My family was taught this 

because my mother was ill; we had to have a 

housekeeper and we never had much money, but 

we always believed that you had to save 

something. These are the little things that you 

learn at your motherôs knee or before that. It just 

becomes entrenched in you. My mother-in-law 

used to say, ñNever pay more than three 

thousand dollars for a house, because the 

interest will eat you up.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Youôd have to adjust that 

number up a little bit now with the price of 

houses. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Right. But that was the 

philosophy. Thatôs the way it was in those days. 

Those are the things I remember. The little 

idiosyncrasies. The things that became part of 

my conditioning that Iôve never forgotten. I still 

donôt like to go into debt. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs the kind of thing that is 

just you, your foundation. Iôve also read that 

you were involved in the YWCA, which was 

interesting since you donôt have daughters. Was 

that for yourself? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. I just believed in it and 

they needed someone on the Board. This was 

after we moved to Tacoma and after I went to 

work for the State Labor Council. I was an 

officer with the retail store employees union 

when I was working. I had joined the Union 

when I was modeling at I. Magnin, and I took a 

withdrawal from the Teamsters when I went to 

work for the Corps of Engineers. I didnôt think I 
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would ever be involved with a union again, but I 

took out a withdrawal because it was the 

appropriate thing to do. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Sorry, whatôs a withdrawal? 

Kind of like being ñon hold?ò 

Sen. Wojahn:  A withdrawal from the union. 

You can take out a withdrawal, which means 

you donôt pay your dues and if you ever want to 

go back to work in the same trade you donôt 

have to pay an initiation fee. At that time the 

Retail Store Employees were a Teamsters 

Union. So I was a member of the Teamsters 

Union. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was this during the Dave 

Beck era? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. I resented that. I didnôt 

want to join the union because I didnôt like 

Dave Beck. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Tell me more about him. What 

did you think of him? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I thought he was wrong. This 

was while I was still in high school and college, 

that he organized all theseé We had a farmerôs 

market in Seattle which is still there, and these 

guys with a little stack of potatoes who were 

just barely eking out a living had to hire a truck 

driver to drive their produce to the market. They 

could drive their produce to the city limits, but 

they had to pay a Dave Beck-union truck driver 

to take it in to the market. This happened. This 

was the way it was, and I thought it was wrong. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He had a pretty tight control 

over things? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was very tight. Theyôd come 

in with their buckets full of flowers and had to 

hire a Teamster to take them in from the city 

limits. And Dave Beck, Jr. was in my high 

school class. I believe he was in the same 

graduating class that I graduated from Roosevelt 

High School. I thought the whole thing was 

dreadful. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you consider this an abuse 

of union power rather than a true expression of 

what unionism is supposed to be? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, I did. I hadnôt really 

logically figured it out. I just thought it was 

wrong that they were forcing these people who 

had little or nothing to do this. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was this widely known? Did 

everyone know this? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I knew it. How I knew it I donôt 

know. Osmosis, I guess. You just knew it, and I 

thought it was wrong. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did it taint your idea of what 

unionism was all about? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, it did. I didnôt want to join, 

but I knew I had to when I went to work, so I 

did and paid my $1.50 per month or whatever it 

was. I was bright enough to take out a demit 

(withdrawal) when I left. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you go to meetings? Were 

you active in any way? 

Sen. Wojahn:  We had to once in a while. 

When I had to. I never thought about the idea of 

unions for collective bargaining purposes; it was 

a great idea that people could ï that they needed 

to have a union. But I didnôt think that the Retail 

Clerks or the Teamsters were going to negotiate 

anything for me because I wasnôt getting a very 

good salary. I was getting $39.50 a week, I 
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think, or a month. Every two weeks. It was 

nothing. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you think the Teamsters 

concentrated more on menôs occupations? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Always. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And the women were justé 

Sen. Wojahn:  They were just a part of it. 

Every union they could nag or get, they did, and 

they were able to recruit these people. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The Teamsters had a pretty 

wide net. 

Sen. Wojahn:  They had a very wide net and 

they were netting a lot of people. I suppose that 

came about because of warehousing, that they 

got the retail stores. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Whatever connection they 

had, they went every direction with it, from 

what I understand. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. They didnôt have 

the food people or anything like that, but any 

connection they were able to appropriate and 

bring under their umbrella. Then, when I went 

to work for Rhodes later, I was called. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you go back to that 

union? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I didnôt have to belong in 

Personnel Department, but after I left Personnel, 

when I went to ócoats and suitsô I had to. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Because you were on the 

floor? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was on the floor. Even the 

buyers belonged. Not all of them, but a lot of 

them did. They called me and said, ñYouôre 

going to have to join the union.ò I said, ñI 

already have,ò because I went right down and 

took my withdrawal slip which was transferred 

from the Teamsters into the Retail Store 

Employees which was an AFL-CIO union, and 

they accepted that. I didnôt have to pay any 

initiation fee, which would be about seventy-

five dollars, which was out-of-pocket money. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You were back in the union in 

Rhodes Department Store, and then from there 

did you go work for the Labor Council? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, in about 1964 I quit 

working at the Rhodes Department Store and 

went to work for the Washington State Labor 

Council. When I went to work with the Labor 

Council, I had to have help. My husband had his 

practice, the kids were in school, but I had 

someone to come in and do the cooking and 

maintain the house. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Because you were working 

late? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Because I was on the road some 

of the time. Gil could get them off in the 

morning, but I had someone come in at three 

p.m. every afternoon to cook their dinner. She 

kept making pies because she believed that men 

liked pies, and they got so sick of pies they just 

didnôt want any more pie after that. Most men 

like pies. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Itôs not usually considered a 

hardship. 

Sen. Wojahn:  One time when my younger son 

was still in high school and I was working for 

the Labor Council, Tracy Rosellini invited my 

son, Mark, to have dinner with them when he 

was over at their house studying one day. Judge 

Rosellini lived by us and Tracy, his son, was a 

classmate of my sonôs. The Rosellinis asked him 

if heôd like to stay for dinner and he said, ñNo,ò 

and Judge Rosellini said, ñWeôre having steak. 

Are you sure you donôt want to stay?ò And 

Mark said, ñWeôre having casserole. Iôm going 

home.ò He was so sick of steak and pie, he 

wanted casserole. They thought that was 

hilarious. I thought that was kind of neat. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs different! 

Sen. Wojahn:  My first year with the Labor 

Council I was hired on as a field agent. I was 

responsible for setting up programs for political 

education, now known as COPE, for all of the 

labor councils in western Washington. There 

were twenty-six of them which I covered 

periodically for their meetings. Otherwise I 

commuted to Seattle. But I was home every 
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night when I wasnôt on the road. The State 

Labor Council increased the membership dues 

of the local unions and used the money to hire 

two field agents. I had been recording secretary 

for the union. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  For your own union? So, at 

that point you had become a little more active? 

Sen. Wojahn:  For my own union. I became 

active at that point. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What caused you to do that? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Money. I got paid for being 

recording secretary. Not very much, but I got 

paid. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs a good reason. Did you 

start feeling a little differently about belonging 

to the union? 

Sen. Wojahn:  By that time I began to realize 

that if we had to bargain for our own wages, we 

would never make out very well. This is just the 

very beginning of the womenôs movement and I 

realized that. About the same time, Governor 

Rosellini appointed me to the Governorôs 

Commission on the Status of Women in 1963. 

Thatôs when Kennedy was president. I was still 

with the union. It was just before I went to work 

for the Labor Council. It was really impressed 

upon me, even more so at that time, because we 

reviewed all the contracts for retail store 

employees of which Iôd been a member, but was 

no longer. We found out that men were paid 

about five dollars a week more than women 

doing the same work, same thing. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That was part of your 

awakening, you might call it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. I knew that we did get 

things as a result of the negotiating that went on 

in Tacoma. The Retail Store Employees was a 

very strong union and they were able to 

negotiate much better wages and conditions. 

They negotiated a three-week vacation after ten 

years. I hadnôt reached that yet. They negotiated 

raises, like $2.50 a week, which was substantial 

at that time. Five dollars a week was substantial. 

And so it paid. And it paid for the Union dues. 

They also got very good health insurance. They 

did all this for us and I recognized that no one 

could negotiate their own wages and hours. 

They would lose their job. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You needed that protection. 

Did you start to study labor history? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Then I went back to Tacoma 

Community College and took courses in labor 

history and labor economics. I took labor 

economics there in order to get a better grasp. I 

had some grasp of it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Iôve read some of your 

speeches where you were talking about Samuel 

Gompers and I thought you must have been 

doing some reading somewhere in there. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. And then I took 

another course in labor law. I think I got credit 

but I didnôt use it. It was not to build for a 

degree. I used it for my own purposes and my 

own knowledge. I realized more fully that it had 

to be. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  During this time period the 

controversy over ñlooking for communistsò in 

the union movement occurred, with the purging 

of left-leaning people after the war. Did you 

know anything about that? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think that the communism, if it 

occurred, was aimed at the longshoremen. The 

longshoremen and waterfront people. That was 

the Harry Bridges union that was accused of 

being communist. But the Tacoma 

longshoremen never joined with Harry Bridges. 

They had their own union. It was very strong, 

and they were able to work with the Teamsters 

and not fight with them over the jurisdictional 

battles. Tacoma is a very strong union town. 

Seattle was not. The Teamsters were powerful 

in Seattle, but they were the only union. They 

were the only ones who were there when I was 

there, that I know of. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  There was quite a fierce 

struggle. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right, but it was resolved 

between the Teamsters and the Tacoma 

longshoremen (IULW). There was no raiding of 

AFL-CIO unions in Tacoma. There was no 

raiding of Teamsters or longshoremen. They got 

along and they actually honored each otherôs 
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pickets. No other area in the state was as strong, 

to my knowledge. Tacoma was very strong. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I knew that Tacoma was quite 

different from everywhere else in how they 

handled their labor issues. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It always was. Yes. They were 

left alone and they solved their own problems. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  By the time you are involved 

in this, had the AFL and the CIO joined forces 

already? Wasnôt that 1955 or so? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They had merged before, and 

thatôs when they threw the Teamsters out. The 

AFL and CIO merged. There were the industrial 

unions and there were the craft unions. The 

industrial unions were organized to take up 

industry-wide things ï overall. The United 

Mineworkers were a separate union, an 

industrial union. The AFL was made up of 

service employees, such as retail employees, 

operating engineers, plumbers, carpenters, etc. 

All of those were under the AFL. The industrial 

unions were the autoworkers and the 

mineworkers, etc. The Teamsters were separate, 

but they were thrown out, because of 

communism apparently. I think that was the 

reason that caused them to be thrown out. I 

donôt know for sure. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I thought it was something 

about corruption. Dave Beck was indicted in ô57 

or so, and then things started to shift around 

again. He had gotten pretty high up in their 

structure, nationally. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. The thing I was 

impressed with ï I was still working at Rhodes 

and my husband was president of the American 

Institute of Architects ï and we went back to 

D.C. for the national convention. One of the 

people who impressed me most was a speaker 

there, who was the head of the United 

Autoworkers. He was incredible. He was 

speaking to the architects. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Walter Reuther? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. His brother took over the 

union eventually. The other one who impressed 

me was the person who was the president of a 

large book publishing company which had 

published all of the books written by Dr. Seuss. 

He talked about the Cat in the Hat. It had just 

come out. They had his book there. And this 

speaker from Random House talked about the 

Cat in the Hat and he said, ñGo out and buy the 

book. If you havenôt bought a book for a long 

time, go and buy it. Itôs worth reading.ò He was 

so wonderful. And the head of the United 

Autoworkers, he gave a marvelous speech. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What did he say that 

impressed you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I canôt remember anything he 

said now! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It was more his way of 

speaking? 

Sen. Wojahn:  His philosophy and the reason 

for the need for unions. I went back and took 

another look at all this, at the steelworkers, who 

were all industrial unions. I remember Kennedy 

told them theyôd better settle with the union; 

otherwise he was going to impose sanctions on 

them. I remember that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  By the end of the Eisenhower 

era and the beginning of the Kennedy era, was 

there a new feeling about all this? 

Sen. Wojahn:  A whole new feeling. The whole 

feeling was beginning to change at that time. 

Eisenhower was still president, but it was just 

before Kennedy was elected. I remember that 

the architect for the Kennedy memorial and the 

Kennedy library was the fellow who sat at our 

table. We were assigned to a table and there 

were only six of us. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Youôre a Democrat. It was the 

end of the Eisenhower era and here was this 

new, young, exciting president. What was that 

like for you? Was it inspiring? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. During the Cuban missile 

crisis, I heard him addressing Congress that we 

were going to stand firm. Thatôs when theyôd 

already shipped parts of the missiles into Cuba 

and they were there. They were bringing the rest 

of them in, and the U.S. put up the embargo. 

And he said, ñWe will embargo them. Weôre 

prepared.ò They turned and went back. 
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Ms. Kilgannon:  What did you think of it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I thought it was incredible. I 

couldnôt believe it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you a little bit scared? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I was too stupid to be 

scared. I didnôt even think about not blowing up 

the world. I just knew that there was a crisis and 

they were bringing in the long distance missiles, 

because there were missiles in Turkey which 

were aimed at the Soviets. I knew that, but I 

didnôt think turn-about was fair play either to 

stop it. I remember being elated when they 

signed the missile pact. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The above-ground testing? I 

read that a lot of the women across the country 

were protesting the above-ground testing 

because the strontium was getting into the milk 

and they realized it was a health hazard. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I remember that, vaguely. I 

didnôt like milk so I donôt think it impressed me 

very much. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It didnôt resonate with you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Didnôt resonate. The other thing 

they talked about that reminded me of that was 

when Johnson was running for president, the 

AFL-CIO sent me this huge packet of material 

to hand out because I was working at the State 

Labor Council by then. You remember those big 

billboards with Barry Goldwater and the atom 

bomb, the flowers, and the billboard had a 

picture of him putting his finger on the button? 

Goldwaterôs campaign slogan was ñIn your 

heart you know heôs right.ò Johnson had this big 

billboard saying, ñIn your heart you know he 

might.ò I remember that. They sent me this 

whole carload full of things to hand out that said 

that, the same as the billboard, ñIn your heart 

you know he might.ò Blow up the world! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I understand he did talk as 

though that was in the realm of possibility. That 

he would consider doing that. Heôd rather be 

ñright and dead, than right and red,ò whatever 

they called it. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I remember that. Iôll never 

forget that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did it feel that stark to you? 

Did you feel that he was inclined that way? Was 

he a frightening figure? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. He was. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you think that he could 

win? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. We were working so hard 

for Johnson I just figured that he couldnôt 

possibly lose. That was ô64. I started to work for 

the Labor Council in January of ô64. That fall I 

did a voter registration drive in Tacoma and 

Pierce County. That was just a year after Iôd 

been in D.C. and met with Congressman Thor 

Tollefson, a Republican, from the Sixth 

Congressional District. Floyd Hicks was 

running against him in 1965, and we beat 

Tollefson. Governor Rosellini had appointed 

Floyd Hicks to the Superior Court bench in 

Pierce County. Floyd Hicks didnôt like being a 

judge and wanted to get out of it. The Governor 

suggested Floyd Hicks run for Congress against 

Thor Tollefson. I believe the voter registration 

drive beat him, because Floyd Hicks wasnôt well 

known at all. The other ones, weôd worked on. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you know him? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, I knew Floyd Hicks. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How did you go about 

organizing the drive? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They told me it was up to me to 

do it my way. I organized the drive by using 

trailers, household trailers ï we got seven of 

them donated ï and we got people to man the 

trailers. We had a meeting of the Democrats and 

the Republicans because the AFL-CIO was 

supposed to be non-partisan. It was pretty 

Democratic, but it was supposed to be non-

partisan. Anyway, we had a meeting with the 

Republicans and Democrats in Pierce County ï 

Pierce County only. We had the county chairs at 

the meeting and we gave them each two weeks 

ï it was going to last for a month ï in which 

they could have the ñregistrailers.ò We called 

these trailers ñregistrailers.ò Anywhere they 

wanted to locate them, they just had to tell us 

where they wanted them located and we would 

locate them for them. The Parties gave me the 
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locations where they wanted them and then we 

worked out the configuration. We recruited the 

Teamsters to move the ñregistrailers.ò We had 

them moving around the county every other day. 

Finally we left them about four days in a row 

because it got to be too much. The Labor 

Council in Tacoma went public to get volunteer 

registrars to work in them and we used the 

League of Women Voters for many of the 

volunteer registrars. We used anyone as a 

volunteer who was sworn in by the county clerk 

as a registrar of voters. We trained about one 

hundred-fifty volunteers, all of whom swore to 

uphold the laws of the county and the state of 

Washington. I remember the county clerk came 

down and trained them. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you do all this arranging 

and organizing? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I did the whole thing. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How did you know how to do 

that? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I didnôt know. I just sat down 

with a pencil and paper and did it. It was the 

most incredible thing Iôve ever done in my life, 

and I got really good publicity from the Tacoma 

newspaper. We had everything so well 

organized that we had the trailers moved by the 

Teamsters every day, and they were just really 

great. We had the voter registration things ï we 

supplied the trailers with blank registration 

forms and then relied upon the city police and 

county sheriffôs office to pick up the completed 

forms and take them back to the county clerk 

and to bring back new blank registration forms 

to the ñregistrailers.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It had to be a police person 

who did that? 

Sen. Wojahn:  The policemen did it, because I 

asked them to do it. It was important that 

ñresponsibleò people handle the completed voter 

registration forms and take them to the county 

clerk. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Just to keep everything 

secure? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. The policemen on 

motorcycles and the sheriffs in cars. They did 

that for us. It was a tremendous undertaking, 

believe me. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That was a lot of phone calls, 

Iôll bet. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Then we had to find a way for 

volunteers to get into the locked trailers every 

day. So we bought these little key holders and 

put them under the trailer. Everybody had to 

know where they were, and theyôd get the key 

out every morning and open the trailer, go in 

and get their things out and then make sure that 

the keys were replaced in the key holders at 

night. The Tribune published where the trailers 

were going to be every day. We got the Tribune 

the schedule for where the ñregistrailersò would 

be located every day for the next week, a week 

ahead of time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you have assistants? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I had one lady helping me. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  This is big! Were you doing 

anything else while you were doing this? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I was doing just that. The 

funny thing was that it all worked. It was 

incredible. Also, they put a picture of a daisy in 

the paper and they would put down ñeighteen 

more days to register,ò then fourteen, thirteen. 

Every day theyôd pull a petal off the daisy on 

the front page of the newspaper so people would 

know they could only register for that many 

more days before it was over. Every Sunday 

theyôd publish a list of where the trailers were 

going to be. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I think you once told me that 

where the Republicans put the trailers wasnôt 

very effective. 

Sen. Wojahn:  They werenôt. They sent them 

up to Orting. They had them right across from 

the City Hall where people could register 

anyway. They sent them to the Fircrest Golf 

Course and they couldnôt get in, so they gave 

them back to us. So we sent it down to Hooker 

Chemical. We sent it to Educator Furniture. We 

sent it to St. Regis. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You sent it where the people 

were? 
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Sen. Wojahn:  Where the people were. And to 

all of the areas where people were working on 

the tide flats. So we concentrated on the tide 

flats. We had them downtown one day, and then 

we had all of them down at the mall the day the 

Tacoma Mall opened. The trailers were placed 

at the Tacoma Mall on opening day, all seven of 

them. We had them all out there and some of 

them got stuck in the mud. They hadnôt gotten 

the sidewalks in yet. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  A new mall opening would be 

a big people draw. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was good publicity. We 

registered, I think it was, about 35,000 new 

people. It was recognized at the national 

Democratic convention that Pierce County and 

the City of Tacoma had done this, registered all 

these new people. Floyd Hicks won by one-

hundred and six votes, I think. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs pretty close. But then 

he stayed in office quite a long time. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He won Kitsap by a very small 

amount, about sixty votes. He did win over 

there, and of course won in Tacoma. On election 

night, I was in Seattle with the Brock Adams 

campaign because Iôd worked his campaign, 

also. I got my first kiss from Brock Adams! He 

was at the Waldorf Hotel downtown and he had 

just won, and he knew heôd won ï and I called 

Tacoma because I couldnôt get back there. I 

talked to Floyd and he said ï and this was 

repeated in the National Observer ï he said, 

ñThe only person who was more surprised than 

me was Thor Tollefson.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Hadnôt Thor Tollefson been in 

office for quite a while? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Heôd been there for ages. His 

family was very well-known. Heôd been in 

office for twenty-five years at least. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, it was time for a change? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was a big deal. But there was 

a landslide for Lyndon Johnson also, so we have 

to give credit to the Democratic Party and to 

Johnson for part of that, but Floyd Hicks ï an 

unknown Democratic candidate ï would never 

have won without that voter registration drive. I 

know he would not have. And we had 

Republicans and Democrats working the trailers 

because the League of Women Voters was 

doing it. We had some AFL-CIO wives working 

in the trailers. We had lots of volunteers. A lot 

of the volunteers who had trained as registrars 

were the ones who worked on the trailers. So, in 

advance of getting the trailers set up, we had the 

volunteers ready. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You said once that you had 

been a League of Women Voters member. 

When did you join them? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I joined them when my kids 

were in high school, I think. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was that part of your political 

education? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. But we were non-partisan, 

and we never took positions. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  But you studied a lot of the 

issues? 

Sen. Wojahn:  We did study. We studied 

dependent children. We did the redistricting one 

year, or helped with it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was that the drive for 

Initiative 199 in 1956? Were you involved in 

that? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. There was an initiative 

which established a pattern for state and federal 

redistricting every ten years after the census was 

taken. I was involved in the initiative on 

redistricting, just peripherally. The League of 

Women Voters also did the initiative campaign 

on state civil service. I wasnôt involved with 

that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The story is the League of 

Women Voters pushed an initiative for 

redistricting and won. Then it went to the 

Legislature and Senator Greive, Senate Majority 

Leader at the time, worked to overturn it. They 

had a certain amount of time to do so. I gathered 

that the women were surprised that could 

happen, that was not what they were expecting 

at all. How did you feel when the initiative on 

redistricting was overturned by the Legislature? 
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Sen. Wojahn:  I thought it was bad. We had it 

done by a commission after that rather than by 

the Legislature. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The Legislature still had to go 

through some contentious years over 

redistricting in the early sixties and seventies 

before resorting to a commission. When you 

helped with that early initiative, did you go 

door-to-door or set up in malls to get signatures? 

How did you do it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was only peripherally involved 

in the actual signature gathering for any of these 

initiatives. I had to know about them as part of 

my work with the Washington State Labor 

Council. The Council did the initiative on the 

interest rates, you know. I remember that one 

much more than the League of Women Voters. I 

remember working, as a League of Women 

Voters volunteer, with the redistricting planning 

commission, but I donôt remember being very 

active in getting the actual signatures. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Not the ground work? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt think so. I donôt 

remember that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It sounds like youôre getting 

more and more politically active in these years. 

Sen. Wojahn:  When I worked for the Labor 

Council I became very political. Thatôs where I 

found out that the best place to get signatures 

was the city dump because everybodyôs there on 

weekends. You have to wait in line because you 

have to weigh in. So it was good. I remember 

even last year they were asking where to get 

signatures for something, and I told our caucus 

to go to the city dump on weekends. Canôt beat 

it. Just stand there! 

So many things have happened. One of the 

best things was this best friend of mine who was 

with the League of Women Voters and wanted 

to help with the voter registration drive. One 

night it was about one a.m. and it was just about 

a week before we were ready to get everything 

located and started and we hadnôt eaten dinner. 

We went to an all-night diner down on Puyallup 

Avenue. We were sitting there eating dinner ï a 

lot of industrial people ate there, and there were 

quite a few people there. I said to my friend 

working with me, ñIf we get these registrailers 

placed right, and get the right kind of women on 

them, we should clean up.ò Everybody turned 

around and looked at us like we were a couple 

of whores, you know! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  They were putting a little 

different interpretation on your words! 

Sen. Wojahn:  That was so funny and we 

started to laugh. And we were just doing a voter 

registration drive. Everybody cracked up. It was 

really funny. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I guess you were so into it, 

you werenôt thinking about any other 

construction. 

Sen. Wojahn:  We werenôt even thinking about 

it. But we knew the registrars had to be 

efficient, and making the key available and 

laying the completed registrations for the 

sheriffôs people to pick up. The officers just put 

them in their saddlebags. And theyôd bring out 

new ones. So, every morning they had new 

registration blanks in a whole series. We didnôt 

have telephones. I think the only thing we 

worried about was if we needed to get more 

supplies. We had to call the county auditor and 

the city clerk, because there were two different 

people handling them. Generally, we had the 

registrars located in places where there was a 

telephone available. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you make a special push 

to register minorities? 

Sen. Wojahn:  We had minorities involved as 

registrars and registrailer workers. They were a 

part of it because they were the ones who 

encouraged us. The Hilltop people were 

encouraging us to do that, because at the same 

time, we were trying to pass a bond issue ï we 

got some of our volunteers from the community 

college people ï to pass a community college 

initiative in Tacoma. They had put two bond 

issues on the ballot in the winter and spring and 

had lost them both, to build the Tacoma 

Community College. They went back on a 

millage, where you had to pay for it in one year, 

and we did this before the primary election and 
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it went on the ballot. We did the voter 

registration drive in August, late July and early 

August, and then millage went on the ballot and 

it passed after losing two bond issues, so that we 

had to pay for the Tacoma Community College 

in one year. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Do you think your extra 

registered voters were able to make the 

difference? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, I do. Because they offered 

to help. They thought we were going to do the 

registration drive and some of the people 

promoting the community college came and 

helped us and worked as registrars. So that 

helped. Iôd forgotten about that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You helped each other? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. It was very productive. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You hit a lot of issues with 

your one drive. 

Sen. Wojahn:  We hit a lot of things at one 

time, and I think that that was the reason that we 

decided to do it because we wanted to help the 

schools with the community college. I had to 

ask permission of my employers, the Labor 

Council, to do a voter registration drive because 

I knew it was going to take up about two months 

of my time and I couldnôt be doing other things. 

They agreed that it was worth doing. It was all 

well planned, and it worked. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  We started to talk a little bit 

about partnering with the Hilltop people. Can 

you tell me about that community? There was a 

fairly sizeable minority community up there by 

then, wasnôt it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. All the time in Tacoma 

there have been a group of people who have 

attempted to bring the blacks into the 

mainstream. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Donôt you have the second 

largest population in the state, second only to 

Seattle? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt know about that. We 

have a large minority and ethnic community. 

We have a lot of Mexican-Americans, we have 

a lot of Indians, and we have a lot of Orientals. 

So I think we do have. To bring them all 

together. I know that people in Fircrest with 

whom we worked ï I remember this now ï 

offered to help find a house for a black family to 

buy which would be reasonable because they 

believed there should be black families living 

there. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The open housing issue? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Open housing. Also, there was 

another initiative at the same time against 

capital punishment, both of which I approved. 

They were on the ballot at the same time. They 

werenôt initiatives; they were referendums to the 

Legislature to do this. I remember I was the 

chairman of the Social Concerns committee for 

Trinity Methodist Church on McKinley Hill. 

Both times I took the issues to the Board of the 

Church. The regional Methodist convocation 

had met at UPS at that time and endorsed the 

two issues. But, my church, the Trinity 

Methodist Board, did not endorse the referenda 

and would not permit me to put the referenda on 

the bulletin board of the church to obtain 

signatures. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Why? Too political? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Because the church didnôt 

believe in it, so the Board members were against 

it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Open housing? 

Sen. Wojahn:  And capital punishment. I left 

the Methodist church. After studying different 

Protestant denominations for one year, and the 

Roman Catholic religion, I chose to become an 

Episcopalian. I just left the church. I couldnôt 

believe that they would do this. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I thought the Methodists were 

more progressive? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They are for that. The regional 

convocation for the American Methodist Church 

met here at the University of Puget Sound. It 

was a regional convocation to establish their 

policies for the year, and theyôd endorsed both 

issues. Here was Trinity Methodist Church on 

McKinley Hill  that would not permit me to put 

the referenda on the bulletin board to collect 

signatures. Thatôs a fact. And I bolted. I left the 
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church. I told them, ñI no longer wish to be with 

you.ò And I went all around studying all 

religions before I became an Episcopalian. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you do this by yourself? 

What happened to your family? Did they follow 

you where you went to church? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I went around looking. I just 

left the church. My husband never went to 

church although he was baptized in the 

Episcopal Church. I taught Sunday school, but 

the kids were in high school at that time and 

there was no tie-in. They still belonged, but I 

just wouldnôt go back. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  But you were the real church-

goer in the family? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. My mother, my whole 

family. My brother and I were brought up in the 

University Methodist Temple in Seattle. My 

children were baptized there. And my family 

went because I did. But they were in high school 

and they werenôt much interested in going to 

church anyway. Now my son, Mark, is a good 

church member. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How did you go about 

studying the different churches? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I just went to all the different 

churches. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  For their social policy as 

much as their theology? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I just wanted to see what their 

policies were, to feel for myself. I went to visit 

several Roman Catholic churches. I went with a 

friend of mine, Beverley Brown, who was an 

Episcopalian, to Centralia because she thought I 

should meet the priest there. He was a graduate 

of Wharton School of Finance, and then he 

became an Episcopal priest, and she thought that 

I should talk with him before I decided to 

commit. The Episcopal church priest said, ñWe 

donôt think you should change churches; weôre 

not soliciting you.ò I couldnôt become a 

Catholic because I couldnôt accept their social 

policies. They were just too rigid. I went to the 

evangelical churches as well, but they were too 

narrow. I didnôt think Iôd like that. Then they 

had me go to Dr. Seamans, another Episcopal 

priest, in Federal Way, because of his 

philosophy. I joined the Episcopal Church and 

was finally confirmed. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So this was quite a period of 

turmoil for you in some ways? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I never accepted anything on 

face value, I guess. If something happened that 

was distorted, I just didnôt put up with it. I left. 

This is me. Iôm still doing it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Iôm still curious about the 

Hilltop people. Did you meet a lot of people 

from there? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I only met them through the 

labor movement. I found out about them 

wanting to do the voter registration drive in 

order to get enough people to the polls. They 

thought they could help with that. The 

secretary/treasurer of the Pierce County Central 

Labor Council, AFL-CIO, L.H. Pedersen, is the 

one who introduced me to them, and I had 

conversations with them. But I did know about 

the movement by the people in Fircrest who felt 

there should be open housing. This is just 

through my normal discourse. I was going to the 

University of Puget Sound on a United Nations 

thing I was interested in at that time. It wasnôt a 

course; it was just a group of people interested 

in the United Nations who met at UPS. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Like a discussion group? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. A discussion group. A UPS 

Professor, Dr. Warren Tomlinson, led it. It was 

the American Association for the United 

Nations. I got interested in that. I think itôs 

through them that I found out about the open 

housing and understood what the Fircrest people 

were talking about. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  These were the years of the 

civil rights movement. Did you follow that on 

TV like so many people did? Were there things 

happening in Tacoma? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt think there was anything 

particularly happening in Tacoma. I followed 

the Mississippi march, and I knew that my 

brother-in-law, Glenn Wojahn, my husbandôs 

brother, was working with the communications 

staff for the march. He was with the Treasury 
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Department. He was in the Secret Service. They 

set up the communications for the Mississippi 

march to be sure it was handled fairly and 

squarely and that no one was injured or killed. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was this to keep track of the 

protestors? Which side was he supposedly on? 

Sen. Wojahn:  His job was to keep 

communications with the Presidential 

administration. Bobby Kennedy was a part of 

that. It was just to communicate so that there 

would be constant communication with D.C. 

Thatôs when they permitted eavesdropping. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I was wondering whether it 

was friendly surveillance or the other kind. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was non-political, supposedly. 

In other words, if they needed to get someone in 

there to help them, like the Army, they needed 

the communications set up. It was done for that 

purpose, Iôm sure. To set up so the National 

Guard could be alerted and the National Guard 

could alert the Feds. Thatôs when they were 

allowed to do that, but they are not allowed to 

do that anymore. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he tell you about his 

experiences? What it was like down there? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Not much. He lived in the South 

and we lived in the West. We didnôt 

communicate that often. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Had you ever been in the 

South yourself? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Iôve been through the South. We 

took the kids on a trip through the United States 

when they were about fourteen or sixteen years 

old, around 1959 or 1960. It was the same year 

that Marilyn Monroe died. We went all the way 

from Tacoma to Daytona Beach, Florida. Then 

we came back along the coast through the south 

so the kids could see it. They saw the ñdarkiesò 

working the cotton fields. As we were driving 

through Mississippi, our sixteen year old son, 

Toby, all of a sudden said, ñLook! Look!ò and 

we had already gone by the scene he had 

observed. He said, ñThere was a house there and 

there were people sitting out on the porch and 

the house didnôt have any windows in it.ò They 

were just very poor. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So just to see the poverty? To 

see that side of life? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Poverty. The kids really saw it. 

Toby was really stricken by what he saw. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What impression did it make 

on you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Very impressed. Impressed the 

kids. Our oldest son was the one who noticed 

that. It got by me, and we went by too fast. I had 

to look back to see it. I couldnôt see it very well. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was it a bit of an eye-opener? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. It was. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That this is part of your own 

country? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. That this is the way it is 

down here. We got off in a black area in 

Montgomery, Alabama, and we were lost. We 

were kind of afraid because we didnôt know 

what to do. We went into a hotel which was in 

the black sector and the manager just told us 

where to get back on the road and just to get out 

of there as fast as we could. We hadnôt had 

dinner. We wanted to eat. But we had to get out. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  But you just werenôt in the 

right place? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. I remember thatôs when the 

kids wouldnôt eat salad. The only vegetable 

theyôd eat was green beans. But by the time we 

got back from that trip, they were eating salads. 

It was too hot on the trip to eat anything else. 

We had a great, big old Buick Riviera and we 

had all the windows down. No air conditioning. 

People didnôt really need air conditioning up 

here, or didnôt think they did, and I remember 

we had to stop every fifteen minutes going 

through the state of Texas to get a drink of 

water. And we stopped in Abilene to have lunch 

and it was hot ï thatôs in the Panhandle ï at 

noon. Weôd left Dallas about nine oôclock that 

morning, and after we were finished with lunch 

and my husband was paying the bill, I said to 

the proprietor, ñWeôve hardly passed any cars at 

all since we left Dallas this morning,ò and he 

said to me, ñMaôam, nobody drives the state of 

Texas during the daytime.ò 



42 

 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You were supposed to do that 

at night? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right! ñNobody drives 

through Texas in the daytime.ò Right! The kids 

remembered that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So did you stop and wait, or 

just push on? 

Sen. Wojahn:  We kept on going. We mushed 

on! We got into El Paso that night about nine 

p.m. My brother was living in El Paso. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You must have been a little 

frazzled by then? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Seeing the country and seeing 

those places before all the changes would be 

pretty impressive all right. 

Sen. Wojahn:  We saw everything. We stopped 

in St. Louis and saw a baseball game. We went 

through East St. Louis, which was a shantytown. 

Went over a bridge there and you looked down 

and it was just desperate. It was awful. The kids 

saw a lot. It was the best thing that could have 

happened to them. They developed a sensitivity 

that youôd never be able to tell them about, that 

you wouldnôt see up here, not to the degree that 

it was there. 

We stopped in Atlanta because my 

husbandôs brother, Glenn, was living there at the 

time; they had just stopped the bugging and heôd 

gone into other office work for the Secret 

Service, and thatôs where he told us about 

having worked the Mississippi area and working 

on the march. They were living in Decatur, 

Georgia, which is just outside of Atlanta, where 

General Sherman met for the assault on Atlanta, 

during the Civil War. Decatur, Georgia was 

where the three rivers met. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you watch some of the 

civil rights marches and events on TV? It was 

very powerful just to think about what was 

really going on down there. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I remember watching it on TV 

and being angry that it was going on. And 

applauding the people who left their work and 

went down to help ï men and women. And 

attorneys ï people were there helping. My 

feeling was: how dare they do this! How dare 

they do this! And then Medgar Evers was 

murdered. I was insulted and angry. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  As an American? 

Sen. Wojahn:  That this is not my America! 

Weôd been through there and we knew how 

desperate they were. They were burning their 

churches. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Blowing them up. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. The Washington 

State Labor Council was launching the initiative 

drive on the finance charges. We used the 

initiative to remove the eighteen percent interest 

on retail installment credit. We said twelve 

percent is enough. The day we were launching 

the initiative ï we had a press conference on the 

day that Martin Luther King was killed, so no 

one came to our press conference. It all 

happened the same day. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What did you think of his 

death? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was something you thought 

couldnôt happen here after seeing John F. 

Kennedy assassinated. And then Bobby 

Kennedy being assassinated. I guess it was just 

a great sadness that we lived in a country in 

which this could happen. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did it make you feel more 

determined or frightened to do things? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No, more than ever it just 

reinforced my desire to continue to do what I 

was doing. It was just reinforcement. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And you were raising your 

kids to be involved, and to be sensitive to these 

issues? 

Sen. Wojahn:  To be sensitive to issues and to 

be aware and to be available. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  To make the world a better 

place? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. And the kids were 

sensitive. 
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Giblert ñTobyò Wojahn, Jr. Mark Wojahn 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, when President Kennedy 

called people to serve their country in his 

eloquent wayé that spoke to you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. His words have become 

classic. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Earlier you told me that you 

always knew you were a Democrat, right from 

the thirties. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I knew when I was going to 

college that I was no Republican. When I was 

taking sociology, I just knew I wasnôt. And my 

parents were ambivalent. They always voted, 

but they never discussed it. My Grandpa was 

vocal because he was living alone when he 

wasnôt living with us, and he used to talk about 

Governor Hartley, but I didnôt pay any attention 

to him. I was too little. Then he got mad at 

Governor Martin and wouldnôt buy anything 

with tax tokens and wouldnôt eat. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Who would you say would be 

the first political figure you noticed? Do you 

remember? Would it have been Roosevelt? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. It was Herbert Hoover 

because of the Depression. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I wanted to ask you what you 

thought of Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I loved her. I thought she was a 

great lady. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you ever see her? I know 

she traveled around a lot. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I met her, but I canôt remember 

where it was. I met President Johnson. I met 

President Nixon. I liked them. I liked President 

Nixon. I think he was a far cry better man than 

Reagan. I thought Reagan was an ass. Nixon 

was a Quaker and I think he always thought he 

was doing right, but sometimes he was so 

wrong. I always kind of felt sorry for him. I 

donôt know why. I just did. I never hated him. I 

hated Reagan because of his involvement with 

the Iran-Contra episode and I hate this idiot 

whoôs there now. I just donôt like them. But I 

never hated Nixon. How soon we forget! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You told me that one of the 

things which formed your views was the 

Westbrook Pegler columns. There was 

something about what he said that drove you the 

other way. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Pegler was a national columnist 

whose columns appeared in the Seattle 

newspapers. He just rubbed me the wrong way 

every time he wrote. I used to pick up the P-I 

when I was growing up and just get furious at 

what he was saying. He was a cynic. He talked 

about the inauguration of President Eisenhower 

and how the press had demeaned Eisenhower 

when he was running for office. Then when 

Eisenhower was elected, the public fawned all 

over him. I just thought Pegler was the most 

cynical person Iôd ever read. I donôt remember 

anything he ever wrote that impressed me 

except that when he did write about how fickle 

American people were. He was insulting about 

it. I thought he was most insulting. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he belittle the political 

process? Is that the kind of thing that would rub 

you the wrong way? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. He was a columnist. The P-

I always carried him. I was going to major in 

journalism and I remember Pegler with his 

editorial statements and how rotten I thought he 

was. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So youôd be really a student of 

this? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Looking for it. So I read it. 

This Mona Charen now, I think, is just awful in 
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the Tribune. I canôt stand to read her. She used 

to work for Reagan, I think, in the White House. 

Oh, sheôs awful. She writes a lot like Pegler. 

Sheôs not as vitriolic as he was. He was brilliant. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He had a sharp pen, by all 

accounts. Iôve only read about him; Iôve never 

read his work. He is said to enjoy tearing people 

down. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Very sharp pen. Yes. He seemed 

to enjoy it. He got his kicks out of that, Iôm sure. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Another thing that was 

certainly tearing people down in those days was 

the McCarthy hearings. Did you know anybody 

who was active on the left? 

Sen. Wojahn:  That was a dreadful time, too. 

Frances Farmer was being abused at that time. 

She was born and raised in Washington ï 

Seattle. Graduated in journalism from the 

University of Washington and was a good writer 

and also a movie star. In our Western State 

Hospital all the time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I know Washington had its 

own Canwell Commission. Did you watch that 

in the papers? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Somewhat. It was dreadful. 

They took on that fellow whose son was 

murdered. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  John Goldmark. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. They took him on, called 

him a communist. His son became an attorney 

and then the son was murdered because the 

murderer thought he was Jewish. He was not 

Jewish! That family suffered. They were a neat 

family. I remember the trial in eastern 

Washington. The county didnôt have the money 

to hire the court reporters. They didnôt have any 

money over there, and they had to do it. 

Canwell was just rotten. Of course, he didnôt 

make his case, but he destroyed a family. 

When I was in the Legislature, I was back in 

D.C. and I was at a Washington State 

celebration, a party they had for Washington 

people who were members of Congress. It was 

in the Longworth Building where the party was 

being held, and I went to get a cab and I 

couldnôt get one. I went back in the room and 

there was a Boeing lobbyist there and I asked 

him if he would mind dropping me off by the 

hotel where I could get a cab. And he refused! 

He had other things to do. It was just awful. I 

was standing there wondering what I was going 

to do and this aide to Senator Brock Adams 

came by and I said, ñI donôt know what to do. I 

was going to walk to get a cab, but when I got to 

the door of the building the guard said, óDonôt 

go out there, itôs too dangerous. Itôs dangerous 

in D.C.ò And I said, ñCan you get me a cab?ò 

And the aide said, ñCabs wonôt come up here at 

this time of night.ò It was early evening, about 

seven p.m. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So what were you supposed to 

do? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I said to this gal, ñI have to get 

to my hotel ï Iôve been told not to try to walk, 

and I have to get to the Shoreham Hotel, but if I 

could just get to the closest hotel like the 

Mayflower, Iôll take a cab to the Shoreham or 

somewhere I can get a cab.ò She said, ñIôll take 

you. Come with me.ò The aide was leaving the 

party to have dinner with Mrs. Goldmark and 

invited me to go along. And then she took me 

home. It was really a lovely evening. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That turned out better than 

you expected! 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was better, yes. So I met Mrs. 

Goldmark at that time. Then, around 1977, 

when her son was lobbying for the historic tax 

credits in the Legislature, I told him I had met 

his mother, Sally. This was after Mr. Goldmark 

was dead. Sally Goldmark was living in D.C. I 

remember we had moussaka. I remember what 

we had to eat! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That made a big impression. 

Another story that I wanted to ask you about is 

when you worked with your mother-in-law as a 

precinct person. Tell me about that one. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Christina Wojahn, Gilôs mother, 

was a precinct committee person for the 

Republican Party, and she had a job working at 

the polls on McKinley Hill . She was often a 

judge or inspector at the polls, depending upon 
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whether the county went Republican or 

Democrat. The party in power in the county got 

two poll worker slots at every polling place and 

the minority party got one. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Tell me what those people did. 

Sen. Wojahn:  The Republicans were in the 

majority, so she was the inspector for the 

Republican Party at her polling place and she 

asked me to work in her place because she was 

having trouble with her eye and couldnôt see 

very well. She said, ñI want you to keep my 

place for me, and if youôll do it for me, your 

name is the same so you can just do it, and Iôll 

tell them.ò I did it for her that one time, and I 

think that was for the Eisenhower election. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So when people came to vote, 

youôd be one of the people sitting at the table? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Right. Checking names 

against the poll book. Thatôs all. She couldnôt 

work this time so she asked me. She was an 

inspector and so she had to open the machine 

after the polls closed and inspect it with two 

Republicans and one Democrat. She had to tally 

the votes from the machine on a piece of paper 

and take the report down to the court house. She 

wanted me to keep her seat there, and so she 

asked me to do it for her as a Republican, so I 

did. Another election was coming up a few 

years later, I said, ñI canôt do it anymore, 

because Iôm not a Republican.ò I had to go to a 

Republican meeting on her behalf, and it was 

too embarrassing. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you like a fish out of 

water? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. There werenôt more than 

about six people there at the Republican Party 

meeting. They were all from McKinley Hill. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you kind of keep your 

mouth shut? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. I had nothing to say to 

them. I donôt even know what they talked about. 

I worked that election for her, and then when it 

came time for the next one I said, ñYouôll have 

to get somebody else, because I canôt.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I think you told me that your 

husband was a Republican, but not a very strong 

one. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He just inherited his politics. I 

donôt think he ever took much of an interest in 

politics. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  But it sounds like you were 

getting more and more involved. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was involved only to the 

degree that I voted every time before I went to 

work for the Labor Council. A friend of ours 

was running for mayor. The mayorôs job is non-

partisan, but he was a known Republican. His 

name was ñBig Johnò Anderson, and he came to 

the house to ask Gil to endorse his campaign. 

This is embarrassing, but itôs true: I had worked 

for two or three days and hired the neighborôs 

kids to help me clean out this garage. We had 

two garages and one of them was just full of 

junk. I needed to get at my canning jars because 

I was going to be canning peaches, I guess. I 

had cleaned out this garage and we had even 

sorted nails and put different sizes in different 

jars. We did the whole thing and it was perfect. I 

threw all the things out by the garbage can that I 

wanted to throw out that were just pieces of 

junk. There was an old mattress, old furniture, a 

lot of paper, just junk. It was all stacked up for 

the garbage man. Gil came home from work ï 

this was before I was working, and he was 

commuting to Seattle at that time. I think he was 

still working for the architects in Seattle, and he 

saw all this garbage out in back, and he said, 

ñWhy are you throwing all this stuff away?ò He 

saved everything. ñWhat are these things 

stacked out here for?ò I said, ñIôm getting rid of 

it. The garbage man comes tomorrow.ò We 

hadnôt had dinner, there was a knock at the front 

door and the fellow who was running for mayor 

and his campaign manager were at the front 

door and he wanted to come in and talk to my 

husband about endorsing him for mayor. I 

invited him in and I said, ñIôll have to go get my 

husband, heôs out going through the garbage 

can.ò He was so mad at me! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You shouldnôt have said that! 
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Sen. Wojahn:  I couldnôt help it. I was so mad 

at him! My husband came in and explained what 

he was doing. So what I did, I threw all the jars 

out there and gave them away. I never canned 

another thing. That was it. No more. He had 

thrown everything back in all over my canning 

jars. So the next day I called Goodwill and had 

them come up and take all the canning jars. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You had your breaking point 

there. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. Iôll never forget 

that. He didnôt care. He kept his junk, and I got 

rid of my jars, and I didnôt have to work 

anymore. I bought fresh fruit or canned. Thatôs 

when we lost our good Alberta freestone 

peaches. We always canned Alberta freestones, 

and you canôt buy Alberta freestones on the 

open market. Theyôre the heavy syrup stuff. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did it cause any kind of 

problem for you to have different political 

views? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. He used to kid me and say 

weôd just cancel each otherôs votes. We were 

not that imbued with our political agenda that it 

bothered us. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Sometimes when youôre 

raising your kidsð 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think one of my sons was a 

Republican and one of them is a Democrat. The 

Republican had seen misery, but he was 

working at St. Regis as a computer programmer. 

My dad actually represented management. But 

my parents were ambiguous as far as politics 

were concerned. They never figured they were 

affected by politics that much. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You mentioned that you were 

aware that the womenôs movement was starting 

up at this time. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was always aware of the 

womenôs movement from the time it started. 

The first thing I recall with that was when I was 

a member of the Board of Directors of the 

YWCA. But I became more aware when the 

Commission on the Status of Women was 

formed. Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 

1964. As a result of Congressô action, there was 

a push to develop human rights commissions. I 

was aware that we needed a human rights 

commission, and I worked to try to get a 

commission to be formed in the city. Now, we 

have a human rights commission in the city of 

Tacoma. I think the city had a human rights 

commission before the state formed one. The 

Commission on the Status of Women probably 

was an offshoot of the Human Rights 

Commission, dealing with womenôs issues. 

President Kennedy had a commission and when 

Governor Rosellini started a commission in 

Washington State, I was appointed and then 

Governor Evans reappointed me to that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How did you come to the 

Governorôs attention? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was working for the 

Washington State Labor Council at the time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You had kind of a state 

presence then; you had already made a name for 

yourself? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I did have a state presence when 

I went to work for the Washington State Labor 

Council because they were very much a part of 

the lobbying efforts in Olympia at that time. 

Christina Alden, the Labor Council field agent 

for eastern Washington, and I both were 

appointed to the Commission on the Status of 

Women, first by Governor Rosellini and then by 

Governor Evans. As members of the 

Commission on the Status of Women, we were 

reviewing retail union contracts and I realized 

that the contracts were different. We went 

through and found that at Rhodes Department 

Store in the menôs department, the salesmen 

made more money than the women made, no 

matter what their job was. The men were being 

paid substantially more per hour. In general, any 

man working in retail sales was making more 

money than the women. That finally got 

straightened out after several years of buffeting 

back and forth. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you read Betty Friedan 

when her book came out, The Feminine 

Mystique? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt remember reading Betty 

Friedan, particularly. I knew of the book and I 
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knew of Gloria Steinem. Of course, that was a 

little later, too. I also met Bella Abzug in D.C. I 

was on the elevator with her going into the 

Longworth Building. I talked with her. I told her 

how great she was and she said it was just a lot 

of blarney. Really down-to-earth. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did she have on one of those 

hats? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Had a hat on, yes. Never saw 

her without a hat. I never took it too much to 

heart except that the one thing I did know which 

really angered me ï I was working for the 

Washington State Labor Council. I was a field 

agent and then I was expected to lobby during 

session. The way I got the job was that the 

Labor Council assessed an additional amount 

from the local unions to pay for three additional 

positions. They got the per capita so there were 

two field agent positions opened up, and also a 

PR person. All three of us were going to be 

doing PR; the field agents did PR for their 

territories and the PR person covered the whole 

state. And so I got hired on as a field agent for 

western Washington. Christina Alden got it for 

eastern Washington, and then Ken Fleming was 

appointed as the overall PR. We worked with 

him always on our jobs. I was expected to cover 

the labor councils in western Washington. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The whole west side? 

Sen. Wojahn:  The whole west side of the 

mountains. And Christine had the east side. She 

only had about seven councils, but she had a lot 

of driving to do. I had twenty-four or twenty-

six. They were all over here. We were paid the 

same, but Ken was getting a little more than us 

because he had to do the PR for the whole state. 

We did our sections and he did the overall. Two 

years later the Labor Council voted for another 

per capita increase in order to hire three more 

people. One person was hired to study and 

propose a tax structure for the state of 

Washington. One was hired to do education ï 

that was Lou Stewart. Harold Tipton was 

assigned the tax structure, and Sam Kinville was 

to do health, overall. But they only had one area 

of research to do. I was lobbying consumer 

protection, and before they were hired, I also 

had education and elections. Chris had an equal 

number of assignments, as I remember. My first 

assignment was consumer. I guess Chris and I 

shared education and election laws. The 

president took care of the labor laws. We had 

nothing to do with those, such as employment 

security and industrial insurance. The president 

was also working on the tax structure. Anyway, 

we had the new hires, one to do education, 

which Chris and I had been sharing. Chris 

retained election laws. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So theyôre peeling off part of 

your job? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Theyôre peeling off parts of 

what we doing. And they were each given a 

secretary. They had a secretary to do their 

typing and all they had to do was to lobby and 

to write and do research. Chris and I were doing 

research, lobbying, and our own typing, plus we 

had the responsibility of covering our respective 

districts. They were being paid twice as much as 

we were. And sometimes we had to help them 

with their jobs. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Plus having an assistant. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. So I complained. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And it was because they were 

men and you were women? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt know. Yes, it had to be. I 

didnôt even analyze it that far. It didnôt seem 

right and I complained and they told me, 

ñTough, you can use their secretary.ò Well, how 

the hell could I use their secretary when they 

had her tied up the whole time? 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So you were your own 

secretary? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was starting to make policy 

decisions out in the field. Iôd call the office and 

theyôd say, ñYou make the decisions.ò They let 

us make policy decisions. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, on one hand, theyôre not 

really giving you proper pay or support, but lots 

of responsibility? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No pay, but giving us policy 

decisions to be made. Which is not fair. Gross! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You were doing some real 

work out there! 
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CHAPTER 3:  LOBBYING FOR THE LABOR COUNCIL 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was just getting my sea legs as 

far as the Washington State Labor Council that 

whole year. I think I started lobbying in ô65. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Letôs look at your activities. 

You were up there in Ulcer Gulch. You were 

haunting the halls; youôre working ï it sounds 

like ï day and night. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Reading bills to decide what we 

were going to support and not support. When I 

first started to lobby, I was lobbying about 

seventeen bills, several of which I had helped 

develop. One was the retail installment credit 

act. Because Iôd been working on that already. 

One was on debt adjusters. We had debt 

adjusters permitted in the state at that time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Could you describe what kind 

of people they were? What they did? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They were independent business 

people, their attorneys helped persons involved 

in garnishment of their wages. Wage 

garnishment was a major problem because it 

often was the cause of a person losing his job. If 

you owed a bill the creditor could tie up your 

entire wage. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  If you bought a TV and 

missed a payment or something? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Missed several payments. They 

could garnish your wages for that payment, but 

they could tie up your whole paycheck in so 

doing. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I guess I donôt really 

understand how they do that. Do they take your 

entire pay check? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, they did at that time. At 

that time the employer became a part of the 

garnishment. The law, as written, made the 

employer responsible for collecting the money, 

withholding your entire paycheck even though 

you might only owe fifteen dollars to the 

creditor. In other words, the employer was in 

violation of the law if he did not comply. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The whole thing? Then how 

are you supposed to live? 

Sen. Wojahn:  You couldnôt. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Who cares? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Who cares? Thatôs right! Instead 

of taking a portion of the amount, they held your 

whole paycheck, and if the employer didnôt do 

it, he became a part of the action against you. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, obviously, he would do 

that. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was forced to by law, and 

then often fired the employee. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So this is a real threat. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was a real tragedy. So I said, 

ñSomething has to be done. We need to change 

the law.ò So the debt adjuster came into being. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you just come across this 

as an issue yourself? Did people come to you 

with their stories, or you just were aware that 

this was happening? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. I found the issue. I was 

aware of debt adjusters. I donôt know how I 

found out about it. I was reading about it and 

apparently I went out and sought people. I went 

out and found these people, and their whole 

paycheck was being held. They were fired, so 

they didnôt have a job. They were going to have 

to go on public assistance. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So they were just way out 

there on a limb? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Way out there. I decided there 

had to be something done, and at the same time 

there was a bill in Congress to outlaw or adjust 

the garnishment in some way. The garnishment 

amendments were part of the Truth in Lending 

bill. So I was sent back to D.C. to lobby the bill. 

Representative Leonora Sullivan was a 

Congresswoman from Missouri, and she was 

chairman of the Subcommittee on Banking. She 

was in charge of the garnishment amendment in 
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which the creditor could only take a portion of 

the paycheck. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I was surprised to hear they 

could take the whole paycheck and just not the 

amount per month you owed. Say you owed 

thirty dollars. I could imagine them taking thirty 

dollars, but not the whole paycheck. 

Sen. Wojahn:  They could do that. It was a 

rotten way to do business. If the employer didnôt 

respond, he became a partner of the creditor. 

The amendment provided that the most the 

creditor could get would be one-fourth of the 

paycheck. The rest of it would belong to the 

debtor. I donôt remember the details, but that 

was the substance of it. I talked to 

Representative Sullivan. She gave me an hour of 

her time, and then she suggested that the best 

help I could give her would be for me to lobby 

Senators Magnuson and Jackson who, because 

of their seniority in office, could influence the 

Democratic members of the conference 

committee ï Senator Muskie of Maine, Senator 

Sparkman of Alabama, and Senator Moss from 

Utah ï to support the amendment. She was a 

Democrat. I donôt know who the Republicans 

were. There were three Democrats and two 

Republicans, because the Democrats were in the 

majority. I went back and I talked to both of 

Senator Magnuson and Jackson. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Had you even met either of 

them before? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I knew them both. They assured 

me that they would do everything they could to 

help. That was a Friday night and I had finished 

the bill. So I went to stay with my friend who 

was the head of nursing research at Walter Reed 

Hospital with whom I had grown up when we 

lived in Missoula, Montana, Phyllis Verhonik. 

She said that they were having a party at Walter 

Reed for one of the doctors who was leaving, a 

goodbye party with a dinner. We had cocktails 

and dinner; we had too much to drink and we 

were really pretty loaded. We left there and 

went back to her apartment and were sitting 

there having an after-dinner drink ï we were 

still loadedé 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You were going to finish 

yourselves off? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Going to finish ourselves off is 

right. I said to her, ñPhyllis, do you know 

anybody in Congress who could help me with 

this bill?ò I explained what was going on and 

about my conversation with Representative 

Sullivan, and how Iôd asked Senator Jackson 

and Magnuson to approach the conferees. I said, 

ñDo you know anybody who could give us a 

little bit more of a lift?ò I didnôt need to even do 

that, but I was still in my cups. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was this your first bill that 

you were working in D.C.? 

Sen. Wojahn:  First bill I ever did. I did the 

Wholesome Meat Act too, but I did this bill 

first. She said to me, ñWell, would Uncle Mike 

help?ò Uncle Mike! When I lived in Missoula, 

Montana, I remembered Uncle Mike was Mike 

Mansfield, Majority leader in the Senate! He 

was a senator. She went to the telephone and 

called him. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Kind of high up there! I 

imagine he would probably be pretty useful. 

Sen. Wojahn:  She called him, and the bill 

came out and passed. Clean. I know that he 

helped. These are the experiences Iôve had that I 

could never, ever make up. It was an 

experience. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  ñUncle Mike.ò 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was an experience. And I rode 

with Senator Jackson on the little railroad from 

his office to the Senate chambers and I had to go 

to the gallery. They have a little underground 

railroad that they ride on from their office 

building. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Like a little trolley? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Itôs underground. I had lots 

of experiences that were really good in D.C. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Where had you met Senators 

Magnuson and Jackson? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I met Jackson when he spoke to 

the Washington State Labor Council at some of 

their conventions, and knew him well there. I 
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US Senator Warren Magnusonôs ñright armò on 

consumer issues. 

met Senator Magnuson through my office, 

through Joe Davis, president of the Washington 

State Labor Council. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  From what I understand, 

Senator Magnuson was already very interested 

in consumer rights. That from about 1962 that 

he took that on as his big focus. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. His whole focus. 

He was involved, deeply involved. Heôs the one 

who really pushed through the Truth in Lending 

bill. And Tom Foley was the Agriculture chair 

and he was the one who pushed through the 

Wholesome Meat Act. I helped lobby that 

through. There were two ñtruthò bills: Truth in 

Lending and Truth in Packaging. Truth in 

Packaging was handled by Senator Douglas of 

Illinois, a Democrat. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  There were actually a series of 

ñtruthò bills? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. Senator Magnuson 

wrote a book and he autographed and gave me 

the first copy. The Dark Side of the 

Marketplace, which I still have. He told the 

Legislature that he considered me his right arm 

in the state of Washington, and the Teamsters 

picked that up and used it in one of their stories 

when Ed Donohoe was the editor of the 

Teamster paper. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That must have been quite a 

boost for your career. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I worked quite closely with the 

staff attorney for the U.S. Senate Commerce 

Committee and he presented me with Senator 

Magnusonôs autographed book. He was the staff 

person for the Commerce Committee; Senator 

Magnuson was chair of the Commerce 

Committee before he was chair of Ways and 

Means. But he became really involved with the 

Consumer Federation of America and I was 

elected as a member of the National Advisory 

Board of the Consumer Federation of America. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That is a big era for those 

issues. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was a big era when I first 

started with the Washington State Labor 

Council. Thatôs what they were doing. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Do you remember President 

Kennedyôs speech in 1962? Itôs supposed to be 

one of the early expressions of this movement, 

where he talks about a consumerôs bill of rights? 

He lays it out in this big speech and gives the 

issue a lot of push. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think that part of that package 

became the Truth in Lending and Truth in 

Packaging bills. They evolved from that. At that 

time, Senator Magnuson was chair of the U.S. 

Senate Commerce Committee, and he carried 

them through and Tom Foley, Chairman of the 

U.S. House Agriculture Committee, picked up 

the Wholesome Meat Act and carried that 

through. That was done in 1965 when he was 

first went in office. Foley was involved with 

agriculture and then became chair of 

Agriculture. Thatôs when the Wholesome Meat 

Act began to evolve. 

But at the same time I knew all of the aides 

of all of the congressmen. Lloyd Meeds, I knew 

his aide; I knew the aides for Tom Foley, Brock 

Adams and Floyd Hicks. Eventually these aides 

went to work for the state of Washington or for 

the Legislature. I knew the aide for 

Congressman Hicks because I hired him when I 

chaired the Commerce Committee in the House, 

Bob OôBrien; he was my aide as the chief of the 

committee. Congressman Foleyôs aide, Richard 

Larsen, went to work for the Seattle Times. He 

worked for the Times up until recently retiring. 
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The one who worked for Senator Adams was 

the PR person for the aeromechanics union. He 

eventually came to work for a state agency. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Who was it that hired you 

when you went to work for the Washington 

State Labor Council? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was hired by Joe Davis, who 

was the president. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He was already president? I 

wasnôt sure if Ed Weston was still on board. 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. He had just left. He retired 

just prior to that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Can you review for me what 

the structure of the Washington State Labor 

Council was and how it worked at that time? 

Sen. Wojahn:  The Washington State Labor 

Council, AFL-CIO in the lobby arm of the AFL-

CIO unions in the state. When the Legislature is 

in session, the Washington State Labor Council 

AFL-CIO merges with the Teamsters, the 

Longshoremen and the timber workers, who are 

an independent union, to form the United Labor 

Lobby and to present a united front on behalf of 

labor. If we split on some issues each went his 

own way on those issues, so that we were never 

in conflict with one another. But getting back to 

the structure of the WSLC, AFL-CIO, the 

president is the chief spokesman for the group, 

and the secretary/treasurer is the financial 

officer. There is a board made up of vice- 

presidents who are from the various labor 

councils throughout the state. I donôt remember 

how many there are, but there are a number. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  When you reported in, you 

reported to Joe Davis directly? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What was he like to work for? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was pretty easy to work with 

as far as policy was concerned. The fact is he 

kind of ducked some policy issues and let Chris 

and me make them, which wasnôt good because 

it became very difficult sometimes for us to 

make a policy decision on the spot with a local 

labor council. So that wasnôt good, but normally 

he was pretty fair about the division of 

responsibilities. The only thing he wasnôt fair 

about was salary. Chris and I were the only two 

women with policy responsibilities on staff and 

we were being paid less and doing more work 

with no secretarial help than the new hires. She 

usually had her office in her home or her car. I 

had a little cubbyhole in Seattle, but most of my 

work was done in the car or at home. But I liked 

my job and she liked hers. She had a lot more 

territory to cover. Mine was more concentrated, 

but I had more labor councils. I think I had 

about twenty-six of them in western Washington 

and she had about five in eastern, but she was 

traveling all the time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  A lot to keep track of. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Right. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he give you direction? 

How did you know what to do? 

Sen. Wojahn:  We sort of felt our way. I had 

come out of the labor movement as an officer of 

the local union, but they didnôt give us any 

direction. I really learned more what to do 

through Chris Alden because her family was 

more participatory in labor issues. I was not 

raised in a labor union family. So I had to really 

learn my way through her letters about what she 

was doing. We had to report what we were 

doing and I really didnôt know what I was 

supposed to be doing. I learned from her the 

things to look for. 

We were assigned to help local labor 

councils set up what was called the Committee 

on Political Education, COPE, and to set up 

voter registration and get-out-the vote programs 

within the unions and to coordinate COPE 

programs within each local labor council. Each 

labor council in an area was made up of a 

number of local unions and each council 

eventually had a COPE program. You sort of 

learned fast when you had to. Yes, so I set up 

programs of voter registration and getting out 

the vote with the labor councils which I had 

under my jurisdiction. We won the first time out 

by organizing and doing a thorough job. I won 

three new congressmen in my district. Chris 

won one. She won Foley and I won with Meeds 

and Adams and Hicks. We took all of 
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Washington State but the Seventh District. We 

defeated Walter Horan, Thor Tollefson, Jack 

Westland and Bill Stinson. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Pretty good work. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Except for Tom Pelly. We didnôt 

get him. He was in a totally Republican district. 

I think it ran from Bellevue clear over to 

Bainbridge Island. It went right through the 

heart of Seattle. We couldnôt get him. So I 

actually feel partially responsible for the 

election of those three congressmen. I went into 

each of their offices, worked with them and with 

the Washington State Labor Council, tying them 

into the labor councils within their 

congressional districts. At the same time I 

worked with the local candidates for the state 

Legislature. I worked on Dick Kingôs election 

and Hugh Kalichôs election and actually won. 

Montgomery Johnson ï ñGummieò Johnson was 

running some campaign down in the territory 

which ran from Morton clear down into 

McCleary and he thought heôd won that race 

too, but I beat him. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And he was a professional 

campaigner! 

Sen. Wojahn:  Very! And we beat him there 

and also in the Mukilteo-Everett area with Dick 

King and Dick Taylor. He thought he had that 

and he didnôt. We won both of them. I did one 

mailer in which I used both their pictures and 

did a wrap-around on their history and why they 

should be re-elected, and they won. I did the 

same thing for Hugh Kalich and a fellow from 

Morton. He was a pharmacist: [Elmer] Jastad. 

Jastad and Kalich. I did one for those and we 

won. We beat Gummie Johnson! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That was very satisfying, Iôm 

sure. 

Sen. Wojahn:  You bet. Iôll never forget that. 

At the same time we were working on 

congressional races. I was working through 

Meedsô office in Everett and the Adamsô office 

in King County and Hicksô office here in 

Tacoma. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That sounds like a twenty-four 

hour-a-day thing. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was, practically. Thatôs when 

we did the registration drive in Pierce County at 

the same time. I donôt think I got much sleep. I 

was working like a dog. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you feel really high? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I felt really high. Everything just 

kind of fell into place. It happens when you are 

totally imbued with what youôre doing, and I 

was. At the same time I had a cook who came in 

and cooked my kidsô and husbandôs dinner. 

One of the things we did as a campaign 

tactic, we were having a Washington State 

Labor Council convention and we had a fellow 

on staff who could do good sketches. He did this 

huge sketch of our candidates running for office 

that was hilarious. It was really well done. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Caricatures? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Caricatures of Meeds and Hicks 

and Foley hanging out of this train. The caboose 

was loose and when the caboose caught up, the 

election ended and we won. Iôll never forget 

that. I wish I had pictures of that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you get to take a break 

afterwards, or did you kind of sail on through? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Because we went right from 

the voter registration drive which ended just 

prior to the primary election, and the only time I 

could get a break would be after the primary for 

a very brief time, but we were too close. We 

couldnôt. We couldnôt take any break at all. 

Thatôs when we did the cartoon sketch we used 

for the convention. But we didnôt connect the 

two until after the election, and then they came 

together. Everything came out well. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What year was this? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Sixty-four. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So this would be the year Dan 

Evans was elected Governor, as well as the 

Johnson sweep against Goldwater. What were 

the main labor issues of that time period? 

Sen. Wojahn:  One of them was to establish a 

hospital commission to try to control hospital 

costs, which I was not involved with because 

the Council had hired Sam Kinville to handle 
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health care. I was lobbying a bill which would 

grant teachersô time-out to eat, instead of doing 

playground duty during their lunchtime. I 

remember that bill was one that I lobbied for 

education. We also lobbied for ñan hour laterò 

on the election laws, for the polls to stay open 

until nine p.m. The Legislature ï this was before 

I was a member ï reverted backwards and 

opened the polls an hour earlier at seven a.m. 

and that bill passed. Now itôs good because 

people are going to work earlier. We lobbied for 

labor laws, but I didnôt have to lobby those. The 

only labor law I was permitted to lobby was a 

bill which Senator Kupka gave to me. I took it 

to Joe Davis and said that Senator Kupka had 

given me this and suggested it was a good bill. 

So Joe said, ñYou go ahead and lobby it.ò It was 

a bill in which, when bankruptcy was declared 

in an industry or business, the debtors would be 

paid after the employeesô wages were paid. I 

went with fear and trepidation because it was 

one of the very first bills I had outside of my 

assigned areas. I handled education, but 

consumer protection and election laws were two 

areas in which I was more comfortable. 

Anyway, the bill did pass and employee wages 

were paid before the first debtor was paid. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Tell me, as a lobbyist, youôve 

got this issue; now what did you do? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I went to see the Republicans 

because they were the ones we really needed to 

lobby, because Democrats usually would 

support our bills. I remember going to the 

fellow from Yelm, Representative Hal Wolf, 

and he said, ñThis is one of the best bills Iôve 

ever seen.ò He liked it. Then I went to see 

Representative Helmut Jueling; he was in the 

House and he liked it. He said it was a great bill. 

Representative Jueling was very conservative. 

Representative Hal Wolf was conservative, but 

a moderate. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Where did the bill come from? 

Did you have actual legislative language? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, the bill was drafted with 

Senator Kupkaôs name on it. It was a bill that 

apparently Senator Kupka had worked on and 

hadnôt had any success with. Some of the bills I 

had helped draft, but not that one. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Is that the norm to take around 

an actual bill? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I often would work with a 

legislator with ideas and they would help. Or I 

would take the idea, with their consent, to the 

Code Reviser. The first thing I did, when I was 

first appointed to start lobbying, was to go to 

Olympia before session started and I would rent 

an apartment, because I was going to have to 

live in Olympia. Then I went into the Code 

Reviser because I figured that was where the 

bills started. Nobody told me. I didnôt realize the 

ideas came from a legislator. I knew they all got 

dumped on the Code Reviser. I went in and 

introduced myself to Gay Keplinger, who 

became Gay Marchesini, and I said, ñI donôt 

know what Iôm doing. Iôm brand new. I donôt 

know where anything is around here, but I 

figured I should come here first.ò She took me 

under her wing and took me all around and 

showed me everything. She showed me where 

the bills were taken at that time. They were all 

taken up to the Floor and tossed on a big table in 

front of the bar of the Senate and House. She 

said, ñAfter the bills are drafted, theyôre thrown 

there.ò To be read in to the record. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So youôd be really grounded. 

Youôd know what to do? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think I did know where the 

coat closet was. I think Joe Davis took Chris and 

me down and showed us where the coat closet 

was, and pointed out the direction of the Code 

Reviserôs office and showed us both Chambers, 

but that was the extent of it. A big overall view. 

Joe Davis told us that the bills were always 

tossed on these tables in the morning about 

seven a.m. and he said that sometimes lobbyists 

go in and read the bills before theyôre ever read 

into the record, so I took it upon myself ï I lived 

right there in that apartment, Maple Vista ï I 

would get up about 6:30 a.m. and go over and 

read the bills. Enough lobbyists would go there 

and weôd sort of compare notes. Theyôd often 

say, ñHere, Wojahn, hereôs a bill you ought to 

read.ò 
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Ms. Kilgannon:  So, you were all looking out 

for each other? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. It was friendly. And Iôd 

help them. Then Iôd make a list of them and 

give them to my boss so he could go over them, 

too. Joe Davis. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He was considered a 

consummate lobbyist. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. He would take all the labor 

bills. I didnôt have anything to do with those, 

and I would take the consumer bills, some of 

which I had asked to be drafted. I had asked to 

be drafted a bill outlawing debt adjusters, which 

eventually we got. And a bill lobbying the 

interest rates which could be charged. There was 

a rule which was very detrimental to debtors ï 

that was ñthe rule of seventy-eightò which was 

used by banks and small loan companies. They 

would collect seventy-eight percent of the 

interest right off the top so that even though you 

had a declining balance, they would first collect 

most of the interest. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  They had theirs before you 

ever touched it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  You bet. We got that rule 

changed. Another thing the retail stores had 

been doing was rounding up the charged amount 

to the next ten-cent mark and charging interest 

on it. So, if someoneôs bill totaled $50.64 cents, 

the store was charging interest on $50.70. The 

bill established a median for charging interest 

such that if a bill was for $50.64 cents, the 

stores could charge interest on $50.60. If the bill 

was for $60.65 or more, then they could charge 

interest on $60.70. Prior to action by the Office 

of the State Attorney General, the retail stores 

were making hundreds of dollars on pennies 

from customers. And I thought that eighteen 

percent interest was too much and I talked with 

some attorneys about that. One of them was a 

former AG, Herb Gelman, who had entered 

private practice, and Ted Bottiger, who was in 

the Legislature. They both had been AGs. I met 

with Herb Gelman about the whole area of 

consumer legislation and retail installment 

credit, and things he thought we needed to do. 

He told me that when he was an assistant 

attorney general, he was offended by the manner 

in which department stores cheated customers. 

He said that he had run some of his own store 

bills and figured out that over a yearôs time a 

major department store had collected a 

substantial amount of money derived from 

rounding up to the highest decimal instead of an 

established median. He took several peopleôs 

accounts and figured out that by charging to the 

next decimal they were making this substantial 

amount of money every year. He said, ñMultiply 

that by the population of the state of 

Washington with retail store accounts and 

youôve got a huge figure.ò So the AGôs office 

had corrected some of the problems facing 

consumers. However, the banks had come out 

with a credit card in which they were charging 

eighteen-plus percent interest in competition 

with retail stores. So the Washington State 

Labor Council sponsored an initiative to the 

people, using the slogan ñTwelve-percent is 

enoughò as an answer to the bank card interest 

problem. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You would make an 

appointment with a legislator and go in and you 

had your informationé 

Sen. Wojahn:  Once I had an idea, I would 

make an appointment to talk with whatever 

people I needed to get more information about 

my idea. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So you vetted your 

information to make sure your idea worked? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. After I gave the bill to Joe 

to get drafted. I took the idea and said, ñThis is 

what I want to do; does it sound like a rational 

idea?ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Then you take these 

endorsements aroundð 

Sen. Wojahn:  The same thing with some acts 

on the twelve percent interest rate. Senator 

Woodall was a real tough nut to crack. He was 

extremely conservative. He was from Yakima. I 

took my consumer bill on credit to him and said, 

ñIt seems to me that eighteen percent is too 

much. We need a study.ò I told him why I 

thought eighteen percent was too much, and he 
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immediately said, ñMy father was ninety years 

old and a door-to-door salesman came to him 

and sold him about three hundred-dollars worth 

of magazines that he would continue to get for a 

number of years after he had passed on. He also 

said that when he was practicing law in Yakima 

he had represented a young Mexican-American 

farm laborer who had come to him because his 

son had signed up for some magazines and they 

were holding the father responsible for what his 

son had signed up for. The father came to him 

and told him this, and Woodall said, ñThey canôt 

do that,ò because the boy was thirteen years old. 

He was under age and they canôt hold him to a 

contract. Then he remembered what had 

happened to his father and he said, ñThatôs a 

great idea, and we need to control the door-to-

door salesman and also to cut back the interest 

rate.ò So he helped sponsor the bill for the study 

on the interest rates and also a bill on door-to-

door salesmen. That there should be a cooling-

off period. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That personal experience of 

hisð 

Sen. Wojahn:  That got him going. And 

Representative Hal Wolf just said that changing 

the garnishment laws was a good idea. He was 

in the retail grocery business, but he agreed that 

an employer should not be required to hold the 

whole paycheck of an employee to satisfy a 

minimal amount of debt. That bill passed. And 

then the door-to-door salesmen act passed. I 

went in with quite a few bills, a whole bundle, 

and a whole bundle of them passed. It was like 

ten or fifteen. It was a lot of them. I canôt think 

of all of them, but they all passed. Some of them 

were other peopleôs ideas, but I asked if I could 

help lobby them. One was on modular homes, 

which were badly built. I asked the lobbyist if I 

could help lobby for that. I helped to lobby that 

because it seemed like a practical idea. Under 

the terms of the modular homes bill certain 

standards were established by the Department of 

Labor and Industries. A lot of these bills did 

pass. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you particularly hunting 

out practical down-to-earth things? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Always. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were there some other ideas 

that maybe were a little more out there that you 

said to yourself, ñI donôt want to lobby that.ò 

Did you have a choice? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was never imposed upon to 

lobby anything I didnôt agree with. No, they 

didnôt force that on me. I was doing my own 

thing and getting agreement from my 

employers, and they were letting me do my own 

thing because they were getting results. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You were building a track 

record? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. And the only thing they 

demanded was that I stay in the area of my 

expertise. I was not permitted to lobby main 

labor issues. It wasnôt my area of expertise. Iôm 

trying to think if they ever forced me to do 

anything I didnôt want to do. One thing I did 

that they really were angry with me over, we 

were getting ready to do the voter registration 

drive, they were endorsing candidates for office 

and theyôd endorsed Foley and Meeds and they 

were going to endorse Floyd Hicks, but they 

werenôt going to give him any money because 

they didnôt feel he could win. Thor Tollefson, 

who was so well-known, had been in Congress 

for a long time. He was a senior congressman. 

Dick Clevenger was the vice-president on the 

State Labor Council board, he was a delegate 

from the Pierce County Labor Council and I 

knew him well. It was at this meeting that the 

staff was just supposed to sit back and observe. 

We werenôt supposed to get into the debate. The 

Board was giving money and they had discussed 

Floyd Hicks, but they made a decision. They 

werenôt going to give him any money. I sent a 

note up to Dick Clevenger and said, ñAre you 

going to let them get away with this? Floyd 

Hicks should get some money.ò Clevenger then 

spoke up and demanded a contribution for Floyd 

Hicks. As a result, the State Labor Council 

made a $3,000 contribution to the Hicks 

campaign. I was, at that time, working on a 

voter registration drive for Pierce County. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You were really stepping out? 
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Sen. Wojahn:  I stepped on their toes. Joe saw 

me pass the note. A lot of them saw it. I made a 

bitter enemy over that. It was a vice-president 

from eastern Washington. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Who preferred the other 

candidate? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. He just didnôt think I should 

be doing that. Then he got angry with me for 

something else. Because I was staff. I wasnôt 

supposed to be doing it. He was fair about 

women, but I think that was the beginning of a 

problem. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He saw you as sort of óuppityô 

or something? Out of your place? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think so. And I was. And he 

saw it. I didnôt mean to be, I just was. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You couldnôt help yourself? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did they give the money then? 

Did they take your advice? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, yes! Dick Clevenger said, 

ñYou canôt do this. How about Floyd Hicks?ò 

And Joe said, ñHe canôt win.ò And the other 

members agreed and Dick said, ñWait a minute, 

we in Pierce County are doing a voter 

registration drive. Who says he canôt win? Heôs 

got a chance.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And then he did win. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He got three thousand dollars. 

They had voted that, but I got called on the 

carpet. I was told, ñIf you ever do that again, 

youôre fired.ò And I said, ñHeôs going to win.ò I 

wasnôt going to be put down. And I said to Joe 

Davis, ñHeôs going to win and Iôll bet you five 

dollars heôs going to win,ò and I put my money 

on the table and he started to laugh, except he 

was still angry. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he have a temper? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. He was slow to get angry. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Not somebody youôd want to 

tangle with? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Nobody ever tangled with 

him, but I did. Even his secretary/treasurer 

never tangled with him. Nobody ever tangled 

with him. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was there kind of a stillness 

around when you were standing up to him? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Nobody heard the reprimand. 

He called me into his office. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you afraid? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I wasnôt afraid. If I thought 

I was right, I did it. If I thought I was wrong, I 

apologized. I would apologize. I never felt I was 

above apologizing. I just felt that if I was right, I 

had to be listened to. I guess thatôs as simple as I 

can say it. Iôve always been that way. People 

donôt like me for that. Thatôs tough. They call 

me a strong woman. They tell me I think like a 

man. I donôt know that I think like a man. I 

donôt think so. But Iôm practical. That actually 

happened, and then Hicks did win. He won by a 

slight majority, but he won. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And continued to win after 

that. That must have been a great validation? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Then Meeds came in and I 

worked on his campaign. Not as hard, but I went 

up and helped with his fundraisers. I helped 

Adams ï and got a kiss! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did Joe Davis come back to 

you after the election and give you your five 

dollars? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. I got my five dollars. I 

think he figured I was indestructible at that 

point. We won. And the voter registration drive 

was what did it. Heôd never have won without 

that. He acknowledges that. When I was running 

for office and didnôt have an income, Floyd 

Hicks hired me to help with some minor 

campaigns that he was helping. There was a 

young man running for office over in Kitsap 

County, and also I helped on a state Senate 

campaign. Floyd Hicks generated some money 

for me for my campaign. That was the first time 

I ran, and I won. Barely, but I won. So it paid 

off. He acknowledged my efforts on his behalf. I 

was able to present him with the $3,000 check at 

a Labor Council meeting in Tacoma. 
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Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he know at that point that 

you had spoken up for him and turned the tide? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think Dick Clevenger told him. 

He got tears in his eyes. He said, ñThis is the 

most money that Iôve been given so far.ò Dick 

Clevenger got the credit, which is fine, but I 

think he knew, yes. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs what counts. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was good. I did stand up to it 

that time. But I donôt remember ever having 

been told to do something that I disagreed with. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  At that time did lobbyists still 

congregate in the hallway on the third floor? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They had telephones in the 

lobby between the two Houses. Itôs all gone 

now. It was all there. They had davenports on 

which you could sit and pout or strategize. The 

telephone booths were all there; they were 

always busy. You would have to wait in line for 

a telephone. If it was long distance, you could 

get help from the telephone operator. AT&T 

operators manned a huge desk and serviced all 

the pay telephones. You could tell the operators 

if you needed to get hold of a member of the 

Legislature and they would dial the memberôs 

number and get them on the line. It was: wait in 

line, take your turn, the operator will do the 

dialing for you and get them fast. It could be 

Olympia, it could be Seattle, it could be 

anywhere in the country. Lobbyists would sit 

there and talk, congregate, battle, in front of 

each other and run to the doors of the House and 

Senate to talk to members. It was a zoo. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And pass information to each 

other and help each other? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Pass information to the House 

and Senate members. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Who were the key lobbyists at 

the time? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I thought Tom Owens was a 

really good lobbyist. He and I tangled because 

he was lobbying small loan companies. He was 

so angry with me when I got the bill for the 

study on small loans. Senator Jack Petrich got 

that for me. He was chairman of the Senate 

Judiciary Committee and I was a freshman 

lobbyist trying to get the study. He told me how 

to strategize it. He told me he would take up the 

concurrent resolution bill at nine a.m. that 

morning and the committee would send it 

immediately to the floor of the Senate to be read 

in and placed on the Senate calendar of the day. 

He said, ñThen I will bump it to final passage 

and immediately send it to the House. You go 

over to the House and talk to the Speaker of the 

House, Robert Schaefer and Bob Charette and 

ask them to do the same.ò The strategy worked. 

The concurrent resolution was passed by the 

Senate, and immediately sent to the House. 

Soon as the House took up, it was placed on the 

calendar of the day, and passed by the House. It 

had the force of law and we had the study. That 

got us the study on all interest rates in the state 

of Washington, including installment credit. 

And that was a big one. It wasnôt really a bill, 

but it was a big issue and I got it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  A lot of people would be 

impacted. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. I donôt know if we 

got the bill on the door-to-door selling or not 

that year. I got a lot of bills through that year. I 

guess I got Senator Woodall to vote for the 

concurrent resolution, and then from that came 

the door-to-door salesmen act. I think that was 

passed the same year. And a bill on proprietary 

schools which were charging too much and not 

offering courses that would lead to jobs. 

Students had no hope of getting a job after they 

got through. Proprietary schools was another 

one that I just helped lobby. And Labor and 

Industries were setting standards for mobile 

homes. Washington became a leader as a result 

of that bill. I canôt remember any more. But 

there were a number of bills all related to 

consumers. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I read a speech you gave about 

being a lobbyist. You talked a lot about the 

ethics of lobbying. About what you promise 

people. 

Sen. Wojahn:  All you have as a lobbyist and 

as a legislator is your word. If you give your 

word, youôd better not break it. Thatôs 
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Sharing a quiet moment with Senator Reuben 

Knoblauch of Pierce County 

something to which Iôve adhered. I got a couple 

of bad votes because of that. I voted for a 

highway signboard bill that the 

environmentalists opposed because I had 

promised a lobbyist, Marty Sangster, a óyesô 

vote. But I never did that again. I got smart and 

never gave my word unless I was sure. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  As a lobbyist, too, it goes both 

ways? 

Sen. Wojahn:  As a lobbyist you give your 

word, you bet. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And you give good 

information too, as best youôve got? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. You never cheat on 

a legislator. Two of my very best friends in the 

Legislature ï one was Senator Woodall who 

trusted me implicitly and he didnôt vote a lot my 

way. One thing he voted for was a bill to put the 

retail store employees under the industrial 

insurance laws of the state of Washington, 

because I told him that if they donôt get 

industrial insurance they would have to go on 

welfare, and he was an avid opponent of 

welfare; he figured it was better that they have 

the right to industrial insurance than to go on 

welfare. Another was Representative Helmut 

Jueling, who became a very good friend. These 

are two extreme conservatives. Helmut Jueling 

was from Tacoma and he always called me one 

of his best friends. And Hal Wolf was a friend. 

He apologized because he wasnôt on the floor 

when the bill on truth in lending passed ï a big 

bill on interest rates because he was busy getting 

a bill establishing the Evergreen State College 

passed. He apologized because no one from his 

caucus spoke for the bill. They were in the 

majority and no one spoke in support of the bill. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Whatôs your opinion as a 

lobbyist of what people call ñwining and 

dining?ò 

Sen. Wojahn:  I used to take some legislators to 

dinner. I remember one time I was taking a 

group to dinner because we were battling over 

an education issue and the American Federation 

of Teachers (AFT) and the Washington 

Education Association (WEA) were at each 

otherôs throats over it. I was with the AFT and 

not with the WEA. 

Ms. Ki lgannon:  So you brought the two sides 

together for dinner? Is that what you did? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, I took some people to 

dinner who were supportive of teachers but 

were kind of on the fence and werenôt really 

supportive. The American Federation of 

Teachers (AFT) was part of the labor 

movement, so they werenôt totally with the 

educators on that. I remember taking a legislator 

who was a school principal, I think, from 

Whatcom County ï canôt think of his name, a 

Democrat. Usually I took Democrats to dinner. I 

invited this principal/legislator to dinner and he 

said, ñYou donôt have to take me to dinner to 

lobby me.ò I remember him saying that. ñYou 

donôt have to take me to dinner to lobby me. Itôs 

not necessary.ò I think I still took him to dinner, 

but I donôt remember ever taking a lot of people 

to dinner. We never lobbied members when we 

took them to dinner. We just got acquainted. We 

didnôt talk issues. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It was just to build a 

relationship? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. And to let them understand 

how you felt about things in general and to 

establish a basis for trust. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was that a kind of code you 

set up? Did other people act that way, too? 
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Sen. Wojahn:  I think that was a code of what 

the lobbyists always did at that time. One thing 

that Joe Davis told us, ñDonôt ever talk issues in 

depth with anybody at a social dinner.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Just give them a break? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Just get to know them, let them 

get to know you, and donôt press issues. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Just building that level of 

trust? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Building a level of trust. I would 

take two or three. I think the most I ever took 

was five or six, and that was at one time when 

the legislator told me, ñYou donôt have to take 

me to dinner to lobby me.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What about drinks? 

Sen. Wojahn:  If they ordered a cocktail, they 

got a cocktail, but we didnôt ply them with 

alcohol. I was one of the few women lobbyists ï 

there was about three of us when I first started. I 

think it was a novelty for legislators to be hosted 

by a women lobbyist at that time. But no one 

took advantage of the situation. 

We used to have the Legislative Council at 

that time so all the bills developed during the 

interim were drafted by the Legislative Council 

in cooperation with the respective standing 

committee with which they were working. So I 

attended all of those meetings in which I was 

responsible for the legislation. So thatôs where 

you met lobbyists and legislators. It was a 

common meeting ground which we donôt have 

now. Now we have interim committee meetings. 

But they are different because the Legislative 

Council was made up of all staff people and 

they had a small nucleus of people deciding all 

issues. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The Council met in between 

sessions, right? Would the atmosphere be less of 

a pressure cooker during the Legislative Council 

meetings? Would it be a little more relaxed? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. It was more relaxed. Now 

you have to be in too many places at one time. 

There, you concentrated on the Legislative 

Council during the interim and then, during 

session you concentrated on the legislators with 

the bills you had developed with the Legislative 

Council. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  At those Council meetings, 

would you all be at the table, lobbyists too, or 

just legislators and you would kind of be in the 

background? How did that work? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Sometimes you were at the table 

with them. During the time we were developing 

the study on interest rates, I was at the table 

with them all the time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Exchanging ideas and 

information? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Exchanging ideas. Lobbying has 

changed substantially. Peopleôs word became 

less and less important. I finally reached the 

point in which I only had a few people I totally 

trusted to lobby me as a legislator. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were they more the old school 

kind, the old style? 

Sen. Wojahn:  The old kind. At first, I didnôt 

like Tom Owens, but I trusted him. He was 

always honest with me. I liked Don Brazier, 

who was a former legislator who later became 

head of the Utilities and Transportation 

Committee. He was on the same side that I was 

on for the consumer. I remember that, and I 

always trusted Don Brazier. He was a 

Republican. So there was a camaraderie which 

developed between legislators with lobbyists, 

Republicans and Democrats ï who I trusted 

totally. And thatôs the way I learned to do my 

work, through my ability to trust people and to 

make decisions based upon that trust. Joe Davis 

was trustworthy. The Boeing lobbyists were 

very good and there were others, many others. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did they kind of set a 

standard? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. The Boeing lobbyist at that 

time ï they called him the ógray ghostô ï I 

trusted him. He was a good guy. And Sid 

Abrams, I adore him. I trust him totally. And 

Sharon Case, who worked for me; sheôs now a 

lobbyist. These are people I totally trust. 

Because of my lobbying experience, I had many 

good friends who either worked with me, for 
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me, or lobbied with me, I knew who I could 

trust and who I couldnôt. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs a great way to get 

started. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. I especially liked 

Dave Broderick; he was a great lobbyist. He 

lobbied for the WEA when I first knew him. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What makes a great lobbyist? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Friendly, open, honest, ethical. 

Integrity ï which goes a long way ï but thatôs 

part of honesty. Dave would sometimes say, ñI 

wish Iôd asked that question,ò as I did when I 

was lobbying. Anytime I got in a position in 

which I was asked a question I didnôt like, I 

used to say, ñI wish you hadnôt asked that 

question; however, this is the way it is.ò 

Sometimes you didnôt get what you wanted 

because of that. But you do it because itôs right. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And next time around the 

person will think that youôre going to give them 

the straight goods? 

Sen. Wojahn:  A lobbyist isnôt someone you 

look for to treat you to dinner. A lobbyist is 

someone you enjoy being around, someone 

knowledgeable you look to for technical advice, 

whether just exchanging ideas or exchanging 

gossip. What makes a good lobbyist? I like 

knowledgeable, well-groomed lobbyists. I donôt 

think thatôs asking too much. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It shows respect? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It shows respect, and it shows 

that they care about themselves. If you care 

about yourself, youôre going to have half a 

chance of caring for somebody else. Thatôs the 

way I feel. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Why do you think lobbyists 

have a bad reputation? Why are they so 

misunderstood, put it that way, in their role? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Lobbyists got a bad rap when 

they shouldnôt have, I believe, because people 

suspect them. I never looked at a lobbyist that 

way, probably because I was one myself. I 

assumed that because I was who I was, that they 

were the same way, and until you found out 

differently, you trusted people until they created 

an atmosphere of distrust. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Or proved otherwise. Do you 

think people misunderstand their role in the 

Legislature? Thereôs that ñspecial interestò 

label. 

Sen. Wojahn:  People think lobbyists sneak 

around in smoke-filled rooms and wine and dine 

you and get you to the point where you canôt 

think straight. I think thatôs what used to be the 

impression. I donôt know that that is continuing. 

I think that any person who is somewhat 

sophisticated doesnôt look at people that way 

anymore. I think people are better informed than 

they used to be. And thank God for that. 

Anytime anyone asks me about it, I tell them 

that we could not survive without lobbyists. 

They offer technical information. The only thing 

you have to be able to do is to know whom you 

can trust and who you canôt, and thatôs a matter 

of being able to judge character. That comes 

with maturity. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Is that because you have to 

deal with so many kinds of bills thereôs no way 

you can know so many areas? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thereôs no way that you can 

absorb that much. You have to trust your 

colleagues. You have to trust the committee 

chair. Or, if thereôs someone on the committee 

who you trust that could explain the pros and 

cons of a bill. You usually have someone on 

every committee that you trust, that you can go 

to if you have a real problem. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So you say, ñIf so-and-so is 

for this, it must be okay?ò 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, you do, but you donôt stop 

there. Unless itôs someone I implicitly trust who 

has the same philosophy as I. And you have to 

know who does. Then I dig further. Research 

isnôt always reading out of a book. Research is 

listening and talking to people and observing. 

You see a lot of things. Itôs body language. It 

isnôt just word-of-mouth. Itôs a lot of different 

elements that have to enter in. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Partly intuitive, partly 

intellectual? 
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Sen. Wojahn:  Intellectual. Partly body 

language, partly past experience with them and 

your own. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Are you ever swayed simply 

by sheer information? If somebody has really 

good information but perhaps is not very 

skilled? 

Sen. Wojahn:  If somebody has too much 

information I tend to not believe it all and ask 

questions, that if they can answer, then I will 

believe. But sometimes you donôt know the 

right question to ask. And if you donôt know the 

right question to ask, youôd better not give your 

word. You better do some further investigation. 

And listen to constituents. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you ever ï now Iôm 

asking you in your role as a legislator ï do 

legislators get different lobbyists together who 

have opposing views and then listen to one and 

listen to the other and weigh the different points 

of view that way? Would that be something that 

would happen? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Occasionally youôd get them to 

come in together. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Not necessarily together, but 

one after the other, say? Just to get a bigger 

picture? To see what the sides are? 

Sen. Wojahn:  On rare occasions. Iôve been 

there too long. Maybe when I was first starting I 

did that, I canôt remember. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I was just wondering, as a 

lobbyist, would you be aware that legislators 

might be checking in with other people too, and 

that you would be competing with each other? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, sure. The thing which 

would sway me most would be a personal story, 

a personal experience that someone had. I really 

relied on them a lot. Anytime anybody told me a 

personal experience which created a problem or 

a problem was created because of the 

experience, then you listen real hard. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Puts a human face on it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  You bet. I guess thatôs the most 

important thing of all because if somebody can 

look you in the eye and tell you a story, itôs hard 

not to believe unless thereôs an element there 

that doesnôt ring true, that you can question. But 

again, if you canôt ask the right question, you 

donôt make a decision right away. Sometimes 

you donôt know the right question to ask, and 

itôs tough. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You get a lot of issues. 

Sen. Wojahn:  And sometimes you trust 

somebody who probably gave you the right 

information but you either misunderstood or 

wanted to believe it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Youôd be susceptible in 

certain directions? 

Sen. Wojahn:  That is right. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  As a lobbyist, would you 

study legislators to find out what would move 

them? Would you get to know them to that 

degree that you would understand ï now this 

person really cares about x and y? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, I would. Some things you 

always find that everyone has a vulnerable spot. 

And yes, you look for that. You try to find it. 

Because you care. It isnôt because youôre spying 

or because you have an ulterior motive. You 

want to know what makes her tick. Why does 

she do this? Make your judgments on that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Then shape your response that 

way? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. Thatôs one way to 

figure it out. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Human relations. 

Sen. Wojahn:  You bet. You know those who 

are absolutely true. I love and trust ï there are 

several ï from Olympia ï whoôs your senator? 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Karen Fraser. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I totally trust her as a legislator. 

As a lobbyist, I totally trust Sharon Case; I 

totally trust the gal who was Governor 

Cherbergôs attorney, Gail Ditlevson. I think her 

name is different now ï Toraason, I believe. 

Ken Bertrand, I trust. He was on the Republican 

staff before he was a lobbyist. When I chaired 

the Human Services Committee in the Senate, 

Senator Kiskaddon used to sit next to me 
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because he was the ranking member of the 

Republican Party. I liked Bill Kiskaddon, but he 

was always like a gnat ï he was coming at me 

like a mosquito all the time, and I told Ken 

Bertrand that. And Ken said, ñI canôt figure out 

why you donôt turn around and punch him in the 

nose once in a while.ò He actually said that, and 

I loved that! It made me laugh! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So humor is a good thing, too? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Humor is absolutely essential. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Youôd have to keep your 

balance. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Right. And dry humor is even 

better, I love it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That little comment on the 

side that helps keep you going? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Right. Margaret Casey I loved. 

Sheôs lobbying again. She was a former Nun, 

you know. She was a principal of a high school 

I think. She lobbied for the Archbishop. She 

was, really, I think, his right-hand gal. Bishop 

Hunthausen, I loved him. He was a dear man. 

Really good. Dave Broderick I totally trusted. 

And I loved Linda, Dave Broderickôs wife. 

Sheôs retired now, but she lobbied for vocational 

schools, private trade-type schools. Later she 

worked for the Commission on Vocational 

Education. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I imagine lobbyists, like 

legislators, come from all different walks of life. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Dick Ducharme was a very good 

lobbyist, often on the other side of the issues 

which I supported, but trustworthy. He was 

okay. Bob Mack, lobbyist for the City of 

Tacoma, was always a valuable source of 

information and I always sought him out to find 

out what the City of Tacoma needed. And 

Denny Eliason. Linda Hull who lobbied for the 

dentists, I liked and trusted. Also Tom Owens. 

These are the ones I knew well and who were 

always welcome in my office. Some lobbyists 

werenôt. They didnôt bother. And they shall 

remain nameless at this point. Let people figure 

it out for themselves. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  About how many people 

lobbied when you first started out? It was a 

smaller number then. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, it was much smaller. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Would it have been a 

óclubbierô atmosphere? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Very much so. We had an 

organization called ñthe Third Houseò but it was 

a cozier group. The man who lobbied for the 

bank, what was his name? 

Ms. Kilgannon:  There was Joe Brennan. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Joe Brennan I remember. I liked 

Joe Brennan. And before him was a lobbyist by 

the name of Joe Gould. Joe Gould left just 

before I became a lobbyist, but Joe Brennan 

learned his lobbying tools from him. He was 

very good. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did lobbyists have leaders 

amongst themselves? I know you were called 

the Third House, but did you have an actual 

formal organization? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. We had a chairman of the 

Third House. I think Joe Brennan was one at 

one time. We used to meet for lunch once in 

awhile. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What kind of things would 

they do? What would the structure do to help 

you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Nothing in particular. Just be 

friendly. We used to have ñwildlife parties,ò too, 

together. You probably donôt remember those, 

but thatôs where legislators and lobbyists all got 

together and just let their hair down. Everybody! 

You couldnôt possibly be mad at anybody 

because they were all buddies. There were so 

many lobbyists with all different interests, but 

we were all friendly. You didnôt misrepresent 

the truth, because if you did, you never were 

trusted again. You didnôt get back in a 

legislatorôs office if you ever misrepresented the 

truth. And if you were asked a direct question, 

you answered truthfully, even though it would 

hurt your cause. I often prefaced my remarks 

with ñI wish you hadnôt asked that question.ò 
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Itôs changed; now both sides distort the truth. 

Some give their word, then break it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What do you think changed 

the culture of lobbying? Can you put your finger 

on it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. After public disclosure 

came in, I believe. Disclosure did a lot to 

precipitate controversy. Itôs impossible to 

legislate ethics. We lost a lot of fine legislators, 

many of them attorneys, because under the 

terms of the disclosure act they were required to 

disclose the names of their clients. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs probably not what was 

intended. 

Sen. Wojahn:  No, it wasnôt, but thatôs exactly 

what happened. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs interesting. Now, when 

you first came in, didnôt you have to register 

with the Speaker and receive some kind of pass? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I guess I did. I donôt remember. 

You give them your card. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It wasnôt as formal, I donôt 

think. Did you have to report any of your 

expenses or anything? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. It was wide open. But I 

donôt know that evil things happened at that 

time. Maybe there was some skullduggery, but 

generally speaking, legislators and lobbyists 

were people with integrity. I didnôt distrust 

anybody; I just didnôt always like their 

philosophy, but I didnôt think they were lying to 

me or misrepresenting the truth. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Why was there so much 

energy behind the creation of the Public 

Disclosure Commission in 1972? Seventy-two 

percent of the people voted for that initiative. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Because of the suspicion that 

legislators were susceptive to strong lobbies. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  But you, yourself, didnôt agree 

with that? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Never. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was the energy behind this 

partly to do with campaign contributions at the 

same time? 

Sen. Wojahn:  In part. It was about campaign 

contributions, but we didnôt have to report them. 

But I kept good records and I didnôt cheat. I 

never accepted a lot of money. Everybody gave 

to just about everybody. We got money from all 

sides. Because I had been a lobbyist, I usually 

got a little money from all sides, but not a lot 

from anybody. I think the most money I ever got 

prior to disclosure, was two-hundred and fifty 

dollars, and other legislators from your political 

party would give you money so youôd vote for 

them for leadership positions. They would 

generate the money and then theyôd help others. 

The lobbyists knew it was going on. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  As a lobbyist, did you hand 

out money? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I didnôt hand out any money 

as a lobbyist. It was all done by the Washington 

State Labor Council. The officers and directors 

did it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So you, yourself, never had 

any dealings at the campaign level? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I never had anything to do 

with giving out money. I wasnôt at that level of 

lobbying. Later, as a legislator, I had fund-

raisers. I usually charged twenty-five dollars per 

person and often had family bean-feeds at which 

I charged twenty-five dollars for a family of 

four. I never charged fifty dollars; I thought that 

was terrible. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  As a lobbyist, would you have 

attended things like that yourself? Would you 

have gone to fundraisers? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, yes. I didnôt have to pay for 

them. The Washington State Labor Council paid 

for them. I never gave more than fifty dollars. I 

never went to anything that cost one hundred 

dollars, as I remember. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That was big money. Would 

you recommend people that the Washington 

State Labor Council should support? Would you 

be able to do that? 
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Sen. Wojahn:  Sure. I would recommend to the 

Washington State Labor Council candidates I 

believed they should support and I would 

suggest to candidates that they ask the Labor 

Council for what they needed. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, even if youôre not handing 

out money yourself, you were playing a role? 

Sen. Wojahn:  The only thing I ever did was to 

give out of my own pocket to a candidate 

already endorsed by the Labor Council; then I 

was reimbursed by the Washington State Labor 

Council. I think thatôs the way it was always 

done prior to disclosure. Now, the skyôs the 

limit. Nobody ever raised five-hundred thousand 

dollars to run for a twenty-five thousand dollar a 

year job like they do now. The most I ever 

raised when I was running didnôt even add up to 

what I was making as a legislator. The most I 

raised the first time I ran was just enough to 

cover expenses, which was twenty-three-

hundred dollars in the primary and about one 

thousand dollars in the general. I donôt believe I 

ever raised more than thirty thousand at any 

time, and that was more than I needed or 

wanted. I used to give other candidates money 

when I was running for leadership. Iôve given to 

more people who have lost races than Iôve given 

to those whoôve won. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Maybe you shouldnôt bet on 

horses, either! 

Sen. Wojahn:  I remember a candidate by the 

name of Tollefson in eastern Washington who 

was running for the Legislature and I gave him 

two hundred dollars out of my campaign fund. 

He lost, and then became a county 

commissioner. Later he helped me pass a bill to 

keep the State Board of Health and to eventually 

separate the State Department of Health from 

DSHS. It all works together! 

I have a philosophy and itôs a poem by 

Edwin Markham that I heard when I was about 

ten years old. I was listening to soap operas on 

the radio, and there was this one particular one, 

Ma Perkins, in which they recited this Edwin 

Markham poem every day as an introduction 

along with background music. I may not have 

all the words right, but it goes, ñThere is a 

destiny that makes us brothers. None goes his 

way alone. All that we send into the lives of 

others comes back into our own.ò And for some 

reason, it stuck. I remember that, and it comes 

back in spades. You give to somebody as an 

anonymous gift, and it comes back even though 

no one knew. Itôs an incredible philosophy, and 

it works. At eighty years of age I can say that, 

because Iôve seen it happen. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Iôm glad it plays out. You 

want that to be true. 

Sen. Wojahn:  You want it to be true, and thatôs 

the reason you tend to trust until you find that 

you canôt trust. You always trust until you canôt 

any more, and thatôs good. Then you develop 

dislikes. There are people I donôt like, and thatôs 

firm. I never will like them. They canôt do 

anything to make me like them. I wonôt be less 

than tactful, but I will never like them and they 

know it. Thatôs the way it is. Iôve got those little 

books of proverbs which tell about that. Itôs just 

wonderful. Itôs full of little homilies that I agree 

with. Somebody gave it to me and I sat and 

laughed over it. You asked about my 

philosophy. My philosophy was developed by 

osmosis. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  By experience? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Experience and just by doing 

and by witnessing and by seeing and it just 

happens. It just becomes a part of you. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you kind of watch other 

lobbyists and think, ñThat person, I really like 

what theyôre doing?ò 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You had your own sense of 

how to do things? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I had my own sense. I either 

liked them or disapproved of what they did or 

their philosophy. Some of it was philosophy. It 

wasnôt anything that they could help or would 

change. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you impressed by 

certain people? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was impressed by watching 

Joe Davis. He always laid out good background. 
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He always laid out how it would affect the 

working person and how it could injure them or 

hurt them. I remember when there was an 

attempt to raid the unemployment compensation 

fund because there was an overage of money in 

the fund, and the industry and business wanted 

it back. He always said, ñIf we ever had a 

recession, that money would disappear,ò and it 

happened. That was the reason I opposed the 

taking of unemployment comp funds to finance 

the Work-First training fund. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Things go up and down. Just 

because you have it now, doesnôt mean youôll 

always have it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. Thatôs the reason 

itôs good to have a trigger in anything you do. 

Any kind of an escalator clause or de-escalator, 

youôd need that and a means to control or help 

things when thereôs a recession. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Which seem to come around 

pretty regularly. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. And no matter what 

you do, weôre heading into one right now. 

Thatôs the thing that most young people donôt 

understand, donôt know the depth of the feelings 

which occurred during the Depression, which I 

went through, and I know how traumatic it was. 

They have no concept. They have no idea, or 

they would be willing to share. Thatôs the 

reason I rarely fret over my income tax. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  On the national level and on 

the state level, you were involved in consumer 

affairs. I was struck that most of the leaders I 

read about in that field were women. Was that 

seen as a womenôs specialty area because they 

were the chief consumers in the home? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think that they were involved 

with it because they usually handle the 

pocketbook for the family. The Consumer 

Federation of America was started by a mix of 

consumer groups, labor organizations, HMOs ï 

including Group Health, rural electrification 

groups, mutual insurance groups and 

cooperatives throughout the United States. They 

all became a part of that super-consumer affairs 

group, Consumer Federation of America. That 

was all a part of the consumer movement. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I was struck by you two 

women in Washington State, but then, when I 

was looking at the national level, was it 

President Kennedy who appointed Esther 

Peterson? 

Sen. Wojahn:  With the Consumer Federation 

of America, she was one of the initiators of it 

under President Kennedy, and she stayed 

through President Johnson. Then she got fired 

when Nixon came in. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  There was Betty Furness, too. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Betty Furness. I was so angry 

for Esther Peterson because sheôd done so 

much, and she said, ñNo, that Betty Furness 

could do much more handling business and 

industry than I could ever do.ò And she was 

very genuine about that. 

I remember writing letters when I was trying 

to get the bacon bill passed in the state of 

Washington. I sponsored the bill because I was 

aware of the National Wholesome Meat Act 

passed by Congress in 1967, which I lobbied as 

a member of the Washington State Labor 

Council staff. Later, as a legislator, while 

working on the bacon bill, I wrote to the 

Consumer Federation of America and to 

President Nixonôs Consumer Advocate. Because 

New York and Oregon had passed their own 

bacon bills copied from the Washington bill, 

which were either thrown out or declared 

unconstitutional, I was concerned that my bacon 

bill would have a similar fate. The National 

Wholesome Meat Act stated that there could be 

no mislabeling or misbranding of meat and that 

part of the Act was not being enforced. The 

bacon bill was being sponsored on the state 

level because companies were mislabeling and 

misbranding meat. I called to their attention the 

fact that the mislabeling and misbranding 

portion of the Act was not being enforced and 

the Presidentôs Consumer Advocate insisted that 

it be enforced. Thatôs the way we got the bill 

and actually forced the acknowledgment of the 

federal law. It was incredible because two states 

copied the Washington bill, New York and 
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Oregon and enacted them prior to the passage of 

the Washington bill and had them thrown out as 

being unconstitutional. Here it was a part of the 

national Wholesome Meat Act and being 

ignored. I remember telling you about Don 

Moos, Director of the Washington State 

Department of Agriculture asking for an 

extension on the deadline because there were 

only two meat packers in the country doing all 

the bacon packaging and they couldnôt get the 

packaging done in time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  But they did switch over 

eventually? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They switched over. 

Washington State actually changed federal law 

because it forced the Feds to make it work. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Well, everybody would have 

to have the same rules. We also wanted to 

discuss the Flammable Fabrics Act, too. That 

started here in Washington too, didnôt it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It started through the Childrenôs 

Hospital. That became a real hot issue when I 

was a member in the House. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  My impression was that there 

was a doctor, Doctor Abe Bergman, working 

with Senator Magnuson? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Senator Magnuson actually 

started that, and they passed a bill in Congress, 

but it hadnôt gone into effect yet. Abe Bergman 

was trying to get a bill passed here that would 

go into effect before the national act. I thought 

he was wrong. I chaired the committee and I 

believed we should comply with the federal act, 

not preempt it. We didnôt need a separate law 

here. The supporters of the bill finally made it 

so difficult for me that I let the bill go, but I 

didnôt believe it was necessary or that it would 

work. It had already passed nationally, it would 

just give the public a sense of false security. 

And at the same time I had heard that some of 

the people making baby clothes were sending 

the clothes overseas to be sold there. I 

remember the Carter people coming out 

publicly. It was in the Consumer Reports where 

they said, ñBabies are babies everywhere; we 

will not send our flammable fabrics to foreign 

countries to be sold.ò And they didnôt do it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So some manufacturers 

continued toð 

Sen. Wojahn:  Some of them, they didnôt 

continue to do it, but they were exporting the 

clothing they had already made. But the whole 

thing was that Representative Georgette Valle 

was pushing for the bill here. It has already 

passed nationally. It was in the process of being 

enforced and we didnôt even have to adopt it at 

the state level because it superseded anything 

we could do. It was just a state no-law law. On 

television I remember she said we needed it, and 

I went on television and said, ñNo, we do not.ò 

It was Charlie Royer that m.c.ôd that one. He 

was with Channel Five at the time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And people just couldnôt 

understand that? They just continued to push it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They continued, it finally 

passed, but I think the thing was that retailers 

had some flammable clothing left and they were 

being given a chance to get rid of it, with the 

full knowledge that there was a problem with it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How did all this start? Is this 

something that was generated from a personal 

story? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think because doctors 

witnessed these things happening to children. 

Some of the childrenôs clothing was so 

flammable that if they got near an electric stove, 

within a few inches, it could become flammable. 

That was a rarity, but it had happened. So what 

happens, the exception forces the rule. Now it 

wasnôt going to happen, I didnôt believe, and we 

didnôt need to kill local businesses in order to 

enforce the law, because there was a chance in 

five million that it would ever happen here. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  This is a very big law with a 

big impact, but I wondered how often would 

childrenôs clothes catch on fire? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It didnôt happen very often. 

Usually it was caused by children playing with 

fire, playing with matches, and things like that. 

And yes, it was necessary to get flammable 

fabric off the market. Then Channel Five went 
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on. Representative Georgette Valle got them all 

stirred up. This guy who was a reporter on 

Channel Five at that time, Don McGaffin, he 

was blabbing about that and he came down to 

the Legislature and talked to the House. We had 

a hearing on the bill but we didnôt broadcast it 

because we didnôt want to go through that 

ordeal again with Representative Valle. It was 

dumb. You donôt do that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  She just simply didnôt 

understand? She was on a roller-coaster there 

and kept going? 

Sen. Wojahn:  She was on a roller-coaster 

being pushed by Channel Five and Dr. 

Bergman. The bill passed, it got signed, but it 

was already in effect. It was a no-law law. It got 

lots of publicity and a lot of people got to see 

people being burned up, or facsimiles, and it 

wasnôt happening. It was an untruth. It wasnôt 

true, as I saw it. I didnôt think that we had the 

right to use that to ignite or scare or frighten 

people. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you work on it on the 

national level previously? Did you have 

anything to do with this? Somehow your name 

got connected with this but I was not able to 

trace it very far. 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I was chairing the 

committee in the House. National acts which 

affected state bills included the Wholesome 

Meat Act which affected the bacon bill, and the 

Garnishment Act, which was part of the 

National Truth in Lending Act. We didnôt help 

to change anything with that flammable fabrics 

bill. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Okay. I just had two more 

things on the federal level that I want to discuss. 

Thereôs a funny story by Emmett Watson about 

you meeting George Meany in an elevator. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs true. We had gotten all 

these congressmen elected. We had changed the 

face of Congress. We elected Senator Magnuson 

and Jackson, the only two senators. We elected 

Lloyd Meeds, Tom Foley, Brock Adams and 

Floyd Hicks. Julia Butler Hansen was already 

there. We didnôt change Congress, but we 

changed Washington State from being 

represented by Republicans, to being 

represented by Democrats. After we had done 

that and been recognized by the Democratic 

Party nationally, over the voter registration 

drive ï this was right after the election of ô64 ï I 

was back in D.C. for a COPE meeting. We were 

in the AFL-CIO building and I had gotten on the 

elevator and rang for my floor. I was going 

down and someone on the elevator had come 

from the top floor and I got on about the fifth 

floor, and it was George Meany. He was the 

only other one on the elevator. I recognized him 

and I said to him, ñYou must be George 

Meany.ò He sort of grinned, half shy ï he was 

kind of shy ï and he said, ñYes, I am.ò We got 

to the main floor and he started to get out and I 

said, ñWould you mind riding up to the top floor 

again and down again so I can look at you for a 

while?ò He cracked up! He didnôt ride up. He 

got off. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you talk or just look at 

him? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I just looked at him. I just 

stared. I think he said something about the state 

of Washington and what a great job we had 

done. I think he said that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You introduced yourself? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I introduced myself and that I 

was from Washington State, ñLorraine 

Wojahn,ò and he recognized the state, not me. 

And I asked him if heôd ride up and down again. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was it just being in the 

presence of a great man? What were you doing? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was just awestruck. I donôt 

know why because I wasnôt particularly 

enthused about him. But he was there. And heôd 

been telling world leaders what to do. I guess I 

really wanted to talk to him but couldnôt think 

of anything to say. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So you were just in the 

presence of some kind of power. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was in the presence of 

something different, yes. Let me tell you what 

happened when I met Vice President Humphrey. 

I had my picture taken on the steps of the 
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Capitol with him. Then when we went into the 

Senate Chambers, there were about fifty COPE 

people from the various states, and we were all 

introducing ourselves and I was so excited that I 

went up to him and held out my hand and said, 

ñIôm Lorraine Washington from the state of 

Wojahn.ò He blinked at me and he started to 

laugh! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you know what you had 

said when it came out of your mouth? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He started to laugh and then I 

realized what Iôd said, yes. He was really funny. 

He was really tall, you know, but not when he 

stood beside President Johnson who was 6ô4ò. 

Vice President Humphrey was over six feet. 

Much taller than I. He only looked short when 

beside President Johnson. He was a great man, I 

thought. He shouldnôt have lost, but he did. 

Those are two funny things. They really 

happened. And I remember at that same time it 

was so cold; it was late November just after the 

1964 election that they had us all back in D.C. It 

was sort of a thank-you tour. Weôd all been in 

the AFL-CIO building. I donôt know why I was 

late getting on the elevator. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Maybe you were just 

exhausted. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was. I went to see Kennedyôs 

grave at that time. I went all by myself. No one 

would go with me because it was so cold. I took 

a cab and went over to Arlington Cemetery. I let 

the cab go and I damn near froze to death, 

because I had to walk and walk to find another 

cab. The flame was lit. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was it like a pilgrimage, 

going to the grave, for you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, it was. I needed to do it and 

I was going home the next day and I needed to 

do it that afternoon. So I did. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you plan to do it, or was it 

just something that when you got there you felt 

you ought to do it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I wanted to do it, and I knew I 

was going to do it, but I didnôt know when. I 

just got up early that morning and went out and 

got a cab. I had a hat and coat on, but I didnôt 

have a scarf, and I didnôt realize how bitterly 

cold the cemetery was with the wind blowing 

through it. Itôs kind of like a little valley and the 

wind blew. The George Washington Curtis 

mansion ï who gave the land ï was right above 

that, and the wind blew down and whipped 

across there. I needed a scarf over my head. I 

remember when I got back to the hotel and ran 

into a staff person with the AFL-CIO who was 

doing consumer work, he looked at me and I 

looked like I was half dead. He said, ñWhat 

happened to you?ò And I said, ñI went to the 

Kennedy grave.ò He said, ñYou should have let 

us know. Someone would have gone with you 

or taken you.ò I did things on my own. I didnôt 

know that you could ask and get things done for 

you. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you want to go by 

yourself? Was it a private thing? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I really didnôt. I wanted 

someone to go with me. It didnôt matter. I didnôt 

care. I knew I was going and I didnôt push 

anybody to go. Maybe I really wanted to go by 

myself, I donôt know, but I did. Thatôs always 

the way I am. You end up doing something for 

yourself because nobody wants to do it or you 

donôt think they want to do it, and so you do it. 
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CHAPTER 4:  FIRST CAMPAIGN FOR THE LEGISLATURE 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Weôve talked about your work 

as a lobbyist leading up to your decision to enter 

the Legislature. Letôs explore now what 

happened to get you into the Legislature. 

Sometime in 1968 Representative George 

Sheridan from the Twenty-seventh District 

retired after serving two terms. Did that start the 

ball rolling? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. He elected to run for 

county commissioner because the person who 

had been commissioner for a number of years in 

Pierce County did not tell the Party that he was 

going to retire until the Friday before the first 

day of filing. He had rather paved the way for 

his buddy who happened to be a Republican ï 

we believed ï to replace him. This was Harry 

Sprinker who was retiring and he had a very 

good friend who was a football coach ï 

although it was never really confirmed. But 

anyway, the Party struggled to find someone 

over the weekend to file for the Democratic 

nomination and they immediately struck on 

George Sheridan because he had been county 

chair of the Democratic Party for years and was 

very well known. They approached him and he 

said he wouldnôt run unless he could have 

someone replace him in the House of 

Representatives he believed could carry on the 

work that he had started. So the Party struggled 

to find someone. I was approached to run and I 

finally decided to do it, but by that time it was 

Wednesday of filing week. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Getting right up to it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Right. So George and I met at 

the County-City Building and he filed for 

county commissioner and I filed for the 

Representative from the Twenty-Seventh 

Legislative District. 

He just barely won the election. I just barely 

won by 309 votes. But prior to that, after talking 

with my employers, they had told me that I 

should run and that they would have a different 

job for me if I won. Then, towards the end of 

the campaign, when it looked as though I was 

going to lose, the Labor Council hired someone 

to replace me. They told me that one of the 

Board members had challenged their decision to 

keep me on. I would not have run for office if I 

had known they would not keep me on. So I 

went down to withdraw, thinking I would get 

my job back, and the county auditor, Jack 

Sonntag talked me out of it because the labor 

movement in Pierce County was strongly in 

support of my candidacy, although the labor 

movement at the state level was not supportive, 

and I worked for the State Labor Council. So I 

was persuaded to stay in the race. There was a 

wife of a former legislator running for my seat, 

Ann Burns. There was a former legislator, 

Marian Gleason, also running. And then there 

was a man running on the Republican ticket. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And John Sullivan and 

Kenneth Fernandez, both Democrats running for 

the nomination, so you had a crowd. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. There were three 

women, two men and then one man running on 

the Republican side. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Hal Howell was the 

Republican. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Hal Howell was a Republican, 

right. Jack Pyle, who then covered politics for 

the Tacoma News Tribune, called it a ñgirlyò 

game because it was really a battle between a 

former legislatorôs wife, a former legislator, and 

me. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were these two men 

considered non-contenders? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Not strong contenders because 

neither one had held office before. But Sullivan 

was a very strong name in the Twenty-seventh 

Legislative District. Very good name ï good 

Irish name. We had three little ñRomesò in the 

district. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Three ethnic groups that were 

mainly Catholic? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Roman Catholic, right. 
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Ms. Kilgannon:  So that would be the Irish, the 

Slavs and who was the third? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Italian. The two men were 

Italian and Irish, and then there were the three 

women contenders. One who had never held 

office before ï me. One who had held office 

before, Marian Gleason, and one whose husband 

had held office, Ann Burns. Bruce Burns had 

been a prominent attorney in Tacoma and had 

served several terms in the Legislature. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And what was he doing? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was practicing law and 

didnôt choose to run again. He had given up the 

seat, I think, to George Sheridan. I donôt think 

heôd run the last time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  To back up just a bit. George 

Sheridan wanted someone to carry on his work. 

What was he known for? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was a good representative of 

the people. He knew the philosophy of the Party 

because he had been the chairman of the district 

for a number of years. He knew everyone in the 

district, I think. He wanted someone who was 

equally approachable as he was. Someone who 

was knowledgeable in politics, which I was 

because Iôd been working for the Labor Council. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he consider you the 

proper successor out of all these people? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He refused to get into it. But he 

did agree to go down with me to file, which was 

the only show of support that he was willing to 

give. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Subtle. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Subtle, but it was all right. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you get in the paper that 

way? Both of you filing at the same time? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Every night they announced 

whoôd filed, and it showed that he had filed for 

County Commissioner and I filed for his seat, 

but they didnôt editorialize on it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Nobody made any 

connection? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Nothing was ever said. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So it would be very subtle, 

indeed. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Theyôd have had to editorialize 

and do a byline article if theyôd done that, but 

they didnôt. They may have done a byline 

article, but there was no editorializing. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you just hear about this 

race or did someone come to you and say, ñWill 

you do this?ò 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was approached by L.H. 

Pedersen, who was secretary of the Pierce 

County Central Labor Council at the time. 

George did not approach me. He just listened to 

who was being suggested. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He didnôt object? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He didnôt object. Marian 

Gleason had fallen out of the favor of the Party 

because she had taken a chairmanship in the 

coalition in 1963. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Could you explain a bit more 

extensively what that was all about? 

Sen. Wojahn:  There was a coalition formed in 

1963. It was over public power ï electrical 

power. A lot of eastern Washington legislators 

fell in with private power. It was a 

public/private power battle and Bill Day was 

running for Speaker in a coalition with 

Republicans. John OôBrien was running as a 

Democrat and it got to be very bitter. It got to be 

very bad, and Bill Day won because of the 

coalition they were able to form. Republicans 

had the majority and they took over, and the 

whole session was grim. It was so bad that 

legislators were not speaking to one another. 

Marian Gleason took a chairmanship under the 

coalition and fell out of favor with the 

Democrats because of it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, because she was willing to 

work with the coalition, she was then 

ostracized? 

Sen. Wojahn:  She did not work with them. She 

voted to organize the House which everybody 

did, and objected at the proper times, but she 

took a chairmanship, which I donôt think should 

ever have created a situation for her, but it did. I 



73 

 

was never angry with her over this. I never felt 

that it was appropriate to take it out on her. Of 

course, there was another coalitionist from the 

district, a fellow by the name of OôConnell, who 

had joined with the coalition to elect the 

Speaker. She did not vote to support the 

coalition Speaker, but OôConnell did. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  She didnôt go as far as that. 

Sen. Wojahn:  She stayed with the Party, and 

was a Democrat. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was he punished in the same 

way? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was ousted the next time 

around. Ted Bottiger took him out in 1964. 

Thatôs the reason a number of Democrats were 

going to run against him. I think there were 

about eight or ten people running and the Party 

ï the majority share of them ï got together and 

told the others, ñYou canôt run ï Sullivan had 

run at that time ï because Bottiger is the 

strongest candidate and weôve got to have the 

strongest candidate. If we get them all up there 

weôre going to split it up and no one will win.ò 

So the Party came out in favor of Bottiger, as I 

remember. And he won, but would not have, 

probably, otherwise. And he was a very strong 

candidate. He was an assistant attorney general. 

He later became majority leader of the House 

and Senate. He was very good. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He had a big career. Just to be 

clear, is Tacoma a public or private power area? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Public. More public, because we 

had built our own dams and provided our own 

power. We still have a substantial amount of 

power from our own dams, although Puget 

Sound Power and Light, a private power 

company, still is available in Pierce County. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Unlike Spokaneé 

Sen. Wojahn:  Which was private power. That 

was a battle. It was eastern Washington against 

western Washington, except for a few like 

Representative Bob Perry who was a private 

power person. He worked for private power. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He had a slightly different 

interest. 

Sen. Wojahn:  As a matter of fact, the private 

power people would gather their employees and 

they would go out doorbelling for candidates. 

On behalf of private power candidates. That 

happened a lot. Tacoma was public power. 

Tacoma was more Democrat. It always has 

been. Itôs a working manôs town. We built our 

own dams and provided our own utilities. So it 

would be public power. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was Marian Gleason seen as a 

person who was enabling private power? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No, I donôt think so. She was 

called a coalitionist. It was just the idea that she 

took a chairmanship and maybe should not 

have. Chairmen are usually strong in their own 

right and are able to wield a fair amount of 

power. If used wisely, it would not create a 

problem. As I remember, there were no 

problems created by her as a chairman. But she 

did take a chairmanship so they took her out. 

George Sheridan replaced her. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I was also wondering if ï she 

had served in ô57,ô59, ô61 and ô63 ï because a 

woman had already served the District, did it 

make it easier or make no difference for another 

woman to come in? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think it made it easier, perhaps, 

for me. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  People were a bit used to the 

idea? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think it made it easier. But you 

have to remember that I had some things going 

for me, too. My husband was an architect; he 

was known. My son was the first bat boy for the 

Tacoma Giants baseball team, precursor to the 

Tacoma Rainiers, and got a lot of publicity 

when the team came to Tacoma. They held a 

contest for bat boy and he won it. So he got a lot 

of publicity through that, and so the name had 

gotten stronger. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And you were doing a lot of 

things yourself. 

Sen. Wojahn:  And Iôd been president of 

McKinley Pre-school, but only a small fish in a 

big pond. I came from the eastside of Tacoma; it 
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was the blue-collar working manôs area of 

Tacoma, always. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Yes, could you describe your 

Twenty-seventh District. Who lived there? What 

were the boundaries? 

Sen. Wojahn:  At that time it was a melting pot 

because most of the minorities lived here. The 

blacks and the orientals were almost all 

concentrated in the Hilltop of Tacoma or in Fife, 

where the orientals had their truck farms. Most 

of the oriental population was confined to the 

Twenty-seventh Legislative District, either 

through the Hilltop area with the blacks, or also 

in Fife. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  When you say ñoriental,ò who 

is that? 

Sen. Wojahn:  The Japanese truck gardeners. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So they all came back after the 

internment? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. They were back by that 

time. A lot of the lettuce growers in Fife were 

oriental, but not all. One of them had a 

greenhouse doing flowers and plants, but most 

of the berry farmers were Caucasians. And then 

the large Columbia Gardens, which was a large 

corporate farming area in Pierce, hired a lot of 

Japanese, I believe, to work in their gardens. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So you had this very 

urban/rural mixture? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I had farmers. I had dairy 

farmers and fruit growers and truck farming and 

berry farms in the valley. I had the Port-

industrial, which was in the district. I had all 

downtown Tacoma, which was business. Later, 

the Twenty-seventh Legislative District 

encompassed most of the North end, but not at 

first. I always had all the downtown area and the 

Port- industrial. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You had the Hilltop area? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Hilltop, McKinley Hill , Eastside 

Fife, Milton, Fife Heights and Brownôs Point, 

which took in the Port- industrial, all around to 

Dash Point. I had Dash Point. All the way to the 

King County line. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  A real mixture of people. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Itôs a huge district. But the 

population in some areas was not dense and 

therefore I had a larger territory. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Still, a lot of different kinds of 

interests. 

Sen. Wojahn:  A lot of different interests, but 

we had melded with them. Our dry cleaner was 

oriental. They were close friends of ours. Many 

of the kids who played sports with our son were 

blacks, like Eddy Anderson and Dave Carr. 

Luther Carr was a wonderful University of 

Washington football player. As a matter of fact, 

my son, when he was a junior in high school 

and had a date, he would always go down ï Iôd 

begun to work by that time ï to Eddy 

Andersonôs mother to ask if she thought the 

corsage heôd bought for his girl was all right. 

Eddy was black and they were really good 

friends. I remember my son Mark was going 

with Alice Hale whose father later became a 

Supreme Court justice, Frank Hale. She was 

going to Stadium High School and they were 

invited somewhere for a party, but Eddie was 

not invited, so Alice and Mark said, ñWeôre not 

going, either. Anywhere that Eddie canôt go, 

weôre not going to go.ò These things were 

subtle. And I had Salishan in the district, a 

housing project which was built for the war 

workers during the war and which became 

public housing. A lot of minorities moved in. So 

I had all of that. And thatôs probably where I 

won many of my votes, because we did get them 

out to vote. I had worked that area getting out 

the vote and registering people. Prior to that, I 

had organized a voter registration drive in which 

we registered a whole bundle of new people. 

The next election I was running for office. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Little did you know that you 

were creating your own base. 

Sen. Wojahn:  That is true and it actually 

happened. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That is amazing. Well, good 

things come around. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Everything that goes around 

comes around. I really sealed my own election, 
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but Iôve never thought of it that way before 

because I only won by 309 votes. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were there some areas of the 

district that were more difficult for you? Was it 

a pretty Democratic district? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, it was a Democratic 

district. Not so much in Fife, because I wasnôt 

well known out there. The service clubs out 

there had me out to speak to their groups. John 

OôConnell was Attorney General. He was 

running ï he didnôt live in the district, he lived 

in the Twenty-sixth District at that time ï but he 

and the prosecuting attorney John McCutcheon, 

who was also running, would take me out with 

them to campaign in Fife. Iôm sure they 

appeared on platforms with Ann Burns, also. 

She was a good candidate. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Somehow though, you won. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt know of anything that 

was particularly earth-shattering. I attended a lot 

of meetings, although I found that doorbelling 

was much more effective because you only get a 

handful of people at meetings. You can be more 

effective by doorbelling, so I doorbelled the 

whole district. I had doorbelling parties. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you go into your 

campaign already knowing how to campaign? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, yes. Iôd been working 

campaigns. I set up doorbelling crews and get-

out-the-vote crews, and I knew what to do. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You just hit the ground 

running? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, I did. I hit the ground 

running because I was so late in filing and the 

other two had had an advantage because they 

were really better known by their participation. 

Iôd never participated in party politics beyond 

the extent of the Labor Council. We did endorse 

both sides, but very few Republicans. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you have much support 

from the Party? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Not during the primary. 

Although individual politicians supported me 

because they were angry at Marian Gleason. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did the Party hold off and 

wait? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Now that I think about it, John 

OôConnell and McCutcheon, who was 

prosecuting attorney or worked for the 

prosecutor, took me under their wing after the 

primary. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, the primary was a sort of 

free-for-all? 

Sen. Wojahn:  A free-for-all. I donôt think I had 

much support from any Party people, except 

those that did it under cover. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  As a personal thing? 

Sen. Wojahn:  As a personal thing. One of my 

dear friends, Ethel Walk, was very, very helpful 

to me, and she was a Party regular. I knew her 

from the Labor Council and sheôd helped with 

some of our COPE projects. She helped me. She 

did all of Fife. She mailed all of Fife on my 

behalf. I remember that because she got writerôs 

cramp. She didnôt complain, but she said by the 

time she got through she was scribbling. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  She did it by hand? 

Sen. Wojahn:  You had to do it by hand then. 

You didnôt have typists. We didnôt have 

anything. We had a card index of everybody 

that weôd gotten from the auditorôs office and 

we had them all on three by five cards. I had a 

stack of small little cards that tallð 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You are gesturing like it was 

three feet tall? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was five feet tall and they 

were all little, tiny cards, three by five cards, 

with the names of people on them. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So this was a ñkitchen tableò 

operation? 

Sen. Wojahn:  That is absolutely right. Thatôs 

the way we did it. I had people coming in to 

help me. I had a crew of women who are all 

dead now. Only one of them is still living, Mary 

Triplett. I had a crew of five people led by Reba 

Verlo, who had organized doorbelling crews 

also. She was a very good friend of L.H. 

Pedersen who was the Central Labor Council 



76 

 

secretary/treasurer. Iôd worked with L.H. 

Pedersen on COPE issues, and his secretary, 

Charlotte Zenk, and Reba. Reba organized the 

card indexing and the mailing for me. I would 

leave my door open at night. People would 

come in all during the day or night because 

some of them worked days. Some of them who 

worked nights would come in a few hours in the 

daytime before they went to bed, and they made 

up a card file for me. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And this was literally in your 

kitchen? 

Sen. Wojahn:  In my kitchen. The house was 

designed by my husbandôs father and it was an 

English Tudor design, and in the kitchen we had 

these kitchen queens, free standing cabinets 

made of solid mahogany. You remember those? 

But they didnôt go clear to the ceiling, they just 

went part way up to the ceiling, and we had the 

cat perch up there with a basket because it was 

real warm by the furnace. One day, the cat, who 

was up in the upper deck sleeping, all of a 

sudden she decided to come down and she 

jumped right down onto the cards. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Oh, no! All your work. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Scared the woman to death! Oh, 

no. Coffee all over! She had a perch right by the 

card table. She jumped from the perch onto the 

card table, but it was still quite high, and landed 

right in the middle of all of our work. Three 

women working and coffee went all over. The 

gal shrieked. It was frightening. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Youôd be concentrating, and 

all of a sudden ï cat! 

Sen. Wojahn:  I had people working for me, 

from bartenders who tended bar in the evening 

and came by when the bar closed. They would 

go home late. Others who worked swing shift 

would come in about eleven a.m. and work until 

about three p.m. until they had to go to work. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you work round the clock, 

too? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I had everything laid out for 

them, always. And we fed them. The coffee pot 

was always on. I cooked for them and I just kept 

things going. I didnôt actually do anything 

myself. I was busy making coffee and baking 

cookies and fixing their lunch or dinner. It was a 

wild go-round. During this time we were 

landscaping our front yard, so weôd ripped up 

everything and were ready to pour the concrete 

before the primary and it poured down rain. We 

had a plank running from our front porch clear 

out to the sidewalk so that people could get onto 

the front porch and not walk through the mud 

and drag it into the house. It was awful, but it 

worked! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Itôs always that way, isnôt it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was so funny. I remember 

someone called me and they wanted a recipe for 

a punch which I had made for church. I 

belonged to Holy Communion, which was an 

Episcopal Church. But anyway, Iôd done some 

work for them and Iôd made some punch for a 

Sunday after-church coffee hour, and someone 

called me in the middle of all this and wanted 

the recipe for my punch. I said, ñI havenôt got 

time to write it for you. Iôll get the book out and 

if you want to come and write it down you can 

come and do it, but I canôt spare the time.ò They 

thought I was crazy. You have no time. Every 

minute was taken up. I would fall into bed about 

one a.m. and get up at seven a.m. because 

someone would be coming in. We just left the 

door unlocked. They could come and go. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  But you were excited by this? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, yes. Ensley Llewellyn was 

my PR person. I remember he came in one day 

to get some more information and we had some 

fresh peaches. Reba said, ñDo you want some 

fresh peaches?ò and he said, ñYes,ò so she got 

him dished up with some peaches and it was the 

catôs dish! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Oh, no! Maybe you were 

working a little too hard. 

Sen. Wojahn:  She didnôt know the difference. 

We had a pantry and a kitchen, so the pantry 

was where I could work without interfering with 

my working staff in the kitchen. We had some at 

the dining room table and some in the living 

room, depending on how busy we were. 
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Ms. Ki lgannon:  Now, what did your family 

think of this invasion? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They were never home anyway. 

My older son was married by that time. Just one 

left. He was at Oregon State University. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I thought one boy was in the 

Marines at that time? 

Sen. Wojahn:  That was Mark. Heôd gone to 

Oregon State and then he was in the Marine 

Corps. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Iôd read somewhere that he 

was actually in Vietnam. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was on Okinawa. He never 

went to Vietnam. Alan Hale did. They enlisted 

under the buddy system. They both enlisted at 

the same time. And Mark did not tell us. He told 

us that Alan had enlisted in the Marine Corps 

and Alan told Frank and Mary Hale that Mark 

had enlisted, but neither one of them told us that 

they had enlisted. We were comparing notes 

once, I called Mary to commiserate and she was 

commiserating with me and we found out that 

theyôd enlisted at the same time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And how did you feel about 

that? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Terrible. Frank had been in the 

paratroopers and he knew the Marine Corps is 

the lousiest branch of the service you can get in 

to because they are the step-child of the Navy. 

They are under the Navy Department and they 

get all the leavings. Itôs a very bad branch. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Most people think that 

Marines are the elite. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Itôs not an elite. Itôs assault 

troops and it is strongest as far as activity, but 

the weakest as far as financing is concerned. 

They take the leavings. Frank knew that. I didnôt 

know that. My brother knew that. He was in the 

Army. He had a fit that Mark had done that. He 

didnôt tell us. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Why did he do it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was in college and they told 

him that if they would enlist they only had to go 

for one year. They guaranteed them one year. 

Well, naturally, they were cannon fodder. They 

didnôt last a year, usually. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he feel that he would be 

drafted anyway, so he might as well take charge 

of it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  As long as they stayed in school 

they werenôt taking kids. But he wasnôt doing 

very well in school, and he really didnôt know 

what he wanted to do with his life. So it was 

kind of an interim that he chose to do this. But it 

would have been better if heôd enlisted in the 

Navy or Army, not the Marine Corps. The 

Marine Corps was so desperate for people that 

they were actually drafting them into the Marine 

Corps. We found that out. A neighbor of mineôs 

son was one of those drafted into the Army. The 

Army had them all line up when they were 

inducted and they had them number off, one, 

two, three, one, two, three, and then they said, 

ñEveryone with number three step forward.ò 

And Tom stepped forward and his buddy and 

they said, ñYouôre now in the U.S. Marine 

Corps.ò And I contacted Congressman Floyd 

Hicks about that and he blew up. They stopped 

that, but they got a whole batch of kids that way. 

One of them was killed. Tom Osinskiôs buddy 

was killed; the buddy was a neighbor of my 

older son, Toby. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It was a bad time. 

Sen. Wojahn:  The Marine Corps is supposed 

to be a selective branch. They never drafted. 

They never drafted in the Navy. Only the Army 

was able to draft. But they did that, and that is 

an absolute fact, because I immediately wrote a 

letter to Floyd Hicks who was our congressman, 

and said, ñThis is wrong.ò Thatôs after the 

young man was killed. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How did your family feel 

about the Vietnam war? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I thought it was wrong. I 

thought we had no business being there. I blew 

up all over Senator Magnusonôs wifeôs 

secretary. Senator Magnuson found out and was 

very angry with me. After the Tet Offensive, all 

the abuses became public. For example, it 

became known that the U.S. was drafting 
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eighteen year old boys and sending them to 

Vietnam but that the Vietnamese werenôt 

drafting their own eighteen year old boys. I just 

blew up, because I said, ñWe have no reason for 

being there. Weôre just taking the part of the 

Vietnamese and the landowners in favor of 

land.ò And after I had blown up at Fredrika in 

Seattle, I went back to D.C. to lobby. Senator 

Magnuson called me into his office, and he was 

very blunt. He said, ñHow dare you do that?ò 

But, I was able to tell him that the Monday after 

I had blown up to Fredrika, the Senate had 

called for land reforms in Vietnam, which 

addressed my main concern. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So he heard you on some 

level? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He heard me. And thatôs when it 

all began to come apart. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How was it you understood 

that, because it seems like the general run of 

people did not understand that at that early date? 

Had you been reading something? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt think you could work for 

the Labor Council without knowing that. We 

read things and knew what was going on. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The labor movement itself 

was very split over Vietnam. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I know they were, and I was one 

who was split over it because I believed it was 

wrong. We were sending our kids over there to 

be killed, and up until the Tet Offensive, they 

wouldnôt even draft their own kids. Vietnam did 

not draft any kids, Iôm told, until they got to be 

twenty-one, and our kids were being sent over 

after their eighteenth birthday. Before they were 

nineteen they could be sent. And that was 

wrong. After the Tet Offensive thatôs when it all 

came out. Some of these things came out that 

we did not know. I was in and out of 

Washington, D.C. lobbying or attending 

meetings of the AFL-CIO, national COPE 

meetings, actually, and voting things. And so 

you become aware of what was going on. So it 

was probably through osmosis. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  There was a certain amount of 

tension in the labor movement over this 

question. 

Sen. Wojahn:  There was tension over that, yes. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  In fact, it has been said that by 

1968 the labor movement was so badly split that 

that was one of the reasons President Nixon was 

elected. The labor movement kind of stepped 

back from the Democratic Party over Vietnam. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. It was badly split, 

and I donôt even know which unions did what. 

All I know is that I was adamantly opposed to 

the war and I thought it was wrong. I thought it 

was wrong to draft our kids and send them over 

and not have the cooperation of the Vietnamese. 

It was the same thing in Korea. The same idea. 

No declared war. We werenôt allowed to go in 

and fight it like we were going to win it. My 

brother was in Korea. I knew what was going on 

there, and I guess that that maybe colored my 

thinking, too. Although I didnôt resent his being 

there because he was in the Army and he was 

permanent and that was his job. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  He chose it. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He chose it. But it did bother me 

with Vietnam because by that time he was 

retired. Mark stayed stationed on Okinawa and 

he worked seven days a week. He was in supply 

and Alan Hale was in the Corps of Engineers. 

Alan Hale ended up in Vietnam and ended up 

with diabetes probably brought on by stress, I 

donôt know. Mark was stationed in Okinawa the 

whole time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So he managed to avoid it. 

Sen. Wojahn:  By working seven days a week; 

they told them, ñIf youôre not on the job, youôre 

going to end up going south.ò That meant they 

were going to Vietnam. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That would get your attention. 

Sen. Wojahn:  That got his attention. He said 

that all he did was work and sleep. He said he 

didnôt even buy a Coke. He spent no money; he 

sent it all home because he was going to get 

married when he got back and because he saved 

all of his money, he had to pay income tax on 
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his savings account. He was very upset over 

that. He paid $14.07 as I remember. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  At least it wasnôt a huge 

amount. 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. But he was offended. He 

was a Lance Corporal. No money. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And your other son, what was 

he doing? Did he avoid all this somehow? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Toby was in a medical/dental 

reserve unit stationed at the Presidio in San 

Francisco. He later developed Hodgkinôs 

Disease. He died in June of 1969. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did his illness come on 

suddenly? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They didnôt know it. He had it, 

but they didnôt recognize it. They hadnôt done 

an X-ray of his lung. They did one the year 

before and there was nothing there, and then 

they did one after his six-month Army service. 

He was not drafted because he was in the 

reserves, and then after his one-weekend-a-

month where he was going through the 

maneuvers, he passed out. He belonged to 

Western Clinic because he was working at St. 

Regis. They discovered that there was a problem 

and they did a thoracotomy and found out it was 

Hodgkinôs Disease. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So he had been sick for a little 

while but nobody knew what was happening? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Nobody knew what it was. I 

remember when he told us, we were in the 

kitchen having dinner and he and his wife came 

in and it looked like the sky had fallen, and they 

told us, and I just felt like the end of the world 

had come. He lasted less than a year. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he have to have 

chemotherapy? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Not chemo, he had cobalt 

treatment. They were doing cobalt. During that 

time he almost died several times. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs pretty horrendous, isnôt 

it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, yes. He never did get it to 

go into remission. They couldnôt give him any 

more cobalt because it would paralyze him. I 

remember taking him to the doctor and he said, 

ñWe have to give him more, but I know how to 

do it.ò He took him into the hospital on Friday 

and he died on Sunday. He was at deathôs door 

at that time. The doctor had sense enough to 

realize it. The doctor was giving him cobalt. 

Later, he had chemo too, I believe. He had both. 

It wasnôt X-ray, it was actual cobalt treatments. 

Developed it in ô68 and died in ô69. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs too fast. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Not as fast as cancer of the 

pancreas, but fast. Nothing they could do. If 

theyôd discovered it in time they could have 

saved him because Hubert Humphreyôs son 

lived. They discovered it early. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I understand you donated his 

records for medical research? 

Sen. Wojahn:  We gave them all to Western 

Clinic. They used his records. Through the 

Western Clinic they were given to the 

University of Washington to work on. It was 

after that that they discovered a treatment that 

was fairly effective, and they cut back on the 

cobalt, which was very damaging. The 

breakthrough came at the University of 

Washington, as I understand it. The one for 

leukemia and also Hodgkinôs. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did that help you feel that it 

wasnôt all just a waste? 

Sen. Wojahn:  That it wasnôt all for nothing. 

Yes. We were glad to do it. They called and 

asked if we would be willing to do that, and of 

course we would. They had done a post mortem 

on him anyway. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I donôt think a parent can get 

over things like that. 

Sen. Wojahn:  You never do. Never. But it 

happens. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I can imagine. And this is at 

the same time that youôre making this whole big 

change in your life. How did you keep yourself 

going? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I was going to give up the 

Legislature because I needed to be home, I 
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thought, and I was advised not to. The doctor 

said, ñDonôt do it, because anything you do isnôt 

going to last anyway.ò He was either in the 

hospital or I had care for him. We brought him 

home because his wife was working. They had 

bought a house. We had someone with him. I 

had to be in the Legislature because we were 

still in session, I guess a special session by that 

time, and his wife took her vacation time; then 

my husband took his vacation time to care for 

him. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did those experiences 

influence how you felt about health care and 

hospice, and all those issues? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Absolutely. The issues, yes. He 

had really good care because he had special 

nurses. Shortly after that, hospitals developed 

intensive care units. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I can just imagine that going 

through such a thing would color all your views 

on health care. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It sure sensitizes you to what 

can happen. You understand how it could 

destroy a family. The cost, for one thing. They 

had no children and his wife could continue to 

work, and we didnôt want her to give up her job. 

She was working for a neurosurgeon and we 

didnôt want her to give that up. And thatôs when 

St. Regis adopted a better health plan as a result 

of it; because of Toby, they went into a health 

plan that would help him and help future 

employees. Their health plan was very bad; it 

didnôt cover a lot, but they were able to change 

it and they did that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So some good came of this? 

Sen. Wojahn:  A lot of changes occurred as a 

result of that that I look back on now. I realize 

that intensive care became a uniform part of 

hospital care. The cobalt treatment was 

abandoned and a search for the cure was 

intensified, and the large corporation he worked 

for was humanized. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Thatôs some kind of legacy. 

Sen. Wojahn:  When he was in high school he 

worked for a painter and I wonder if that 

contributed to his breathing problem. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You mean he might have 

poisoned himself somehow? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. He was sanding things 

down in anticipation for the coatings and they 

didnôt wear masks. He worked on a bridge on 

the Skookumchuck River between here and 

Centralia. They were sanding that down in 

anticipation of red-leading and painting that. He 

was a ñgoferò doing all these things, and I just 

have an idea that this is what caused it, because 

now they wear masks. We were not aware of 

environmental hazards at that time. They were 

using all kinds of paints and lacquers. He 

worked for this painting contractor, and my 

other son worked in supply. He worked for the 

Johns Manville Company working with 

asbestos. They got jobs with the help of their 

dad who was an architect and they always got 

summer work. They went to the berry fields 

before that. They worked in the berry fields out 

in Fife picking berries from when they were 

about eight years old and on. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That was a big thing for a lot 

of kids. 

Sen. Wojahn:  A lot of kids did it, and if they 

stayed the season they got a bonus. I know that 

one time I took them out to work and this gal 

looked at them and she said, ñAre any of them 

in high school yet?ò and I said, ñNo.ò She said, 

ñOkay, they can work. Otherwise weôd make 

one of their parents come with them,ò because 

theyôd throw berries at each other. The older the 

kids would play. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Youôd think it would be the 

other way around. 

Sen. Wojahn:  No, the little kids worked fine. 

Toby picked cucumbers one year. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Hard work. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was easier than picking 

berries, almost. Especially raspberries are not 

too hard to pick, but strawberries were terrible. 

Cucumbers, that wasnôt too bad. They could sit 

on the ground and pick them. They liked to. 

These are the hallmarks of growing up. I 

remember the day that Toby said, as a three-

year-old, ñIôll never drink any more milk 
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because all it is, is grass.ò Iôll never forget that. 

Iôll never forget the day that Mark admitted to 

breaking a neighborôs window. Iôll never forget 

the day they went and picked some pansies in 

the neighborôs yard and brought them home to 

me and how angry the neighbor was until the 

boys apologized. I was a den mother for Cub 

Scouts. I had a large den because we had the 

biggest house. Our house was always a disaster 

when the kids came. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I wonder if all the things you 

did in the community over the years, when you 

did come to run, people remembered you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Probably it helped. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It was, perhaps, a case of 

ñgood associations.ò Here you show up again 

and youôre a trustworthy person. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I attended the city-wide PTA 

meetings because I was the McKinley 

Elementary School Preschool President, but I 

never became a city-wide PTA officer. I got to 

know some of the people, but I didnôt get to 

know them city-wide because we were confined 

to our own little areas, mostly. We only came 

together once a month. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Somehow it added up. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It happened, yes. I had moved 

here from Seattle when the boys were little. I 

think Toby was five and Mark was two-and-

one-half. My husbandôs brother was born in the 

house that we bought which was the Wojahn 

family home designed and built by my 

husbandôs father who was an architect. Gil was 

born a block away. So they were there forever. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Deep roots. That helps. When 

you were campaigning, how did you raise 

money? Did you go to all these groups? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I had fundraisers. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you have them in your 

home? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I knew most of the lobbyists 

because I had been a lobbyist and I think I wrote 

letters. 
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Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you have a philosophy 

about who you would accept money from? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I accepted from everybody. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You didnôt have any kind of 

rule for yourself? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Anybody could contribute. I 

wouldnôt take a lot. No one would give me very 

much anyway. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You werenôt in any danger! 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Like fifty dollars, one 

hundred dollars. I think the biggest contribution 

I got was two hundred and fifty dollars, which 

was a lot of money. And then legislators helped 

one another. We could do that because it was 

before disclosure. So Bob Charette gave me 

money and John OôBrien gave me money and 

Leonard Sawyer gave me money. Even as a 

novice going in, I got money from lobbyists and 

they would encourage lobbyists to send to me. I 

had a budget of thirteen hundred dollars, I think, 

for the primary and I think I had to advance that 

and then I got it all back. Iôve never put one 

penny of my own money into any campaign Iôve 

ever run. You never do that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So, the Maria Cantwell model 

is not for you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Not for me. That was before 

disclosure, too. Nobody knew where the money 

came from, although my records were clear. We 

kept good records. I had a treasurer, even then. 

Actually, my PR person was my treasurer. I 

think I had the money sent to him and we both 

had to sign the checks. It was Ensley Llewellyn, 

who had been the Commanding General of 

Washington National Guard and he did it all, 

collected the money, knew how much we had 

always and what we could spend. I used 

institutional advertising, which consisted of 

three items: a doorbelling brochure; yard signs; 

and as much newspaper advertising as our 

campaign could afford. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Endorsement lists? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, no. I didnôt use endorsement 

lists so much. You needed to tell the voter what 

you wanted to accomplish if elected, what your 

values were and then you had to have a few yard 

signs. Those are the three things you needed to 

do. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And thatôs where your money 

would go? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs where our money went. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What was your platform? Do 

you remember what you said you wanted to do? 

Sen. Wojahn:  A review of the property taxes. 

A review of the whole tax structure of the state 

of Washington. I didnôt mention an income tax, 

but that was, of course, one of the big ones. The 

unfairness of the B&O tax. So it was based 

mostly on taxes and consumer protection. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And that resonated with your 

people in this community? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. And it was okay with the 

labor movement. They were for an income tax. I 

donôt think I ever mentioned an income tax, but 

it was there. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was Governor Evans already 

coming out for an income tax, or did that come 

a little bit later? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I think he came out a little bit 

later. But he was Governor when I was first 

elected and he was there for eight more years, I 

think. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Twelve altogether. Dan Evans 

was first elected in 1964. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was re-elected in ô68. Thatôs 

when I was first elected. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The same as you, and then 

again in ô72. And then went out of office in ô76. 

Iôve read that your campaign was organized by 

ï he was described as ï an aspiring law student. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, that was Ramon Escure. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And then also the Reverend 

Ernest Brazil. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was first co-chair. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How did you get involved 

with him? 
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Sen. Wojahn:  L.H. Pedersen, who was 

secretary/treasurer of the Pierce County Labor 

Council, knew him. Hilltop was in my district 

and he introduced me to the Reverend Brazil. 

Harlan S. McCord was my first campaign chair. 

He was an old-time Democrat and a disciple of 

Eugene Debs. He believed in everything Debs 

did and had followed his career ï for which 

Debs spent one-third of his career in jail 

advocating for everything thatôs now law. I 

really wanted someone else to co-chair my 

committee and when Mr. Pedersen introduced 

me to the Reverend Brazil, I liked him and 

asked him if he would co-chair my election 

committee and he accepted. He was a dear man. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  What sort of things did he do 

for you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He did things you canôt do now. 

I prepared this little blue handout to fit in with 

the church bulletin with my picture and my 

platform on it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you have special things 

that would appeal to that community? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Just the standard? 

Sen. Wojahn:  The standard one, but I just used 

it for that church, and he put it in the church 

bulletin. And then the Reverend Boles, the 

Minister of St. John Baptist Church, did the 

same thing. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Wasnôt that a bit unusual? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. You canôt do that anymore! 

I just said, ñDo you suppose you could help 

me?ò And he said, ñIôll put it in the church 

bulletin.ò We didnôt use the bulletin; we used a 

separate piece of paper. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did he speak up on your 

behalf? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He doorbelled some. And a 

priest at Holy Communion Church, Father 

Winkley, doorbelled with me. All over Hilltop. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That would look good, 

wouldnôt it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  All over Hilltop. I remember I 

went to one family and I asked to see the lady of 

the house, and they said, ñCome in, sheôs in 

here,ò and she was in a coffin! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Oh, dear! 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was awful! Awful! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you just pretend you 

knew her? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Father Winkley was doorbelling 

with me. I called him in and he said a prayer 

over her. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Quick thinking. 

Sen. Wojahn:  One day my husband was 

doorbelling up in Hilltop in the early evening, 

and he introduced himself; they didnôt get the 

name, and he said that Reverend Brazil had 

endorsed me and asked if they knew Reverend 

Brazil? They said no, they didnôt know him, but 

they asked, ñAre you Reverend Brazil?ò And 

Reverend Brazil was black! Another time I went 

to the door and a little boy about four years old 

answered the door and I said, ñIs your mother 

home?ò and he didnôt say a word, he just took 

off running and yelled, ñMother, the Avon lady 

is here.ò It was so funny: ñThe Avon ladyôs 

here!ò We doorbelled everything. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I understand thatôs the way to 

reach people. 

Sen. Wojahn:  We didnôt know whether they 

were registered or not. We didnôt buy a list. I 

donôt think you could get them at that time. Iôve 

never bought a doorbelling list; I just doorbelled 

everything. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  People talk to each other, so 

even if that person doesnôt voteé Every person 

you touch reaches out. 

Sen. Wojahn:  One person represents six other 

votes. Reaches six people more. Thatôs a rule of 

thumb Iôve used and also, that one-sixth of the 

jobs in the State of Washington are created by 

the ports. I donôt know how many. Itôs huge. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  A big number, anyway. More 

than youôd think. Some campaigners study 

different precincts and only go to the precincts 
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where they think they will get supported. Did 

you just go everywhere or were you a little more 

selective? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. We did it scientifically. I 

knew enough to do this and I knew enough to 

use a reverse directory too, so I knew who was 

living there. I would use a reverse directory 

some of the time so that I knew the names of 

people with the address that I doorbelled myself. 

You canôt even get reverse directories anymore, 

or theyôre very expensive. What we would do is 

take the last election or the last several 

elections, and figure out the precincts where the 

greatest majority of Democrat votes were cast. 

Weôd start with the eighty percent Democrat 

precincts and go down to fifty percent and 

doorbell those precincts first. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Then if you had any energy 

left over? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Then weôd do the others. Then if 

we had any energy left we would go back and 

do the eighty percent precincts again. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How many times would you 

manage to sweep through your district? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Only once. And that was with 

help. I never did it all by myself, but I always 

wrote a note. I didnôt let other people write a 

note on the literature if no one was at home; I 

wrote a note myself if I was at their door. And I 

would sign it. Several years ago, I doorbelled 

for Congressman Dicks and myself, I had 

someone working the other side of the street. If 

anyone wanted to talk to me she would call me 

over and Iôd go over and talk to them. Thatôs as 

short a time as four years ago. The last time I 

ran for office, I only did one precinct, but it was 

big one. I did parts of about six, but one full 

one. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That takes a lot of energy. 

How did you keep yourself going through all 

this? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Once you start ï I couldnôt do it 

now ï I could work with a person and spend 

some time, but Iôd cave in before I was even 

close to being through. I was tired, but it was 

good for me. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Some people gain energy, 

actually, from talking with people. Rather than 

feeling depleted, they actually feel buoyed up. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I did. I gained energy. And the 

more I did it the better I became, but I was 

exhausted when I got through. I suffered for a 

couple of days after that, but it was worth doing. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Some people have a way of 

shaking hands to save their hands. Did you do 

that, too? 

Sen. Wojahn:  If they opened the door I did 

shake hands. Some of them would never come 

out from behind their screen door. One of my 

people was bitten by a dog. She went to the 

hospital and we paid for her tetanus shot. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That would be one of the 

perils. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I told them never to go if thereôs 

a sign or a dog or if you hear a dog barking, just 

get out of the yard because the door might open 

and the dog might pounce on them. This 

happened. Any place that was fenced, if they 

had their mail box on the fence, I never went in. 

You know enough not to do that. Itôs just by 

osmosis again. You feel your way. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Sure. Thinking it through. 

You gave speeches. Were you on the radio at all 

or anything like that? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I bought some time on the radio. 

I bought saturation advertising the first time out 

because you needed to have all the radio stations 

in the Tacoma area saying the same thing at the 

same time. I did it at lunch time, to get the 

people who would take a sack lunch, go 

somewhere and eat while listening to the radio. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you have a slogan with 

your name? 

Sen. Wojahn:  The radio slots for the campaign 

were prepared by an advertising firm. I bought 

saturation at noon, lunch time, and at five p.m. 

and seven a.m., driving time. Radio time in 

those slots was real inexpensive. I spent money 

on radio advertising the first few times I ran. 

After that I didnôt. 
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Ms. Kilgannon:  Jumping ahead, did you ever 

use television? Thatôs where the money 

certainly comes in. 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Couldnôt afford it. I never 

raised that much money. The most I ever raised 

was about forty thousand and I didnôt need that. 

I gave it to charity, the bulk of it. I stopped 

advertising in the News Tribune, except in 2000 

I thanked the people, publicly, for electing me 

by buying a banner about an inch wide across a 

whole page of the paper. Just enough to say 

thank you. Thatôs all the advertising they got. I 

didnôt have any weeklies in the district, so there 

was nothing to spend money on there. I had to 

go to the Tribune which was very expensive. I 

only used one endorsement ad. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Some people really swear by 

those, but you didnôt find them very effective? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I didnôt. Iôm willing to let 

someone else publish an endorsement ad using 

my name, but I used an endorsement ad only 

once. In the first place, you have to have the 

endorserôs signature. And you have to spell their 

name correctly. Ensley Llewellyn didnôt believe 

in endorsement ads either, because he believed 

you could lose votes by publishing names, if 

people reading the ad found names of people 

they distrusted or didnôt like. But I talked him 

into an endorsement ad once when my opponent 

was a television personality, and I felt I needed 

it then. We asked everyone for two dollars and 

their signature and some people said, ñWeôll 

give you the two dollars, but we donôt want you 

to use our names.ò Endorsement ads can be 

precarious. Your enemies are out there. The 

Tribune was one of them. And they tried to 

tarnish my reputation, but they didnôt succeed. 

Every time I see an endorsement ad, I read it. I 

read every name on it. It rarely influences my 

vote, but sometimes it has and thatôs usually a 

vote against. 

Ms. Ki lgannon:  It can be loaded either way? 

Sen. Wojahn:  You bet it can. You can get into 

trouble. McCord and Brazil were just 

wonderful. Everybody knew McCord. He was 

about 6ô4ò, tall and skinny, and he was old and 

he wore a black tam. He was just a riot, and he 

knew everybody. I believe he and Reba Verlo 

knew everybody in Tacoma. She could sit on 

the telephone for hours and call people and say, 

ñYou vote for Lorraine Wojahn, sheôs running.ò 

Sometimes she got people out of the district and 

theyôd say, ñWe canôt, weôre not in her district.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Oh, well. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, well, yes. ñTell your 

friends.ò She and McCord lived in the district. 

They lived right across the street from each 

other and sheôs the one who told me I had to 

have McCord as my campaign chairman. His 

son, Evan, is a Republican, but Harlan was a 

strong Democrat. They probably got so sick of 

listening to him talk about Eugene Debs 

growing up that one of them became a 

Republican. I hope his son, Evan, voted for me 

anyway. But it was real funny. Those were fun 

days, and the people that I worked with were 

also fun. Five of my closest campaign workers 

and precinct workers had a Christmas luncheon 

every year and weôd exchange little gifts, and I 

always had something special for them that Iôd 

bought in Mexico or in Europe. Something that 

was fun. None are still living. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did these people stay with 

you year after year? 

Sen. Wojahn:  All the way through. Year after 

year. They were always there. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So that first campaign really 

set the tone. 

Sen. Wojahn:  The first campaign set the tone 

for the ones ever after that. And I never stopped 

taking money from anyone who sent it. All they 

had with that was a right to talk to me about 

their issue. There were no promises. They knew 

where I was coming from. I was with the labor 

movement. I would always be with them, I 

believed. But when elected, I refused to go on 

the Labor committee. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I wanted to ask you about that. 

You said that the local labor people supported 

you but the state people were not as supportive. 

Is that because they didnôt want to lose you as a 

worker? 



86 

 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Most of the state people 

were just fine, but there were unions that were 

split on the Vietnam war and I never learned to 

keep my mouth shut. That could have been. I 

could have created my own misery. I donôt 

know. But I had enemies and I think I made an 

enemy when I got money for Floyd Hicks 

because that meant less money for their 

candidate. The vice presidents of the labor 

movement came from all over the state ï eastern 

Washington. When I got money for Hicks, that 

meant less money for Foley, but they both won. 

It didnôt matter. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You must have been doing 

something right because you won the primary: 

2,666 votes and Marian Gleason came second 

with 2,377. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Was it 360-vote difference? 

Ms. Kilgannon:  About 300 or so votes. A little 

less. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I knew that I was cooked with 

the Labor Council because they wouldnôt have 

hired me back. You see, they found out, or 

believed ï and they had their antennas out ï that 

Marian Gleason was going to win, and they 

gave my job to somebody else just before the 

primary election. So I knew. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Well, you were burning your 

bridges. Did you know her personally? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No, I didnôt know her 

personally, but I never felt any animosity toward 

her. It was sort of ñevery man for himself.ò She 

was a nice lady. Her son worked for the Senate, 

you know. Bill Gleason worked for years for the 

Senate. He was always a gentleman. I ran out of 

gas on South Tacoma Way one day. I was 

running for the Senate, years after I had beaten 

his mother, and who came along but Bill 

Gleason when I was getting out of the car. I 

said, ñIôm out of gas,ò and he took me to get 

more gas. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That was nice. 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was a professional. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  She had worked pretty hard 

and was in the House for four sessions, but I 

wondered what ever happened to her. What she 

did next. 

Sen. Wojahn:  What happened was that after 

she lost her election to George Sheridan, she ran 

for Tacoma City Clerk as a Republican and 

against a well-known Democrat incumbent. And 

thatôs where she got into trouble. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Why would she run as a 

Republican? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Because if sheôd run as a 

Democrat sheôd have been eliminated in the 

primary. She wanted the job. Bobby Morris had 

been City Clerk for ages. Eventually, that 

became an appointed job, but at that time it was 

an elected job. He was the Democratic nominee 

and had been City Clerk for years and she ran 

against him as a Republican. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That wouldnôt make her very 

popular. 

Sen. Wojahn:  She should have run against him 

as a Democrat, but she couldnôt win and she 

knew it and she figured she might win as a 

Republican. She should have taken stock of her 

district and known that a Republican didnôt have 

much of a chance in Pierce County at that time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  In the general election, you 

got 12,287 and Mr. Hal Howell, the Republican, 

got only 5,701. So it was clear, you won hands 

down. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Clear winner, yes. And it was 

that way ever after. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And how did you celebrate 

your win? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt remember. I donôt think I 

did anything. We went down to the courthouse 

to watch the election returns, thatôs all I 

remember. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you just tired? Did you 

know you would win once you got through the 

primary? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I knew I was going to win. Al 

Howell was an airline pilot, a very attractive 

candidate. Also, he was a clown. Heôd go to 

kidsô parties. And that got him votes. I think he 
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became a clown to help himself win votes, I 

donôt know. I thought it was kind of neat, you 

know. He was a clown to think he was going to 

win, too. I think I told him that. ñYouôre a 

clown if you think youôre going to win.ò But it 

wasnôt fractious. It wasnôt a negative campaign. 

I never liked negative campaigns. When I ran 

campaigns for various people running for office, 

I told them, ñIf you do a negative campaign, 

then Iôm out.ò The labor movement did not do 

that at that time. Thatôs the reason we lost sure 

races, because we wouldnôt get into negative 

campaigning. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Is it better to be for 

something, than just against things? 

Sen. Wojahn:  You use their record against 

them, thatôs okay, but you never use 

personalities, a personal vendetta. Republicans 

did, often. Still do. Now they do it under cover. 

Iôm told they did it to John McCutcheon. They 

went down to southwest Washington and spread 

rumors that McCutcheon was a drunk and a 

womanizer. He just barely lost. We know that. 

We picked up information. This is one of the 

things that I did when I worked for the Labor 

Council. When I went into an area, I would 

usually stay all night because I had to travel to 

evening meetings. Iôd eat dinner and Iôd mix 

with the people as much as possible and I 

picked up a lot of gossip. And I always took the 

gossip back. Thatôs what they wanted to know. I 

picked up some bad things that were being said 

about different people, and I would report that 

to my superiors. This would be in a written 

report that I would record. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  This was just what you would 

hear? 

Sen. Wojahn:  They wanted everything. They 

particularly wanted information on anybody 

who was a coalitionist, and they were still out 

there. They were never trusted again. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Never? It didnôt fade away 

after a while? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It never died. They mostly all 

lost eventually because the labor movement put 

in a strong effort to beat them. Anytime there 

was a right-to-work law or an initiative out 

there, the labor movement would entrap them. 

And on public power, the labor movement 

would try to trap them. I remember one of the 

dams was a public/private power fight, a dam in 

Idaho, and I donôt think that ever got built. 

There was a knock-down-drag-out over that 

one. You see, Bob Perry worked for private 

power, and he was one of the coalition votes for 

Bill Day, who became Speaker of the House 

during the coalition legislative years. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It was just fierce at the time. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Very bad. Yes. And John 

OôBrien figured that he could have won as 

Speaker of the House if his caucus had 

supported him. But it didnôt support him. The 

coalitionists took a few Democrat votes. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Seven, I think it was. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Marian Gleason was not among 

them, as I remember. She was not one. She did 

not vote with the Republicans to organize the 

House. She voted with the Democrats, but she 

took the chairmanship. But I donôt think all of 

that would have hurt her in a local election if 

she hadnôt run as a Republican next. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That kind of sealed it? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It comes back to me eventually, 

that thatôs the reason ï and the only reason ï she 

lost in my race. And the one reason that George 

Sheridan wanted me to win ï or Ann Burns, but 

I donôt think he figured Ann could win. He 

stayed out of it except for that one subtle thing 

he did. I doorbelled for George Sheridan, too. 

We doorbelled for him together. That helped 

me. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Because of the name 

association? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right, yes. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  When you came in to the 

Legislature, the senator for your district was 

also a new member. Did you work with him at 

all? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Joe Stortini. Not really. We 

didnôt communicate too much. 
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Ms. Kilgannon:  What about the other 

representative, Frank Marzano? He had served a 

couple of terms already. 

Sen. Wojahn:  We worked together well. But 

Stortini had run against a Democrat member of 

the Senate and everybody was pretty well teed 

off with him. He ran against Senator Kupka, a 

sitting senator. Heôd been there for a number of 

years. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So he didnôt retire, he was 

beaten? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He got ousted by Stortini. And 

so I didnôt work particularly with Stortini 

because he was out of favor in the Senate. There 

was a lot of animosity in the Senate. And if I 

wanted my bills to go through, I kept my 

distance. You were friendly and nice, but you 

never went over and asked favors. I asked 

favors of others like Augie Mardesich and even 

Senator Woodall, a Republican, who I had 

worked with as a lobbyist, but never Stortini. He 

double-crossed us. He came over and told Frank 

and me that he was voting for the income tax, 

and the bill went through the House first and he 

asked us to vote for it because he planned to 

vote for it. We both voted for it, and then he 

voted against it. Although he apologized later, it 

was too late, we had voted for it first. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Youôd never forget that. 

Sen. Wojahn:  That happened right away. And 

so, no, I was tactful and I supported him when 

he ran the second time, but I was careful the 

first time. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Also, of course, during that 

same election, Nixon became the president over 

Hubert Humphrey. Did you have any thoughts 

on the infamous Democratic convention in 

Chicago that year of 1968? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. I didnôt go. I didnôt pay that 

much attention. I really didnôt. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So what was happening on the 

national level was separate? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I had never been really involved 

in politics as a Party person. I never was. As I 

told you, growing up I was sort of comme ci, 

comme ça. My grandfather was the only one 

who was really a Democrat, but he got mad at 

them over tax tokens, three for a penny, as I 

remember. I donôt know how he voted, but he 

always bitched about them. He didnôt like ñthe 

damned old Democratsò because they did this. I 

was never political until I worked for the labor 

movement. And then I became politicized; they 

did it. But I was good for them because I could 

see both sides of issues. Once in a while we 

would endorse a Republican. Usually it was at 

my insistence or as much as I could insist: ñThat 

he had done this and this and this, and how 

could we turn our back on him?ò After I left, I 

donôt think they ever endorsed another 

Republican. I donôt know. 
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Representative Wojahn at her desk on the floor of 

the House 

CHAPTER 5:  A MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATURE, 1969 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You came down to Olympia. 

Obviously, youôd been there before, but now 

when you came to Olympia, how did you feel 

coming as a legislator? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I felt very comfortable. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were you excited? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Not really excited. I really 

wasnôt. I was sort of commiserating the loss of 

my salary. I was going to get only three hundred 

dollars a month compared to a job that paid a lot 

more. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That was a big change. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. I had my eyes open wide 

and I knew that I had to live in Olympia because 

even as a part-time legislator youôve got to be 

there. I knew that from lobbying. Thatôs the 

reason there are problems right now, I think. 

People think they can commute and they canôt. 

You cannot do it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you live in a hotel? Did 

you share, or did you have your own place? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I lived at the Tyee twice. I 

rented a house with Representative Frances 

North and Representative Eleanor Fortson, and I 

rented a mobile home out on the Bay with 

Frances North. I rented the mobile home the 

first year I went to the Senate. I guess I lived at 

the Tyee when I was first at the Legislature. 

Then I finally bought a home. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Earlier legislators only 

worked at their desks. They didnôt have offices, 

but by your time that was changed? 

Sen. Wojahn:  We had an office, but we shared 

it with another legislator. And we shared a 

secretary. Thatôs when we moved into what is 

now the John L. OôBrien Building. But it was 

known then as the Public Health Building. 

Public Health had the first and second floors and 

we had the third and fourth floors. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you get to choose your 

secretary? 

Sen. Wojahn:  We found one. Representative 

Al Adams and I ï Al was the representative 

from the Twenty-sixth District, the adjoining 

District ï we shared a secretary and an office. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you get to choose that 

space or did it just get assigned to you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  The office was assigned us. It 

was so nice to have an office. Representative 

Adams took the front and I took the back office, 

and we had a secretary named Helen who was 

hard of hearing. She was a darling lady and we 

worked her pretty hard. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  At one point John OôBrien 

gave classes to the freshmen. Was that still 

happening when you came in? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. He was giving them when I 

came in. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Was that helpful to you? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. It was on parliamentary 

procedure and I went a few times and stopped 

going because I didnôt seem to get much out of 

it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You probably had used some 

of it already. 
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Sen. Wojahn:  I probably did, but didnôt know 

it. By osmosis, sitting in the gallery, listening to 

it all. And so I did take his class, but you 

remember at that time everything was closed. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The committee meetings? 

Sen. Wojahn:  The meetings. The executive 

sessions of the committees were all closed to the 

public. The Rules Committee was closed. 

Caucus meetings always have been closed ï and 

will remain closed forever, I hope. And so a lot 

of the things you learned when everything 

opened up, you had to talk with and lobby your 

fellow legislators to find out what was going on 

with issues that you were interested in or needed 

to vote on because you knew nothing about 

them. And you didnôt know what went on 

behind the scenes so you had to ask questions of 

those whom you trusted. You always had 

someone, not by design, but by absolute 

necessity you found a person in almost every 

committee that you could trust and you worked 

with them to find out what was good and bad on 

all the bills. And then the attorneys always 

carefully screened the bills and wrote a synopsis 

of them, and at that time theyôd put in warnings 

of bad legislation. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That would be helpful. 

Warnings such as? 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was always helpful. They 

would say that ñthis could happenò if this bill 

passed. ñThis could be the ripple effect of this 

bill on other legislation.ò Our caucus attorney, 

Ed Wheeler, was particularly good at ferreting 

out bad legislation. Donald Navoni, another 

caucus attorney had been an Assistant Attorney 

General and head of the consumer protection 

division under John OôConnell and became the 

caucus attorney when John OôConnell ran for 

Governor. Caucus attorneys always put 

warnings in our digest. The good attorneys 

always did. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I would imagine that would be 

immensely helpful. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, it was. And now after 

working with legislation, you find discrepancies 

that sort of jump out in a bill after a while. And 

I got so I could find them. I can remember 

trying to tell other legislators but they wouldnôt 

always listen. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Youôd be tuned in. Youôd 

know what the key phrases would be? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. I always knew how 

I was going to vote. And if I found some bad 

issue after Iôd promised to vote for the bill I 

would always contact the lobbyist and explain 

my problem with the bill. If I couldnôt get back 

in time to tell the lobbyist there was a problem, I 

had to keep my word and vote for the bill. That 

was as a freshman. As a sophomore I learned 

never to give my word unless I was absolutely, 

philosophically supportive. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you come in to the 

Legislature with particular goals? I know you 

were interested in tax issues, but did you say to 

yourself as a legislator, ñThis is what I want to 

do?ò 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Actually, my first platform 

was taxes and consumer protection. Iôd been 

working in the consumer area for years for the 

Labor Council and that was my big one, but also 

taxes. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And you said you 

purposefully did not get on the Labor 

committee. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I would not go on the Labor 

committee because they always tried to get 

people to sponsor their bills and sometimes their 

bills were trouble. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you start to separate 

yourself a bit from the labor movement? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I felt they double-crossed me 

and I was very upset about it, and I refused to go 

on the Labor committee. The first thing they did 

when I went to the Senate was put me on the 

Labor committee. I remember Gordon Walgren 

was majority leader and I walked into his office 

and he looked at me and said, ñI know what 

youôre here for.ò And I said, ñI absolutely refuse 

to serve on the Labor committee. If you insist 

that I stay on it, I will attend the meetings, but I 

will never vote and I will never make 

decisions.ò So he took me off. He said, ñThatôs 
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Representative Wojahn entered the Legislature already acquainted with such leaders as Robert 

Charette, Speaker Don Eldridge & former Speaker John OôBrien 

telling it like it is.ò I said, ñThey double-crossed 

me and I donôt want to hurt them, but Iôm not 

going to be there to help them. But I will never 

vote against a working man or an injured 

workman.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  So you separated out working 

peopleôs issues from union politics? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Then I became chairman of the 

Commerce Committee, which is diametrically 

opposed to labor. It doesnôt have to be. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You came in as part of the 

minority party. Your leader in those days was 

John OôBrien and you already knew him, it 

sounds like? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Not well, but I knew John. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  How did you feel about him? 

Was he a good leader? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, yes. Very good. He should 

never have ever lost an election, you know. He 

was a good leader. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And it sounds like you already 

knew the organization leader, Robert Charette. 

And then the caucus chair, Bill Chatalas. Did 

you know him before? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Oh, yes. I knew him well. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  When I look at these lists of 

who was in leadership, it seems like, other than 

John OôBrien, these were all rising people ï 

they had been assistants, previously. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Everybody gets a title. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  They have all these titles that 

sound a little ambiguous to me. Gary Grant, 

Richard King and Mark Litchman, they all had 

the same title. Did you know any of them? 

Sen. Wojahn:  I knew them all because Iôd 

lobbied them. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  And then, of course, Ted 

Bottiger. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I knew Ted very well because I 
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lobbied him on the retail installment credit bill 

and on the series of bills we did as a result of the 

resolution establishing the study on credit Iôd 

gotten the year before, when I was lobbying. 

From that came a lot of bills that we presented 

that year. We got some of the bills while I was 

still lobbying and then we got the residue of the 

bills the next year I was elected. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  You must have been an 

unusual freshman to come in and know 

everyone, know the process, already have a bit 

of a track record. Did that help you get on your 

feet? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Within this group, there was 

beginning to develop a bit of a challenge to John 

OôBrien, from Leonard Sawyer. Was this a 

pretty solid, good working group, still? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, it was. I think John was 

willing to step down, as I remember. We were 

in the minority at first and Representative 

Copeland was Speaker Pro-tem. Representative 

Eldridge was Speaker. As freshmen, we had 

very little to say about anything that happened 

including the structure and proceedings in our 

own caucus. But I was never felt bashful 

pushing my position on issues and I always did. 

But I knew that it would be tough to get a 

leadership position because of the men. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  These were all men. 

Sen. Wojahn:  They were all men and you had 

to do it subtly. You had to do it but you couldnôt 

push too hard. You could not afford to make 

anybody angry, which was tough. Everybody 

there was vying for leadership. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  This is a strong group of 

names, thatôs for sure. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Always I knew those legislators 

whoôd helped me to be elected and helped me to 

get campaign funds. If a legislator talked a 

lobbyist into giving me money, they let me 

know the name of the lobbyist who had helped 

me and made sure I knew it was because of 

them. So you knew which side your bread was 

buttered on and you just followed through. It 

was easy. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did the women legislators 

kind of club together? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Not particularly. We finally got 

a room for women legislators, but it was pretty 

dismal. It had been a menôs room before, and 

the couches were old leather ones in which the 

springs were all sprung. We were constantly 

being ñgoosedò by the couches. It was terrible, 

so we insisted on something a little nicer, so an 

interior designer was hired. And Tom Copeland 

was the one who got it done, and I know he got 

us a hairdresser. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Well, the men had a barber, 

didnôt they? 

Sen. Wojahn:  We never knew that. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Iôve always read that upstairs 

on the third or fourth floor was a little room 

with a barber in it. The men could go in there 

and get their hair trimmed. At least for a time. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Did the Legislature pay for it? 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Iôm not clear about who paid 

for it. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I know that a group of us met 

with Tom Copeland. His assignment as the 

Speaker Pro-tem was to take care of the 

chambers, I guess, and he got this room for us 

and then he got an interior designer to come in 

and let us do anything we wanted to do. They 

paid for a hairdresser and her budget category 

read ñmachine operator.ò 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That was her category? Well, I 

guess she used machines. 

Sen. Wojahn:  A hair dryer machine, yes. After 

a couple of years, we didnôt get new carpeting, 

but we got all the furniture reupholstered and a 

standing closet for our coats was made, which 

also served as a room divider. It was paneled in 

green velvet. It was lovely. The same green 

velvet was used to cover the telephone chair. 

And then hidden, the little room off of the main 

room was found the hair dryer and the sink for 

shampooing hair, and they could close the door 

and lock it so no one knew. If they ever saw a 

woman going in and coming out theyôd know 

something had happened in there. There were 
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In the Womenôs Lounge of the House with Representatives (L to 

R) Lois North, Peggie Maxie, Doris Johnson, Margaret Hurley, 

Gladys Kirk, Lorraine Wojahn and Geraldine McCormick 

only a few women at that time ï about seven, I 

think. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did the Democratic and 

Republican women share this room? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, they shared it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did the men of both parties 

share their facilities? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Democrats and 

Republicans shared the facilities, but not the 

caucus rooms. We had our own caucus rooms. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Right. The women serving at 

that time were Margaret Hurley, Geraldine 

McCormick, Gladys Kirk, Marjorie Lynch, 

Mary Ellen McCaffree and Lois North and 

yourself. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Seven. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Four of these women are 

Republicans and three Democrats. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. Margaret, Gerry and me. 

But we got along. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Margaret Hurley, of course, 

had been a coalitionist. Did that make a 

difference? 

Sen. Wojahn:  She had been. I was sort of 

standoffish with her because of my background, 

but I eventually got over it. We were on 

opposite issues on abortion, of course. So 

between the coalition and the abortion issue we 

were never really friendly. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  But you were sharing this 

small room together. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was all right. We were 

friendly enough. I think we left our politics at 

the door when we went in. I liked Marjorie 

Lynch and I liked Gladys who was dear, and I 

helped Lois North with some of her legislation 

and Mary Ellen was chair of Revenue and 

Taxation Committee and helped me with 

legislation. 

The leaders were nice men. Really nice 

legislators. Itôs different now. They were 

gentlemen and fun. Copeland was as decent a 

man as you would ever find. I knew Hal 

Zimmermanôs brother who was an 

orthopedic surgeon in Tacoma. He was 

a friend of ours and he treated our son 

Mark, who broke his collar bone playing 

football. There was never any non-

acceptance. Gary Grant, who was the 

most outspoken labor person, was very 

much liked. Theyôd listen to him and 

roll their eyes and vote no, and jolly him 

up when it was all over. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  But you felt that the 

women were listened to? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. In general, women 

were a little hesitant about asking for 

anything, especially womenôs issues. I 

think Marjorie Lynch was the most 

outspoken. She was a Republican and 

very good. She got things through that 

would never have passed had they not 

been handled so tactfully. She got 

through bills that young girls could get 

help with birth control without telling 

their parents, and go to the doctor 



94 

 

without telling their parents. She was married to 

a physician, and she was very good. There were 

several bills which dealt with children that she 

was very up-front on. I think that Lois North 

was a prime sponsor of the abortion bill. 

Naturally I would support Lois North. Things 

were more lined up against labor and business 

and industry than social issues. We just didnôt 

spend much money on social issues. No one 

spoke up for the poor. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It didnôt happen? 

Sen. Wojahn:  No. Private/public power was 

still a major issue. That was the year we 

resolved that problem, I think. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I think right about then it 

seemed to go away as an issue. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It did. We got them to share. I 

donôt even remember what happened, but it all 

disappeared. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  They all started to work 

together and meld a little bit, as I understand it. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. Each side gave a 

little bit and it worked out. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I think theyôd reached kind of 

a pitch where neither side was actually 

achieving anything. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Thatôs right. Then the banks 

were opposing the credit unions; they kind of 

worked that out, so that things were not as 

amalgamated at that time as they are now. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It sounds like it worked better 

as a process. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It was the art of the possible 

then. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  More pragmatic? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Itôs now impossible. Itôs an 

impossibility! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  With the abortion bill and the 

support for environmental issues and what not, 

were Republicans and Democrats closer to each 

other then, except over labor issues? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Environmental issues, too, we 

were somewhat apart on, butð 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Were they considered non 

partisan issues? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Environmental issues only 

became apparent after Earth Day was 

established, which was a couple of years later. I 

remember someone put a note on my office door 

ï I think it was Gerry McCormickôs aide ï 

saying, ñTomorrow is Earth Day. Take a clod to 

lunch.ò Iôll never forget that! That was in ô70. 

That was when the environmental movement 

began to take root, and the environmentalists 

were pounding nails into trees. What were they 

doing that for? 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Iôve always understood it was 

to prevent people using chain saws, because 

they would hit the nails. 

Sen. Wojahn:  That was it. It would kill the tree 

too, eventually, if you put in enough nails. My 

own children pounded nails into our cherry tree 

and we didnôt know it and it killed the pie 

cherry tree. So I remembered that that had 

happened. Environmentalism was beginning to 

be apparent and people were beginning to talk 

about food being grown organically and all this 

other, but it wasnôt a popular issue, just then. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  It was just beginning. Of 

course, one of the people pushing all this was 

Governor Evans. Could give me your thoughts 

on Dan Evans as Governor? 

Sen. Wojahn:  He was a very good Governor. 

Very liberal. When I was working for the 

Washington State Labor Council, attending a 

Labor Council meeting in Port Angeles, 

Governor Evans was in Port Angeles with the 

leaders of the Republican Party the year they 

threw the super conservatives out. Oh, yes, I 

remember the whole thing. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  The John Birchers. There 

must have been a lot of ferment about that. 

Sen. Wojahn:  It worked. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did you know about that 

speech when it happened or later? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes. I knew it because 

Democrats were saying to Joe Davis, president 

of the Washington State Labor Council, ñI guess 
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Escorting Governor Dan Evans to the House rostrum with 

Rep. Gladys Kirk: ñHe was a very good governor.ò 

theyôre going to try to join our Party now,ò 

meaning the Democratic Party. I was there. I 

remember the whole thing. Montgomery 

Johnson, a Republican campaign organizer, was 

there. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  Did that create a big splash 

when he did that? Was that very controversial? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Iôm sure it was with the 

Republican Party, but I donôt remember a lot 

being said about it in the press. I donôt 

remember anybody talking to me about it except 

labor people. I knew it because Iôd been in Port 

Angeles where it took place. I donôt remember 

there being a brouhaha about it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  In retrospect, a lot of people 

thought that was pretty significant. I was 

wondering at the time if you thought this really 

mattered? 

Sen. Wojahn:  Yes, I did. I guess I was waiting 

for the next shoe to fall. What the repercussions 

were going to be. Were they going to try to join 

our Party? Were they going to try to join the 

Democrats now? The John Birchers. They tried! 

Ms. Kilgannon:  That would have made a 

pretty odd combination. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I know. But then let me tell you, 

a lot of the labor people are rednecks. And they 

could have infiltrated through the unions, 

through the basic unions. I think that occurred to 

all of us, that some of them ï like the more 

conservative unions, sheet metal workers, I 

donôt know, but there were conservative unions. 

And the Teamsters usually voted Republican. 

And so we didnôt know what appearance it 

would take. If it would happen at all. 

Eventually, it just disappeared, or they went 

underground. Theyôre not called John Birchers 

anymore; theyôre called something else. Next 

they were called the ñmoral majority.ò Now, I 

think theyôre called the religious right. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  There are so many different 

stripes. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt remember being 

particularly excited or dismayed by it. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  There was a lot of turmoil in 

the Republican Party over the Goldwater issues, 

and then these people, and one thing or another. 

Sen. Wojahn:  Goldwater. I donôt know if he 

was ever a Bircher, but his sympathies were 

certainly conservative. He was kind of liberal in 

some areas, too. He was the first one to talk 

about a negative income tax, which was a very 

liberal idea. Heôs the one who brought about the 

recognition of the women who served with the 

Army and Navy, the WACS and WAVES 

during the Second World War and to ultimately 

gain retirement credit for all the time they 

served in the military. 

Ms. Kilgannon:  I didnôt mean to suggest he 

was. Itôs just that during these years the 

Republicans had some issues within their own 

Party about their direction. 

Sen. Wojahn:  I donôt think there was any 

direction. I think there was an attempt to take 

control, but they were not able to control it. The 

Republicans lost the next election. And itôs all 

because of that, Iôm sure. That was the tug-of-

war that went on with the conservatives. There 

was a three-way war going on: social liberals, 

the fiscal conservatives, and the moderates. Itôs 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































